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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE SECRETARY OF THE RIBA has sent a letter to all 
members of the Royal Institute urging the need for unity in the 
profession. p. 744 


THE ROYAL ACADEMY SUMMER EXHIBITION opened 
last Saturday. A review of the exhibits in the Architectural 
Room, and photographs of some of the schemes and models, 
are given. p. 745 


PADDINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL’S appeal to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government to be allowed to 
proceed with the “* Perkins Heights’ scheme for the erection of 
three high blocks of flats in the borough has been dismissed. 

Dp. 157 


PROGRESS made in the work of restoration of the City churches 
since the reorganisation scheme took effect last year is recorded. 
p. 764 


THE DATE FOR SUBMITTING CLAIMS to the Central 
Land Board for payments under the Town and Country Planning 
Acts has been extended by two months until June 30. p. 766 


GOVERNMENT POLICY on the establishment of Green Belts 
around large cities and Exchequer grants to assist the expansion 
of country towns to relieve congestion in overcrowded cities 
has been the subject of a statement by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. p. 766 


LEADING FIRMS in. the prefabricated building industry have 
formed an export group. p. 769 


MR. STEPHEN HUDSON has been elected chairman of the 
National Joint Council for the Building Industry. p. 770 


THE RIBA AND THE PRIVATE 
ARCHITECT 


HE recent pronouncement of the RIBA Council to 
deprecate the formation of a London Society of 
Private Practising Architects is not surprising, and the 
explanation given is carefully balanced and reasoned. That 
this pronouncement disposes of the matter is not so clearly 
indicated, for the question would not have arisen if there 
were not behind it a certain discontent and disunity within 
the profession. 


The RIBA has to some extent already weakened its case 
by the formation of the Salaried and Official Architects’ 
Committee of several years’ standing, by which it has given 
some recognition to the fact that there are essential differ- 
ences in function between the official and the private archi- 
tect which need some machinery other than the ordinary 
consultations within the Council and general committees 
to resolve their conflicts of interest. It has been the 
claim of the Institute, and, in fact, of most architects of 
good will, that the important thing is the production of fine 
architecture, and that the differences between the two 
branches of the profession are matters more of detail than 
of kind. It is also implicit in the constitution of the Insti- 
tute that if there are differences of opinion between archi- 
tects, these should be treated domestically and the facade 
of unity maintained to the outer world. 


We think that this is the main objection to the proposed 
new society, and that such an objection would have fallen 
to the ground had the proposal been instead the formation 
of an RIBA Committee to face the already existing Official 
Architects’ Committee and balance its influence within the 
Institute. 


On the other hand, there also exist independent Societies 
to which Official Architects can belong, and to which the 
RIBA has raised no objection, although in some details 
their functions duplicate those of the Royal Institute. It 
may well be argued that the proposed Society would do 
no more than perform a similar service for the private 
afchitects, and that if such service is redundant in the one 
case it is equally so in the other. 


One could maintain an academic argument along these 
lines without approaching an answer, and it will be more 
profitable to return to fundamentals and consider the effects 
upon architecture as a whole. Are these little bickerings 
merely a squabble about the fruits of service, or do they 
indicate a deep concern for the present state of architec- 
ture? A great many of the differences would disappear 
if architects in all branches would ask themselves this 
question and answer it honestly. 


For ourselves, we have never diverged from the opinion 
that there is a proper and useful place where the official 
architect can work more efficiently, more economically, and 
with more certainty of producing good architecture than 
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would be the case were a private architect to be employed. 
Equally, we are convinced that there are other cases, even 
upon public works, where the employment of a private 
architect holds out the best means of arriving at a similar 
result. 


We have often pointed out that a public department with 
an inflated staff, keyed to peak requirements and allowed to 
“tick over” between the peaks, is an uneconomical unit, 
and that such departments should be staffed for normal 
conditions, and reinforced from private sources when the 
pressure of work exceeds their capacity. We have also 
observed many shining cases where there has been a very 
happy spirit of co-operation between the two branches of 
the profession. 


It appears, therefore, that this question need not assume 
the proporfions of a factional warfare, but that there 
remains a need to direct the activities of both sections of 
architects into the most useful channels. If this could be 
attained, the two would live happily together within the 
Institute and in the interests of architecture. 


Members of the Institute have been recently circularised 
to emphasise its policy to maintain unity in the profession 
and deprecating the formation of sectional societies outside 
its framework. We feel that this is an ideal policy which 
ought to promote strength if the unity is real and born of 
good will on all sides. The profession will not attain this 
ideal if it is content with a mere facade to hide discord from 
the public eye, and it will need a high degree of statesman- 
ship to set the house in order behind its dignified front. 
We feel that this is a task which has never yet been under- 
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RA Exhibition, 1955. 


Drawn by G. C. Bodgener. 


OFFICE BLOCK, CITY OF LONDON. Edward D. 
Mills, FRIBA, Architect. Our RA review is on p. 745. 
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taken by the Council with any real sense of urgency and 
determination. 


In the meantime, we hope that nothing will be done to 
prejudice such a worthwhile undertaking by adding to the 
already far too numerous architectural societies before a:| 
other alternatives have been fully explored. 


CHURCH DESIGN 


HE discussion on Church Design at a recent meeting of 
the Architectural Association (reported elsewhere ‘n 
this issue) was useful if only because it brought out som:- 
thing of the complexity of the subject and emphasised tie 
scope for differences of opinion upon it. More than oie 
speaker urged that the contemporary church should be a 
sort of community centre, providing not only for religious 
worship but for education and recreation and the ordinary 
activities of social life. It may be noted that in the United 
States some churches already include tennis courts and 
swimming pools among their amenities. In providing for 
secular activities, where should the line be drawn? We 
were interested to note that one speaker at the AA regarded 
even schools and halls as “ basically wrong,” and urged 
that the only function of a church was to provide a place 
for thought and worship. With this many would agree. 


Then, too, there were differences of opinion about the 
place of symbolism in design, which is only to be expected 
when one considers the varying approaches to religion of 
the Anglican, the Nonconformist and the Roman Catholic 
communions. One speaker placed a high value on symbol- 
ism, another none at all, and there were differences of 
opinion even about the meaning of the word itself. Many, 
no doubt, would hold that architectural forms are them- 
selves an effective symbolism when created by skilled and 
sympathetic architects and craftsmen. Our inheritance of 
churches, great and small, particularly from periods when 
faith was strong, is sufficient evidence of the power of the 
shaped material to create a devotional atmosphere. We 
are surprised that one speaker should have considered it a 
“danger” that “a contemporary building, by the sheer 
force of its physical shape, colour and so on,” should 
“convey a purely physical feeling of worship and aspira- 
tion.” If there is anything in that argument then it can 
be used equally against the most venerable historic monu- 
ments of the Christian faith. 


Danger, if such there be, is more likely to be found in 
the opposite direction. Where secular as well as spiritual 
elements have to be embodied the special task of the archi- 
tect is to create a satisfactory unity. This has been done in 
many instances, but in a good deal of contemporary work 
the secular note tends to be over-emphasised. In the 
United States, indeed, the interiors as well as the exteriors 
of many recent churches are barely distinguishable from 
secular auditoria. 


The question of style can be a real difficulty. Some can 
see virtue only in the forms and materials traditionally 
associated with religious buildings; others hold that con- 
temporary needs should be expressed in contemporary 
forms and materials. The growth, too, of the Ecumenical 
Movement, hopeful as it is for the future of the Christian 
faith, has added its own quota of difficulties. 


Fortunately, many alert minds—in the Church as well as 
in the architectural profession—are at work on the prob- 
lems of church design. It is clearly impossible to lay down 
rules on the subject to everybody’s satisfaction. The cours 
best likely to achieve good results is for the Church 
authorities to formulate their requirements and then leav: 
it to their architects to interpret these in three dimensions 
to the best of their ability. 
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Notes of the Week 


THE RA BANQUET 


PERHAPS because so much had been 

expected of it, the broadcast of the 
Royal Academy banquet on April 27 fell 
a !ittle flat. Sir Anthony Eden, making 
his first speech in public as Prime Mini- 
ster, spoke as an admirer of Cezanne and 
moved easily from art to politics; the 
Second Sea Lord, Sir Guy Russell, did 
cr-dit to the Services whom he was repre- 
senting though his words embraced only 
the arts of war; while the President 
achieved what must be a record in the 
deivery of the maximum number of 
words in the minimum time. This was 
no: one of his best efforts; probably he 
was crowded for time, but the broadsides 
which he delivered against what he 
termed the “articulated skeletons” of 
m.ch of contemporary design were lost 
in the process and were resuscitated 
on y in the morning papers. This was a 
pi'v, for some good things were said. We 
sholl hope that the President next year 
wil throw away his notes and speak 
ex empore in the manner which inimi- 
ta ly he can do. 

fhe speech of the evening was un- 

doubtedly that of Mr. Justice Pearce 
(who modestly did not disclose that he 
ha: two pictures hung in the exhibition). 
In journalist’s parlance, his speech (as 
a connected series of bon mots) was not 
reportable, but some of his remarks 
deserve to be recorded. Here are a few: 

I should have liked more time to prune my 
proposed post-prandial oratory with a pair 
of non-secateurs; 

Much modern art appears to have been 
begotten on a bombsite in Bloomsbury by 
Euclid out of a female psychiatrist. 

Some artists produce their net incomes 
from gross figures; 

Artists do not often live in the purple; they 
more often live in the red; and Cosebion 
of landscape painting) 

Not every mountain is a hero to its valley. 
And finally, the peroration to his 

speech of greeting to the Royal Academy 
and its President: ‘“* We must congratu- 
late the Academy on its new President. 
You, sir, have a very great reputation in 
your profession, and now stand as cap- 
tain of this Academical ship, watching 
over its goings out and its comings in and 
regulating its vast spread of canvas.” 


PREFABRICATED UNITY ? 


THE FACT that manufacturers engaged 
in an industry with a future as promising 
as prefabrication should not already have 
formed an association to develop their 
interests has been a matter of some 
speculation. There are many aspects of 
development, apart altogether from tech- 
niques, which would gain from unified 
treatment, among them notably being 
approach to those building societies 
which as yet are not prepared to advance 
money on prefabricated homes, and some 
means of allocating countries or territory 
for export development to prevent un- 
necessary duplication of sales effort and 
unreasonable price-cutting. Possibly a 
fear that the existence of an association 
might interfere with individual sales 
developments has been at the root of the 
matter. 
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Whatever the reasons, it is interesting 
to note from an announcement printed 
on another page that difficulties have 
been overcome and that an association 
to be known as the British Prefabricated 
Building Industry Group has now been 
formed, with objects which, while leaving 
member firms in full control of their own 
organisations, should enable matters of 
common interest to be discussed and the 
full weight of this rapidly developing 
industry thrown into the scales, as and 
where required. This step is a wise one 
and we wish the Group, which is under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Richard New- 
sum, MBE, every success. 


NEW AA PRESIDENT 


WE CONGRATULATE Mr. Bryan West- 
wood on his election as President of the 
Architectural Association for its 109th 
session. Son of a distinguished architect, 
Mr. P. J. Westwood, the new President 
has himself had a distinguished career in 
his profession as practitioner, author and 
photographer of note. He won, with 
Edmund Ward, the competition for God- 
alming Town Hall, and has been archi- 
tect for a number of important industrial 
and school buildings in partnership with 
his brother Norman and later J. E. K. 
Harrison and Gilbert Chapman. He has 
also found time to devote to professional 
committees. Modest, genial and far- 
sighted, Mr. Westwood should make an 
exceptional contribution to the AA’s 
progress. 


GESTURE TO STUDENTS 


THE TRURO BRANCH of the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects, whose 
members have always shown interest in 
the activities of new entrants to the pro- 
fession, are to be congratulated on giving 
them a place in the Branch’s Journal. 

The current edition of the Journal 
includes a report by J. C. Truscott cover- 
ing matters of interest to students and 








COMING EVENTS 
SUNDAY, MAY 8. 
BALLAST, SAND AND ALLIED TRADES ASSOCIATION.— 


Silver Jubilee Convention. Norbreck Hydro, Black- 
pool. Continuing until May 12. 


MONDAY, MAY 9. 
RIBA Liprary Group.—‘‘ Architecture of Islam,’’ 


by Mr. G. Anthony Atkinson, ARIBA, 66, Portland- 
place, Wl. 6 p.m, 
TUESDAY MAY 10. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ Tropical 
Architecture,’’ by Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, CBE, F A. 
Royal Society, Burlington House, Wl. 1 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocieTy.—‘‘ Illuminated 
Chateaux of France,’’ by Mr. J. J. Chappat. Royal 
Society of Arts, John Adam-street, WC2. 6 p.m. 

COUNCIL FOR VISUAL EDUCATION.—Annual meeting 
and talk on ‘* Tow: ,” by Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, 
CBE, FSA, Hon.ARIBA. 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 
2.45 p.m. 

“ LMBA.—Luncheon for Central Area No. 3. Cut- 
ler’s Hall, Warwick-lane, EC4. 1 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS.—— 

Annual dinner. Dorchester Hotel, W1. 7.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY ll. 

LMBA (CeEntTRAL No. I).—Lunch, followed by dis- 
cussion on RIBA Form of Contract. (Mr. A. G. 
Miles and Mr. R Williams, chairmen of the 
LMBA and NFBTE contract committees, respec- 
tively, will attend.) Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, 
Kensington High-street, W8.—1 p.m. 

COMMONS, OPEN SPACES AND FOOTPATHS PRESERVA- 
TION Society. —AGM. 71, Eccleston-square, SW1. 


3 p.m. 
THURSDAY, MAY 12. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Annual general 
meeting, followed by talk on ‘* The Work of the 
Ordnance Survey in this country,’’ by Brig. A. H. 
— OBE. 12, Great George-street, SW1. 

1S p.m. 


743 





Mr. Bryan Westwood, FRIBA, AA Dipl 
(Hons), who will be the new President of 
the AA (see Note). 





also a selection of illustrations of the 
work carried out in the Architectural 
Department of Cornwall Technical 
College. 

Elsewhere in its pages work carried 
out by members of the Branch who are 
in private practice is also shown. A 
special cover design was prepared by Mr. 
J. B. Crowther, ARIBA. 

Another Journal recently issued is 
that of the Plymouth Branch of the 
Society. Besides news of branch affairs, 
this issue contains an article on the new 
ambulance sub-station at Crownhill, 
Plymouth (illustrated in The Builder of 
November 26, 1954), and the text of the 
AA presidential address given last 
October by Mr. Peter Shepheard, 
ARIBA, AMTPI, AILA. 


NEW ZEALAND ARCHITECTURE 


AN INDICATION as to. style of 
architecture being developed by the 
younger generation of New Zealand 
architects can be gauged from the pages 
of the 1955 prospectus of the School of 
Architecture, Auckland University Col- 
lege. It contains illustrations of schemes 
carried out by students of all years, many 
of which are comparable in standard to 
the best of our own schools. The School 
trains architects in the contemporary 
idiom on a broad, systematically planned 
course of full-time studies, and is recog- 
nised by the New Zealand Institute of 
Architects for membership and registra- 
tion. It is also recognised by the RIBA, 
and throughout the Commonwealth. 


NEW CHURCH SCHOOL 


Wuat is believed to be one of the first 
modern Church primary schools to be 
built in the Diocese of London since the 
passing of the new Education Act, the 
St. Lawrence Cowley School, near 
Uxbridge, was officially opened by the 
Duchess of Kent last week. The dedi- 
cation service was conducted by the 
Bishop of London. Messrs. Gordon 
Jackson and Partners were the architects 
for the new school. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE RIBA AND OTHER 
PROFESSIONAL BODIES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I attach for your information 
copy of a letter which is being sent 
to all members of the Royal Institute in 
the United Kingdom. 
C. D. SprRraGG, 
Secretary, RIBA. 


66 Portland-place, W1. 


COPY OF LETTER 
Dear Sir or Madam, 


The Council have instructed me to 
write to you on the subject of member- 
ship of professional societies whose acti- 
vities are concerned with the architec- 
tural profession. 

As a member of the Royal Institute 
you will be aware that the RIBA, to- 
gether with the Allied Societies in the 
provinces and overseas, provides a world- 
wide organisation for the representation 
of the profession on a unified basis in all 
matters affecting architecture and the 
status of architects. 

The Council have been giving serious 
consideration to the question of member- 
ship of other professional bodies, 
especially those which require no qualifi- 
cation by examinaton. They are aware 
of a tendency, fortunately not wide- 
spread, to regard the profession as com- 
posed of sections whose interests may 
come into conflict. They do not sub- 
scribe to this opinion. They regard the 
profession as a single entity composed of 
members whose ultimate interests in the 
advancement of architecture are identi- 
cal. 

It is, in the Council’s opinion, of the 
utmost importance to maintain the pres- 
tige and influence of the profession with 
Central and Local Government and 
other authorities. This can only be done 
if the profession remains completely 
united and allows no conflict or internal 
division of opinion to appear publicly. 
Obviously there are different points of 
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view among members, but these should 
be discussed and resolved within the 
body of the profession. The Royal Insti- 
tute is the proper organisation for such 
discussion, and adequate machinery is 
available through the committees of the 
Royal Institute and the Allied Societies’ 
Conference. 

In recent weeks there have been moves, 
attended with some publicity, towards the 
formation of Societies of Private Prac- 
tising Architects in London, the Mid- 
lands and the west of England. The 
Council do not suggest that members 
must not discuss their individual interests, 
but they hold strongly that this ought to 
be done within the framework of the 
RIBA and its Allied Societies. 

With regard to the proposal to form a 
London Society of Private Practising 
Architects and its proposed activities, you 
are doubtless aware that all such activi- 
ties are already being pursued by the 
RIBA. For example, the long-felt dis- 
satisfaction with the present Scale of 
Fees for State-aided Housing Schemes 
has been the subject of negotiation with 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government for many months, and a 
revised scale is now being studied by the 
Associations of Local Authorities. In 
addition the RIBA, through various com- 
mittees of the Institute such as the Public 
Relations Committee, the Practice Com- 
mittee and the Competitions Comnnittee, 
is already dealing with matters which it is 
proposed shall be considered by the 
London Society of Private Practising 
Architects. 

In conclusion, the Council have asked 
if you will very seriously consider the in- 
advisability of membership of bodies out- 
side the framework of the Royal Insti- 
tute, as they are convinced that any 
extension of such membership must 
weaken the profession as a whole in the 
eyes of the nation, and consequently im- 
pair the power of the Council to repre- 
sent your individual interests. 

It may be that these matters do not 
affect you immediately and directly, but 
the Council thought it right that you 
should be made aware of the general 
policy of the Royal Institute. 


Yours very truly, 
C. D. SpRAGG, 
Secretary. 
April 25, 1955. 


COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—The charts compiled by Mr. H. J. 
Venning, FRICS, showing the trend 

in the cost of building, published in your 
issue for April 15, must have been of 
great interest to students of building 
economics and I am surprised that they 
have not stimulated more discussion in 
your correspondence columns. Many 
must have been puzzled by the dispro- 
portionate rise in “ building costs,” par- 
ticularly over the past four years, com- 
pared with the rises in wages and 
materials. Why, now that the two latter 
factors are virtually level at about 268 
points above 1939, should building costs 
be about 65 points higher, with an appar- 
ent tendency for the disparity to increase 
in the near future? Are we to take it 
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that this “ margin” is accounted for by 
increases in the cost of overheads and 
other factors of management? If so, it 
would be interesting to have it analysed 
and broken down under various appro- 
priate headings so as to ascertain whether 
there is any room for economy. 

It is certainly disappointing to find that 
there has been an increase of over 4 per 
cent. in the cost of building during te 
past year, and we have to assume that but 
for incentives the increase would have 
been even greater. Some economisis 
seem reconciled to progressive inflation, 
but the ordinary citizen wonders how loi.g 
it can go on without involving us in very 
serious difficulties. 

We are often warned of the danger of 
the industry pricing itself out of work, 
but is everything that could be done being 
done to reduce costs? It is particularly 
interesting to note from Mr. Vennine’s 
Chart B that between 1920-23 costs fell 
appreciably as a result of the abolition 
of the rise and fall clause, which pro- 
vokes the thought that a repetition of that 
action today might be similarly bene- 
ficial. I should be interested to know the 
views of other readers on the points I 
have raised. 

SOUTHRON. 


CATALOGUES AND BROCHURES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I must confess that I do not 

know whether I am supposed to be 
helpless or audacious. Whichever it is, 
Mr. Campbell is too severe on both Mr. 
Leach and myself. I suggest that he re- 
reads our letters and considers them from 
the viewpoint of professional men who 
have literally a multitude of materials 
and branded goods to deal with, and who 
must have detailed knowledge of them 
to render that service to their clients for 
which they are paid. 

Having sent a request to a particular 
firm for detailed knowledge one does not 
expect to, and in fact seldom does, have 
to read an amount of generalised des- 
cription which is of no use to one. That 
is what I call sales literature (it is often 
the subject matter of copy to some 
periodical) and to send it out in response 
to a request for facts only induces a feel- 
ing of annoyance. That is the explan- 
ation, if any were needed, of my previous 
letter. 

I am sure that if Mr. Campbell de- 
signed buildings or produced bills of 
quantities for a living instead of carrying 
out his present very necessary function he 
would agree with us. 


L. H. Locxtey [ARICS] 


179, Lower Addiscombe-road, 
E. Croydon, Surrey. 


AA TALK ON AFRICA 


“LOOKING AT AFRICA” is the title of 
a talk to be given to the Architectural 
Association on Thursday, May 19; by 
Mr. Peter Kenyon, MA, AMICE, and 
Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, Hon.ARIBA. 
The talk (which will be preceded by din- 
ner at 7 o’clock, bookings to the Secre- 
tary beforehand) will commence at 8 p.in. 
and will be illustrated by new colcur 
slides. 
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL, EAST ELEVATION. Basil Spence, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, Architect. 


The RA Summer Exhibition 


THE PRESENTATION 


OF ARCHITECTURE 


Reviewed by CHARLES PIKE, ARIBA 


A NOTHER Summer Exhibition at the 
Royal Academy. What is the archi- 
tectural standard? How is it set? By 
good architecture and good drawings, or 
just plain mediocrity depending in the 
main on presentation? 
Whether the influence of the new Presi- 
dent has prevailed or not this year, cer- 
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tainly there is much more space devoted 
to architecture. The Architectural Room, 
so often cramped, spills over into gallery 
X and even needs supplementary draw- 
ings to fill the walls. We have the setting. 
What of the contents? 

The first impression is that it is better 
than last year. The full range of archi- 
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Jrawn by S. P. A. Holland. 


STONE’S CHOP HOUSE, PANTON STREET, W. A. E. Richardson, PRA, Architect. 


tectural thought in 1955 appears to be as 
catholic as ever. Good traditional, good 
contemporary, blended Gothic, safer 
Georgian, reluctant Regency and some 
tentative essays refiecting the uncertainty 
of the authors: all are present. This is 
an important exhrbition and is the most 
readily accessible to the casual public. 
Here the professional standards are 
measured by eyes, mostly untutored, but 
usually interested The professional 
forms his own opinion, sighs or declaims 
—secretly rather enjoying it all—and 
departs with the feeling that his own 
work is not so bad after all. 

But what of the general impact? How 
difficult it must be to find any measure 
to assess the new thoughts and expres- 
sions. Unreasoned prejudice may pre- 
vail against traditional or modern expres- 
sion, and good buildings be condemned 
because only dimly understood. How 
much depends on the perspective artist 
or the skilled model maker? Can the 
architecture be separated from the 
coloured textures of the late Cyril Farey, 
the clouds and reflected lights of J. D. M. 
Harvey, or the colourful backgrounds of 
Lawrence Wright? 

The architectural merits are often best 
discerned by the professional in line 
drawings or simple elevations with colour 
wash. In these, the tricks of presentation 
are limited and design must tell. 


PRESENTATION AND DRAWING 

The exhibition does then tend to be 
dominated by methods of presentation, 
and in some instances the architecture 
is only vaguely apparent. The most 
emphatic and striking picture which 
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SYLVANIA-THORN COLOUR TELEVISION LABORATORIES, ENFIELD. 
Geoffrey A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, Architect. 


greets your entry into the Architectural 
Room is Basil Spence’s Coventry Cathe- 
dral from the east (1159). It is an en- 
larged pencil drawing, impressive and 
extremely satisfying. Here good archi- 
tecture and presentation go hand in hand. 

Near by are two designs by Professor 
Richardson, PRA, simply drawn in pen- 
cil and quite devoid of pretence. Stone’s 
Chop House (1158), which fronts a nar- 
row street, reflects the President’s clarity 
ef expression in his own medium but 
somehow fails to recapture the spirit of 
this celebrated eating establishment 
which was an early war casualty. Again 
“The Financial Times ” building in Can- 
non-street by the PRA is presented in 
the same manner but fails to give much 
pleasure architecturally. But in con- 
trast, how much joy one can derive from 


his delightful phantasy “Castles in Spain” 
(1229). 

Sir Edward Maufe varies his methods 
to suit the building. The Middle Temple 
Library (1149), with its quiet and un- 
obtrusive distinction, is very well drawn 
in elevation by G. E. Cassidy, with a 
dark wash to emphasise the fenestration. 
Another building by this architect, 
St. Mary-in-the- Park at Willingdon 
(1154), captures the downland spirit with 
a colourful effect by J. D. M. Harvey 
despite a somewhat restless character in 
the architecture. 

Lawrence Wright, whose skilful draw- 
ing and great appreciation of colour is 
well represented in the exhibition, illus- 
trates a diversity of architectural con- 
ception including the large Northfleet 
Paper Mills (1178) by Farmer and Dark; 
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Maufe’s St. Columbia’s (1168) and 
Easton and Robertson’s New Printing 
Works at Debden (1253). 

An office block (1186) in the City by 
Edward Mills is very well illustrated with 
a most arresting drawing in colour 5y 
G. C. Bodgener which, however, fails to 
cover the uncertainty of the design. 
Frank Hoar’s drawing of shop premi:es 
at Hanley (1212) designed by Coin 
St. C. Oakes shows a pleasant combira- 
tion of good architectural character w:ll 
suited to purpose and an appropriate p«r- 
spective. 

Other presentation methods differixg 
in character but worthy of study «re 
Marshall Sisson’s Okeover Hall, Staffo:d- 
shire (1146 and 1147), well adapted to tre 
subject; a bungalow at Corbiére, Jersey 
(1216), designed by W. H. Marmorek aid 
drawn with an early morning freshness 
by Lionel Weaver; and a sensitive 
Georgian composition by Raymond Erith 
(1142). 

Myerscough Walker has a very per- 
sonal technique which, while not equaily 
pleasing to everybody, does succeed most 
clearly in expressing the architectural 
conception of 1183, Atomic Energy build- 
ing, Risley, designed by T. L. Viney and 
R. S. Brocklesby, and 1193, Knights- 
bridge Development, by Guy Morgan 
and Partners. There are also good 
drawings by John Stammers, Arthur 
Shearing, E. J. Thring and Frank 
Weemys. 

MODELS 


The making of models has reached a 
high standard and in this year’s Academy 
there are a number of skilful illustrations 
of this medium. Models can easily 
deceive, especially in scale, but have the 
merit of presenting many aspects of a 
scheme. Dr. J. L. Martin’s Youth and 
Sports Centre for the L.C.C. at the Crys- 
tal Palace (1223) is successful in depicting 
an imaginative use of natural facilities, 


ROYAL ALFRED MERCHANT SEAMEN’S HOME, BELVEDERE, KENT. Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Partners, 
Architects. 
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D awn by Raymond Erith. 


DESIGN WITH THREE CORNICES. Raymond Erith, FRIBA, Architect. 


interesting and capable essay in 
)dern construction and form. G. A. 
licoe’s Television Laboratories at 
field (1200) indicate an appreciation of 
-odern materials with a nice sense of 
lance and contrast, so often lacking. 
cricket pavilion at East Molesey by 
sil Ward (1209) is an_ instructive 
nodern ‘building, nicely modelled and 
ry successful in combining the modern 
idiem with the atmosphere of this very 
English game. 
DESIGN 


The general standards of design vary 
considerably in so many ways. Different 
methods and variety are a good thing 
and it is well to consider not whether this 
or that is the only possible architectural 
solution but whether it is good in its own 
medium. It is perhaps helpful to con- 
sider various groups of buildings and 
indicate general points of interest. ‘ 

CHURCHES: In addition to those men- 
tioned before there is a small church at 
Biggin Hill By Sir Giles Scott, Son and 
Partner (1153) which maintains a general 
conception of good brickwork, steeply 
pitched tiled roofs and a restful air of 
tranquility so important in this type of 
building. _ By contrast, a church at 
Bournemouth (1143) suffers from too 
many themes and the lack of repose is 
disturbing and unhappy. 

The new church at Crawley by Brad- 
dock and Martin Smith (1112) owes 
something in general conception to 
Coventry Cathedral but is rather too 
broken in outline for a small building. 

PuBLic BUILDINGS: Most Government 
buildings are offices of some kind or 
another, and it is pleasant to record the 
high architectural standards which now 
emanate from the Ministry of Works. 
Post Office buildings at Pudsey (1156) by 


w>rrs mas & 


<s 


John Parr, Exeter (1119), by Cyril Pin- 


fold and a Telephone Exchange (1115) 
(by W. S. Frost) are varied and good. 

The new Government building at 
Kingston, Jamaica, by Graham Daw- 
barn (1137) would be interesting in 
its sun-drenched setting although the 
light and shade is not very evident from 
the drawing. A police station at Bir- 
mingham by A. G. Sheppard Fidler 
(1167) is interesting as a blend of old 
ind new thought which should prove 
successful in execution. 

FLATS AND HousinGc: The vast num- 


ber of new buildings in this category now 
going on*in this country tends to blind 
one to the merits of much good design. 
It is difficult to single out many schemes 
which are particularly outstanding, but 
there is a human quality about some flats 
at Birkenhead (1243) by James and 
Bywaters; some police housing at Lad- 
broke Grove (1130) by J. Innes Elliott; 
Leigham Court (1135) by William F. 
Howard; and another good scheme by 
Elliott at Muswell Hill (1177). 

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES: It is always 
fascinating to see how greatly varied 
are the conceptions of these buildings 
which have basic needs so carefully regu- 
lated by Ministry standards. There is 
the widely different architectural form of 
C. Stillman’s College of Further Educa- 
tion at Harrow (1258), Louis de Soissons’ 
Grammar School at Gosport. (1192), 
Howard Lobb’s Secondary School at 
Woking (in association with John Harri- 
son) (1148) and a number of schools by 
Farquharson and McMorran. All have 
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something to contribute in their own way 
in this important field. 

OFFICES: The new offices now going 
up in London and large towns are well 
represented. What is needed in such a 
building appears to differ widely. Good 
lighting is essential but not always pro- 
vided. Curtis Green’s contributions 
(1163 and 1164) are in the more con- 
servative manner with consideration for 
massing, while Gordon Tait’s winning 
design for the Gaiety site (1238) is good 
contemporary architecture contrasting 
with the more academic structure for the 
Colonial Department designed by the 
same office (1230). 

PoWER STATIONS: There are few of 
these enormous erections in this year’s 
exhibition but if not particularly success- 
ful the schemes (1131) by Messrs. 
Clifford Tee and Gale at Donington and 
Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners’ scheme 
for Goldington (1132) show a greater 
appreciation of the problem and purpose. 

OTHER BUILDINGS: It would be diffi- 
cult to pick out every scheme worthy of 
note but such variable buildings as the 
Staff College at Henley-on-Thames by 
Geddes Hyslop (1151); the Roderic Hill 
Building by Graham Dawbarn (1126); 
Flats and Houses at Sydenham (1190) by 
Donald McMorran; the _ delightful 
“* pub ” by Louis de Soissons at Plymouth 
(1196); and Sir Hugh Casson’s beautiful 
sketch of his scheme at Sidgwick Avenue, 
Cambridge (1113) are worthy of attention. 


BUILDING SURVEYORS 


Tue following candidates have been suc- 
cessful in the RIBA examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities, held during April: Messrs. 
Edward Ashworth; Arnold Cherrington; 
John Ford; Clifford Baines Learmount; 
Trevor Lloyd; John Russell Parry and 
William Morgan Thomas. 














SHOP PREMISES, HANLEY. Colin St. C. Oakes, MBE, FRIBA, Architect. 








748 THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE RA SUMMER EXHIBITION, 


ep Ae fre 
EX Wise) 


“ee ag 


Drawn by Arthur H. Shearing 


Top 
FLATS AND HOUSES, 
SYDENHAM HILL, FOR THE 
CORPORATION OF LONDON. 
Donald H. McMorran, ARA-elect, 
FRIBA, Architect. 


Centre 
OFFICES & FLATS, 
24-29 ST. GILES, OXFORD, 
FOR ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE. 
Lionel Brett, FRIBA, Architect. 


Below 


SHEERWATER EAST CS 
SCHOOL, WOKING, FOR THE 
SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL. 
Howard V.Lobb, CBE, FRIBA, 
Architect, in collaboration with J. 
Harrison, ARIBA, County Architect. 


Drawn by Newton Watson. 
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ST. MARY-IN-THE-PARK, 
WILLINGDON. Sir Edward 
Maufe, RA, Architect. 





Drawn by J. D. M. Harvey. 


ST. MARK’S  PRESBY- 

TERIAN CHURCH, GREEN- 

WICH. A. Llewellyn Smith, 

MBE, FRIBA (Llewellyn Smith 
& Waters), Architect. 





Drawn by F. A. Evans. 





ST. MARK’S PARISH 

CHURCH & HALL, BIGGIN 

HILL. Sir Giles Scott, RA, 
Son & Partner, Architects. 





Drawn by J. D. M. Harvey. 
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Drawn by D. Jackson. 


POLICE STATION & FLATS, BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, 
City Architect. 





Drawn by J. A. Neyroud. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE HOUSING, MUSWELL HILL. J. Innes 
Elliott, ARIBA, Architect, with S. J. Hanchet, ARIBA. 
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NEW POST OFFICE, PUDSEY. John Parr, ARIBA (MoW), Architect. 
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OFREX HOUSE. 
Wornum & Playne, FF.RIBA, 
Architects (in collaboration with 
D. & J. D. Wood). 











Drawn by B. R. Williams. 


NEW OFFICE BUILDING FOR 
UK ATOMIC ENERGY 
AUTHORITY INDUSTRIAL 
GROUP, RISLEY. T. L. Viney 
& R. S. Brocklesby, F/ARIBA, 
Architects. 





Drawn by R. Myersc aaa Walker. 





RODERIC HILL BUILDING, 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNO- 

LOGY. Graham Dawbarn, CBE, 
FRIBA (Norman & Dawbarn), 

Architect. 





Drawn by Frank A. Weemys. 
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Drawn by J. R. Oke. 


LION & COLUMN PUBLIC 
HOUSE, HAM _ ESTATE, 
PLYMOUTH. Louis de Soissons, 
RA, Peacock, Hodges & 
Robertson, Architects. 


pet. Pe 
aha dl. gc Hi 
eS THE NEW MOON PUBLIC 
HOUSE. Ernest B. Musman, 


FRIBA, Architect. 





Draw.: by E, B. Musman. 


PUBLIC HOUSE, STAN- 
WELL, MIDDX. Fred Green- 
wood, ARIBA, Architect. 





Drawn by Lionel Weaver. 
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Main entrance. 


HOME FOR OLD PEOPLE, KNIGHTON HOUSE, LEICESTER 


County Architect 
T. A. COLLINS, FRIBA 


Assistant County Architect 
E. C. MOUNT, ARIBA 


Architect-in-Charge 
Jj. F. COOPER, ARIBA 


Builders 
H. W. SLATER (BIRSTALL), LTD. 


Bae: Knighton House property, Leicester, including 

the original house and six and a half acres of 
land, was acquired by Leicester County Council in 
May, 1950, the London Road frontage being subse- 
quently transferred to the police authority for housing 
purposes. The house itself, adapted for 24 residents 
together with accommodation for staff, was opened in 
October, 1951. ‘The new home recently completed 
and known as ‘‘ Gloucester Home” provides for 
22 of the 39 beds for the old people on the ground 
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floor, the remaining 17 being on the first floor together 
with the staff accommodation, guest room, sewing 
room and one sitting-room. Space for a future home 
of similar size is provided in the layout. 

Based on Ministry recommended standards, the 
accommodation is divided broadly into four sections: 
(1) The bed-sitting rooms, of which there are 26 
single (including guest room) each of approximately 
120 ft. super, and seven double each of approximately 
180 ft. super; together with sanitary accommodation. 
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View from the west. 


(2) The sitting-rooms, two on the ground floor and In addition, the usual ancillary accommodation has 
one on the first floor (each has an open fire in addition been provided including office, waiting room, utility- 


to hot-water radiators). (3) The dining-room, service, cum-laundry room, sewing room, etc. 
kitchen, etc., including day staff rest room. (4) Construction. Load-bearing brickwork with external 
Resident staff accommodation. cavity walls faced with buff multi-rustics. 
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The pitched roof is of 
timber on light steel trusses 
and purlins covered with ‘“ Rey- 
nardo ”’ double roll interlocking tiles. 
The ground floor is mass concrete, 
with “‘ Synthaprufe ”’ membrane and 
screeded to suit the various finishes. 
The suspended floors and flat roofs 
| are of prestressed beams, the floors 
being designed to carry the clinker- 
block partitions. The flat roof is 
finished in three-layer built-up 
bituminous felt with a grit finish 
and is laid on a vermiculite screed. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors 
and others associated with the 
scheme: 


t+ 


Sub-contractors: Precast concrete. J. Ellis 
and Sons, Ltd.; roof tiling, Fergusson and Sons, 
Ltd.; felt roofing, William Briggs and Sons, 
Ltd.; asphalter, Weston and Bolton, Ltd.; 
tarmac paving, Leicester Asphalte and Tar 
Paving Co., Ltd.; plasterer, Liggins Bros.; 
painter, Artistic Decorations (Leicester), Ltd. 

Nominated suppliers: Steel windows, Crittall 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; roof lights, Mellowes 
and Co., Ltd., and J. A. King and Co.; iron- 
mongery, Dryad Metalworks, Ltd., James 
Gibbons, Ltd., Corts, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
Briggs Bros. (Leicester), Ltd.; kitchen equip- 
ment, Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., Hobart 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Crypto, Ltd., W. H. 
Smith and Co., Carron Co., Ltd.; front doors, 
Hollis Bros., Ltd. 


Nominated sub-contractors: Steelwork, S. 
Russell and Sons, Ltd.; prestressed floors 
(‘‘ Bison ”’), Concrete, Ltd.; electrical installa- 
tion, T. H. Wathes and Co., Ltd.; heating 
and hot water installation, Young, Austen 
and Young, Ltd.; thermoplastic floor tiling, 
Semtex, Ltd.; wood block floors, Philip 
Flooring Co., Ltd.; cork tile floors, Elgood; 
Li “* Pyrok ” wall and ceiling treatment, 
E. B. Trumper (Surfacing), Ltd.; wrought iron 
balustrades, Metalcraft, Ltd.; built-in ward- 
robes, Leicester Cabinet Co., Ltd.; built-in 
fittings, De Montfort Joinery Works. 














HOME FOR OLD PEOPLE, 
KNIGHTON HOUSE, 
LEICESTER 
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A typical double bed-sitting-room. 
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BOOK 


TV Stations: A GUIDE FOR ARCHITECTS, 
ENGINEERS AND MANAGEMENT. By 
Walter J. Duschinsky. (New York: 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation). 
Price $12. (London: Chapman and 
Hall.) Price 96s. 


AFTER a short foreword this book is 

divided into two parts of some 40 
pages and 66 pages respectively, followed 
by five Appendices, a Bibliography, a 
Glossary of Terms, and an Index. The 
dust-cover states that part one deals with 
the master planning which precedes con- 
struction, and part two with the practical 
problems that arise in the operation of 
a TV station. 

I started reading the book under a 
misapprehension. My preconceived idea 
was of a book that traced the history, 
the scope and the future of TV with an 
emphasis on its buildings both in the 
United States of America and generally 
throughout the world. I looked for plans 
of buildings that had been erected or were 
being erected and, hopefully, for imagi- 
native plans of buildings that might be 
erected in the future. As I read, I found 
a number of diagrams, “spiders” or 
management charts, and photographs of 
various types of equipment, also many 
sentences that seemed to me to be plati- 
tudes and others that I did not under- 
stand. Among the latter are: 

“An obvious point is that the movement of 
the camera inside the studio should be, within 
reasonable limits, unrestricted by the height or 

of the studio...” ; . 

“Talent facilities can be arranged as peri- 
metrical units or as an upper level integrated 

art.” 
" And a phrase that I am recording be- 
cause I enjoyed it: 

“|. five to ten well-designed educational 
originating centres staffed with educators.” 

It was only on turning to Appendix 
1 that the light dawned. This appendix 
describes a fictitious ‘““ Master Plan Study 
for a New UHF Television Station,” and 
I suddenly and belatedly realised that the 
whole book is written from the stand- 
point of a promoter of TV stations 
within the United States of America. I 
then re-read the book and found that 
many of the platitudes related to the 
necessity of obtaining expert advice 
before starting a project and I also found 
a number of worth-while though some- 
what unrelated pieces of first-hand know- 
ledge and information: 

** The functional separation of studios from 
other production areas must be realised for 
successful operation. The present practice of 
using the high-dollar-value studio area as 
scenery, prop and equipment storage space 
should be abandoned. To this end, space 
devoted to storage, shops and dressing rooms 
must be large enough to function without over- 
flow into the actual production area.” 

I was also very interested in the 
reasoned comparison between incandes- 
cent and fluorescent lighting; in the 
description of “ telecruisers ”; and in the 
suggestion that air conditioning should 
be in units supplying a series of areas 
rather than in one plant. Again it is 
valuable to learn of the “ prohibitive cost 
of elaborate live talent” and of the 
advantages and disadvantages of 16 mm. 
(non-flam.) against the 35 mm. (flam.) 
film, because these may both have con- 
siderable effect on planning. 
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To sum up; there is no doubt that the 
author has great knowledge and exper- 
ience and that a lot of interesting and 
valuable information has been assembled. 
My complaints are, first, that the book is 
not what I thought it was going to be 
(which is my fault) and, secondly, that 
there is too much of what I would like 
irreverently to call “blah” with, sud- 
denly, a surprisingly and even alarmingly 
precise statement such as: “ The accept- 
able noise level within a television build- 
ing is 25 to 30 decibels.” (But where?) 
There are also too many misprints for a 
comparatively slim and expensive pub- 
lication. 

If I were proposing to set up a TV 
station in America I would most cer- 
tainly buy and read Mr. Duschinsky’s 
book and, having read it and realised 
how little I knew, I would not hesitate to 
seek expert advice. There is even a 
modest section devoted to the methods 
of advertising for the promotion of 
“television home receiver sales.” 

The spread of television stations 
throughout the United States of America 
will inevitably be followed by similar— 
though perhaps not equal—activities in 
other parts of the world. The whole thing 
is an immense symbol of a coming age, 
just as the development of air travel. was 
20 years ago. I hope that, in due course, 
Mr. Duschinsky will give us another 
book more international in scope, more 
closely reasoned and with a professional 
rather than a commercial bias. 


GRAHAM R. DAWBARN. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


« Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application -to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
vacking) should accompany the order, 


FOUNDATION ENGINEERING. By _ Rolt 
Hammond. (London: Odhams Press, Ltd.) 
Price 21s. 

HousiInG DesIGN. By Eugene Henry 
Klaber.. (London: Chapman and Hall.) 
Price 68s. 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1954. 
By James Kekwick and Jack Hughes. 
(London: The Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors.) Price 26s., post free. 

ROOFING AND STAIRBUILDING WITH THE 
STEEL SQUARE. By A. McSwan. (London: 
The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 


TWO ARCHITECTURAL 
VACANCIES 


Appointments in Lagos and Norwich 


Lacos Executive Development Board, 
Nigeria, invite applications for the appoint- 
ment of Senior Architect at a salary of 
£1,700 a year, rising to £1,800. The Board 
is responsible for large-scale planning con- 
trol, outline and detail planning and con- 
struction for both new development and 
redevelopment for industrial, residential and 
commercial purposes in Lagos. 

Applications are also invited for the 
appointment of City Architect for the City 
of Norwich at a salary of £1,832, rising to 
£2,095 a year. Details of both these 
appointments are advertised elsewhere in 
this issue. 
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RA BANQUET 


Professor Richardson's Speech 


IHIS year’s Royal Academy Exhibition 
contained little to suggest qualities of 
civic embellishment worthy of a great period 
of reconstruction, declared PROFESSOR A. E, 
RICHARDSON, president of the Academy, 
when he made the principal speech at the 
Royal Academy annual dinner at Burlington 
House on April 27. (Sir Anthony Eden, the 
Prime Minister, was the chief guest.) 

Professor Richardson (who was respord- 
ing to the toast of “ The Academy ”) asked 
whether the fault could be attributed “to 
those schools where only the title of archi- 
tecture is retained and the substance is «ll 
unknown.” Lack of imagination, he said 
was one of the chief faults of many modern 
designers. 

In recent times architecture had been sub- 
jected to strange abridgments both in form 
and costume, and was often uncouth. ‘ Tie 
freaks to which this once inviolate art has 
been subjected have deprived it both of 
sculpture and painting. It often finds itsclf 
an articulated skeleton, no longer inspiring 
virtue but all the economic makeshifts of 
utility.” 

Earlier in his speech Professor Richardson 
had described this year’s exhibition as “ ex- 
ceptionally virile.” Some 9,000 works had 
been submitted, of which about 1,500 had 
been retained. ‘“‘ There is a new spirit in the 
art world—especially among students,” he 
went on. “It is a form of realism, very em- 
phatic, disdainful of eccentricities, and not 
at all concerned for notoriety. This new 
force in its broadest aspect extends to the 
Commonwealth of nations and to our friends 
who control the western hemisphere. The 
new spirit can be seen in the arts of many 
European countries. May it be symptomatic 
of a new spirit of unity among all nations.” 

Criticism of art depended on individual 
taste. ‘“‘ My advice is, study the world’s 
masterpieces or disdain them, but, what- 
ever you do, think for yourselves. It is 
certain that if an artist desires to combine 
study with happiness he cannot do better 
than emulate the qualities of works which 
defy fashion.” 

SiR ANTHONY EDEN, replying to the toast 
of “Her Majesty’s Ministers,” said that 
he was conscious that he was replying to 
the toast in the place of one who had excep- 
tional qualities to do so, not only as a states- 
man of honour and renown but as a painter 
who was also one of their number (Sir Win- 
ston Churchill). In the latter respect his own 
shortcomings must be only too well known 
to them. Never, he feared, would an early 
Eden adorn those walls. 

On the other hand, he was not going to 
pretend that he was without interest in the 
variety of genius they honoured that night. 
From his earliest years he had been brought 
up to love and try to understand the pictures 
among which they lived at home. 

To-day he found refuge and refreshment 
in the work of our own contemporaries of 
many lands as in the glowing pleasure which 
the old masters could always give up. In 
politics he was sure it was good to hold to 
those real values, and many a wordy debate 
had been whiled away for him by thoughts 
of a painting that he loved, or of a corner 
of a garden where he had still some work 
to do. He did not think that was escapism; 
he thought it was civilization. 
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News of the Week 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


48-HOUR test was held on April 

20-21 on the site of the new 
Coventry Cathedral, for which Mr. Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, is the archi- 
tect. Its aim was to decide how far it 
would be necessary to sink the 671 con- 
crete piles on which the cathedral will 
stand. 

One hundred tons of pig iron, twice the 
load that any of the piles will have to 
bear, were progressively placed on tim- 
ber beams and metal girders over a con- 
crete pile sunk to red marl 18 feet below 
the ground surface. 

Deflectometers recorded how far the 
pile sank as the load was increased; if 
the sinking recorded is less than } in. the 
marl will probably be used as a founda- 
tion; if more, a similar test will be carried 
out on the sandstone stratum below it. 


§. AFRICAN RESEARCH DIRECTOR 


Tue Council for Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research in South Africa, states our 
contemporary The South African 
Builder, has announced the appointment 
of Mr. Niko Stutterheim as Director of 
the National Building Research Institute. 
He succeeds Mr. J. E. Jennings, who was 
recently appointed Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the University of the Wit- 
watersrand. Mr. Stutterheim, who is 40, 
is well known for his outstanding 
research work on the production of slag 
cement from Iscor blast furnace slag. 
He was also largely responsible for 
solving the problem of corrosion in con- 
crete sewer pipes, thus saving municipali- 
ties throughout the Union large sums of 
money which previously had to be spent 
on replacements. More recently he Has 
been credited with finding the explana- 
tion for the serious cracking of concrete 
structures and deflection of beams made 
with aggregates from the Karoo System. 


RIBA LIBRARY GROUP 


THE next meeting of the RIBA Library 
Group will take place on May 9, at 66, 
Portland-place, W1, at 6 p.m. The even- 
ing will be devoted to a talk by Mr. G. 
Anthony Atkinson, ARIBA, entitled: 
“ Architecture of Islam—some buildings 
in Africa, the Mediterranean area, and 
South Asia, whose design has been influ- 
enced by Moslem cultural conditions.” 


IUA CONGRESS 


THE provisional programme has been 
issued of the fourth congress of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects which is to 
be held at The Hague from July 11 to 
16. Copies are obtainable from the con- 
gress poor rage 9, Burgemeester de 


Monchyplein, e Hague, the Nether- 
lands. 
IAAS LUNCH 

FoLLowInc the members - only 


luncheon of the London and Home 
Counties Branch of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors, 
which is to be held at the Connaught 
Rooms, London, on May 20, Mr. 
J. R. W. Alexander, CBE, FCIS, presi- 
dent of the Institute of Arbitrators, will 


' give a talk on “ Arbitration.” 
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EDUCATION WORK, LINDSEY 


THE SERVICES of architects in private 
practice to prepare plans of new schools 
to be started in the next two years are to 
be engaged by Lindsey County Council, 
owing to pressure of work on the County 
Architect’s Department. The fees for 
this assistance are estimated to be about 
£70,000. Building projects which the 
Education Committee is to carry out in 
the next two years are estimated to cost 
£2,500,000 


RICS JUNIOR ORGANISATION 


THE annual general meeting of the 
RICS Junior Organisation will be held 
at 12, Great George-street, on Thursday, 
May 12, at 6.15 p.m., preceded by tea 
from 5.30 pm. After formal business, 
Brigadier A. H. Dowson, OBE, FRICS, 
Director of Field Survey for the Ord- 
nance Survey Office, will speak on:— 
“The work of the Ordnance Survey in 
this country.” Mr. A. T. Brett-Jones, 
ARICS, will take the chair. 


ARCHITECT AS CC CHAIRMAN 


ALDERMAN F. T. BLENNERHASSETT, 
OBE, LRIBA, has been elected chairman 
for the next three years of Warwickshire 
County Council. 


TALK ON TOWNSCAPE 


FOLLOWING the annual meeting of the 
Council for Visual Education which is to 
be held at the Housing Centre on May 
10, Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, CBE, FSA, 
HonARIBA, will give an address on 
“Townscape.” His talk will be illus- 
trated by lantern slides and a discussion 
will follow. Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
will preside at the meeting. 


MR. CYRIL FAREY’S ESTATE 


Mr. Cyrit ARTHUR FAREY, FRIBA, 
Prince Albert-road, Regents ‘Park, NW1, 
(duty £9,070)), left £39,175. 


APPOINTMENTS 


THe Kent County COovunciL has 
appointed two Assistant County Archi- 
tects, one for education projects and the 
other for general county buildings, to 
work under the County‘ Architect, as 
follows: For education, Mr. B. C. 
Adams, ARIBA, recently with the 
County Architect, Derbyshire CC; for 
general work; Mr. E. P. Hains, ARIBA, 
recently with the County Architect, Lan- 
cashire CC. 

Mr. L. A. LEAVER, MTPI, MiMunE, 
Deputy County Planning Adviser, Essex 
County Council, has been appointed 
County Planning Adviser in succession to 
Mr. F. Longstreth Thompson, OBE, 
-PPTPI, who retired on May 1. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. A. B. Waters and Mr. A. LLEWELLYN SMITH, 
of Llewellyn Smith and Waters, 103, Old 
Brompton-road, SW7, have taken into partnership 
Mr. B. G. Fenper, ARIBA, ARICS; Mr. R. S. 
Laskey, MA, ARIBA; and Mr. F. H. Ltoyp, 
ARIBA. The style of the firm will remain unchanged. 

MEssrs. STILLMAN AND EASTWICK-FIELD, 
AA.RIBA, are moving from Dean-street_ to larger 
officés at 30, John-street, Bedford-row, WC1 (tel.: 
Chancery 2021/2), on May 16. 

Mr. W. Lane, FIAS, has taken into 
his associate, Mr. R H. Buntinc, ARICS, who has 
been with him for a number of years. The practice 
will continue as heretofore at 6, Adam-street, Adeiphi, 
WC2 (tel.: Temple Bar 4078), but under the new 
title of Messrs. W. LANE AND PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors. 
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PADDINGTON HIGH 
FLATS 
Minister Decides Against “ Perkins 
Heights” 


"THE Minister of Housing and Local 

_ Government has given his decision 
against Paddington Borough Council’s 
proposal to erect three high blocks of 
flats in the Borough, known as “ Perkins 
Heights.” The appeal was reported in 
our issues of October 15 and 22. 

In giving his decision in a letter to the 
Council on April 28 the Minister (Mr. 
Duncan Sandys) writes: — 

I have carefully considered the facts of 
this case and the very full representation 
made at the inquiry. I note that your 
Council’s proposal would result in some 
1,100 people being housed on this three- 
acre site, and that the net average density 
would be more than double that pro- 
vided for the area in the County of Lon- 
don Development Plan. I recognise that 
there must be flexibility in applying these 
densities to particular sites and that there 
are features of this site, and particularly 
the nearby areas of open space, which 
might well justify the site being 
developed at a somewhat higher density 
than the 136 persons per acre provided 
for in the plan. But if the whole balance 
of the plan of provision of schools and 
open spaces is not to be seriously under- 
mined, it is essential that variations 
should be on a modest scale or that it 
should be apparent that taken together 
with other developments in the same 
neighbourhood there will overall be no 
substantial departure from the plan. I 
am not satisfied that the development of 
this site at more than twice the plan den- 
sity could be undertaken without affect- 
ing the policy set out in the plan and I 
feel obliged on this ground to support 
the County Council’s refusal of planning 
permission. 


Housing Chairman Resigns 


Mr. R. J. BURRELL announced his 
resignation as Conservative housing 
chairman of Paddington Borough Coun- 
cil at their meeting on April 28, saying 
his position had become “ quite unten- 
able.” He made the announcement after 
announcing the decision by the Minister. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, May 5, 1855 


WHOLESALE DESTRUCTION OF BRICKS. 
—The brick yards of Mr. Peter Bailey, in 
Heaton Mersey, were lately visited by a 
large body of men and about 35,000 
newly-made bricks were trampled upon 
and destroyed, and the wheelbarrows, 
moulds, tables, etc., used in the trade 
were sawn, broken and rendered useless. 
The same night, the brick-yards of Mr. 
John Potts, in Adswood, about two miles 
from Heaton Mersey, were entered, and 
similar destruction effected. For some 
time past considerable dissension has 
existed between the master brickmakers 
and union operatives, which has led to 
repeated outrages of this description 
against masters who employ other per- 
sons than those connected with the union. 
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CHURCH DESIGN 


A Recent Discussion at the 
Architectural Association 


ry (CHURCH DESIGN ” was the sub- 

ject of a discussion arranged by 
the Architectural Association’s students’ 
committee on March 9. The principal 
speakers were the Rev. Gordon Phillips, 
Mr. Paul Mauger, FRIBA, and Mr. 
Edward Mills, FRIBA. We take the 
following points from the discussion: — 

The Rev. G. Puitiips: I feel very 
much a cat among the pigeons this even- 
ing because you are the people who have 
to build churches and I am the person 
who has to deal with the problem of 
churches once they are built. My claim 
to speak on this subject is that for 14 
years I have been the rector of a subur- 
ban parish in Northolt and have had a 
certain amount of responsibility in 
founding the parish and people move- 
ment. That is a movement amongst 
clergy and laity for regenerating the 
liturgical life of parishes, and we are in- 
hibited by the churches we have inherited 
from the past and we are not always 
helped by the churches which enthusias- 
tic architects produce for us. 

I cannot speak for the Free Churches, 
but in the last 20 years there has been, 
among the Roman Catholics and Angli- 
cans, a complete revolution in thinking 
about the use of churches and the way 
in which they should be fitted for liturgy. 
I do not think that this has yet pene- 
trated into the world of architects. There 
is a certain sense in which the intelligent 
elements amongst the clergy are ahead of 
some architects in their thinking on basic 
church needs. 


NEED FOR STUDY 


The principal facts about church archi- 
tecture should be studied at their origins 
and roots. There are two lines of de- 
velopment. There is the development 
which springs from the Roman basilica 
which goes up to the preaching, or meet- 
ing house, tradition. ‘That is one theme. 
In a vast building there is a tiny table, 
the nature of which is not immediately 
apparent in the architectural planning. 
You get the great preaching churches 
with a tiny altar, sometimes very richly 
decorated. They are very difficult 
churches to use. Then there is the other 
extreme of development in church archi- 
tecture, and people argue about whether 
the early church did develop from the 
Roman house. Symbolically, there is a 
great deal in that argument. The ordin- 
ary Roman house, with its fountain and 
a colonnade all the way round and a 
shrine to the household gods, lent itself 
admirably to original church design. The 
fountain became the font, the shrine to 
the household gods became the free- 
standing altar of the early Christian 
churches, and the colonnades were in 
fact built over. That is actually not an 
accurate account of the development, but 
it is a diagrammatic account. 

There is an admirable description of 
that in a book by Don Gregory Dix 
called The Shape of the Liturgy. It isa 
book which can be recommended to all 
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architects. After all, if you are going to 
build a factory you naturally ask what is 
going to be made in it, but architects 
build churches without any idea of what 
is going to happen in the building or its 
real significance. I would plead with 
architects to study liturgy on the princi- 
ple that if they were asked to build a 
factory for Ford’s it would be important 
for them to understand something about 
car production. It is necessary to under- 
stand the traditional beginnings of 
Christian liturgy, and there is a move- 
ment now to reproduce in the twentieth 
century the habits, fashions and arrange- 
ments of the great period of church 
worship which was the third, fourth and 
fifth centuries. 


PRINCIPLE OF INTEGRATION 


Speaking of his experiences at Northolt - 


and the inconveniences of the church 
buildings there, Mr. Phillips continued: 
I cannot graph out the ordinary move- 
ments and activities of an Anglican 
parish priest on a typical day, but 
imagine the inconvenience and the sym- 
bolic absurdity of people coming to one 
building to put in banns of marriage, 
being prepared to hire the parish hall for 
the wedding reception, and coming to a 
third building for the wedding. All the 
parts of that activity are completely un- 
co-ordinated. I was removed from the 
parish before I could do anything desper- 
ate, but we had already begun to work on 
a scheme for a totally new church on 
Northolt Park housing development. 
That scheme was for a church which 
would embody a vitally important prin- 
ciple—the complete integration in the 
building of all the parts of a parish’s life, 
sacred and secular. . We based if on the 
fundamental principle that everybody— 
man, woman and child—who ever had to 
come anywhere near the church or clergy 
for any reason simply had to enter 
through one central foyer. The basic 
principle was that there was absolutely 
no way into any of the separate buildings 
except through a central clearing house. 

In designing a church the first thing 
you have to do is to realise that the first 
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thing you want is an altar, and put it 
there. The next thing to realise is that 
people have to join the church, and that 
they join by baptism. Therefore, you 
have to have a font. There is not only a 
great movement to make the altar the 
central feature of the church architec- 
turally as well as liturgically, but there is 
also a movement for restoring baptism 
to its true place in Christian liturgy, 
This means that architects will have to 
take account of the fact that the clergy 
they will have to deal with will want 
something more than a discreet font in 
a hole. They will want a fontal feature. 
I would perhaps mention here that a 
certain. famous architect produced one 
which was mistaken for the furnace! | 
cannot say exactly yet as to the symbolic 
representation of the fontal feature, but 
one basic piece of Christian symbolism 
is the conception that in baptism you go 
down into something and afterwards you 
come up. Therefore, I would suggest 
that somehow or other this conception 
needs to be represented in a church at its 
main entrance by some sort of system of 
steps going down with something more 
than a mere font of traditional type, with 
a rising course of steps up to the main 
floor of the church. 


ANCILLARY BUILDINGS 


When it comes to a church’s ancillary 
buildings what is really required is a 
building which is in fact educational and 
not merely recreational. The right and 
logical place for that is a sort of narthex 
ante-chapel. That is the place for 
catechismal instruction, and it is a place 
in which you could have standing dis- 
plays. That is the kind of ancillary 
building we need. The principle-I am 
establishing is that the parish of the 
future will need not merely recreational 
buildings but educational buildings which 
are not separate from the church build- 
ing but are directly related to it. 

Mr. P. MauGer: I want to suggest 


that church buildings have to strike the 
passer-by as standing for permanent high 
values and as growing out of the setting 
in which they are built. 


They are not 


RA Exhibition, 1955. 


CHURCH AT CRAWLEY NEW TOWN. Henry Braddock and D. F. Martin-Smith, 
A/FRIBA, Architects. 
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quite like schools. The church’s setting 
is its immediate surroundings, and that 
is a tradition on which churches have 
been built for the last 17 or 18 hundred 
ears. 

? I want to make a few comments which 
may help in the consideration of how 
church groups should be arranged in re- 
gard to systems of construction. I 
believe you have been discussing the pos- 
sibility that a single system of construc- 
tion might be adopted, and I think you 
got the idea from the experiment at 
Coventry where there are three such 
churches being built. That might work 
very well in a Church of England scheme 
if you feel happy about the quality of 
expression you are going to get out of 
it and if you feel that the Francis 
Thompson picture is going to be 
achieved. To me that is essential, and 
therefore I come down against that 
system for churches, even though the 
components might work out into quite 
varied actual buildings. I still think you 
are cramping your style unnecessarily and 
getting the buildings unrelated to the site. 


STRUCTURE AND DESIGN 


On the question as to whether you can 
get sufficient individual expression for 
your churches by using a particular 
system of construction, I think that 
people who suggest that miss the point. 
Each circuit is going to do one single 
church, and one circuit’s idea may be 
different from another. Another diffi- 
culty is that very seldom are groups built 
fully at the outset. We have had two or 
three schemes in London completely 
built, but normally, if a large London 
church is blitzed, the value is moved to 
other places, and a particular value may 
be moved to four different sites. I think 
that the architect has got to have com- 
plete freedom in the system he uses and 
that he must adapt it to each particular 
scheme. I doubt, too, whether the sav- 
ing would be very great because it is not 
until people have done a lot of buildings 
on some system that they begin to achieve 
any great economy. Although I am 
attracted by the Coventry idea I doubt 
if it is applicable to Methodist groups. 
They usually want three or four class- 
rooms and halls as well as a church. The 
ultimate Methodist group will cost about 
£50,000 each. I think that with the two 
methods of using a system and leaving 
the artist free to use what method he 
wishes, you will get much more satisfac- 
tory results, each job will be a new ad- 
venture, and the cost will not vary very 
much. 

Mr. E. Mitts: What I want to talk 
about is to some extent my differences 
with the past two speakers, and some- 
thing which I think is far more impor- 
tant than either speaker has referred to. 

My particular interest, and one which 
has resulted in my being regarded as a 
heretic in the Methodist Church, is the 
place of the church in modern life. 
Therefore I come to talk to you not only 
as an architect but as a Christian. What 
is the place of the church in modern 
life? I was thrilled to see so many 
people here this evening because it means 
that someone is interested and is won- 
dering whether the church has a place in 
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modern life or not. I believe it has. If 
the modern world still exists for many 
more years it will be because men and 
women accept the teaching of the Gospel 
of Jesus as the only way of life, and that 
is my platform this evening. 

If we are to survive in an atomic age 
we shali only do so by following the 
way of Christianity. There is no other 
hope. If you turn to science you turn to 
the worst of atomic warfare. If you 
turn to politics you turn to the equal 
horrors of cold wars, bargaining, threat- 
ening, and all the skulduggery of modern 
politics. The oniy hope, therefore, is 
Christianity, which is not a belief or a 
creed or a ritual or formality, but the 
way one lives and the way life should be 
lived. 

That puts my particular view plainly 
and colours my interest and outlook on 
church buildings, because if we are archi- 
tects and Christians, then Christian 
people must be reflected in our architec- 
ture and the sort of buildings we design. 
My first interest is in the idea of the 
church of to-day. The heart and soul 
and focal point of any community must 
be the church. That naturally brings 
out a picture of a particular type of 
church. I think Mr. Mauger suggested 
that in Nonconformist churches this idea 
is developing fairly rapidly. 1 do not 
know how rapidly it is developing in the 
Anglican Church. I see the Noncon- 
formist church—it is the only one I can 
speak of with knowledge—forming the 
hub, and round that hub are the spokes 
of the wheel which provide recreation, 
fellowship, entertainment, education and 
all the other communal activities which 
man needs in his community living. That 
is my idea of the Christian church—a 
sort of focal point, a Christian commu- 
nity centre where all the life and interests 
of a district centres. 


MODERN ARCHITECTURE 


On the actual physical design of the 
church, Mr. Mills said: We have modern 
architecture for every other class of 
building, and the building which should 
reflect the very best of our day and 
generation should be designed in the very 
best of contemporary architecture. It 
should express the finest work we can do 
because, as Basil Spence has said, the job 
of designing a church is a special job and 
calls for the greatest powers of imagina- 
tion and thought from the architect if he 
is to provide a building with which he is 
satisfied individually and which he 
always hopes will reflect his own per- 
sonal belief and faith and awaken in 


‘others response to beauty in a building 


which he has designed. 


Mr. MeEtuisH: Mr. Phillips told us 
about the influence of liturgy on church 
planning. Can he say anything about 
experiments in symbolism in church 
decoration? 

Mr. Puityips: I really think it is a 
good thing that we have confined our- 
selves to the block planning of churches. 
The whole question of church symbolism 
is something which it is utterly hopeless 
for an architect to tackle who has not a 
deep sensibility about it. A well-designed 
building depends on one being a good 
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architect, but symbolism has something 
to do with faith, The question of in- 
terior decoration and symbolism is a sub- 
ject for another meeting. 

Mr. Mitts: Symbolism is probably 
one of the points on which there is the 
biggest divergence between the Anglican 
and non-Anglican points of view. As a 
Methodist I see no value in symbolism 
at all, but that is purely my Nonconform- 
ist point of view.- I am sure that my 
friend Mr. Phillips sees a value in it, but 
I should like to know what Mr. Mauger’s 
views are on it. 

Mr. Maucer: It is not symbolism that 
I want but humanism. Design has the 
power to give people a physical urge. A 
dome will impel people to go towards it. 
There is something about great architec- 
ture which has a strong effect on people 
physically, and it has an effect on people’s 
mood. I think that church architecture 
must have an effect on our spirits. I 
agree with what Mr. Mills says about 
that, but symbolism does leave me rather 
cold except that I am in sympathy when 
I see the mosaic of the Smoky Virgin 
church at Athens. You cannot help 
being deeply moved by that, but it is 
really due to the quality of the architec- 
ture. 


USE OF SYMBOLISM 


Mr. Puiiips: In that case, Mr. 
Mauger, you were yourself overpowered 
by the symbolism you are refuting be- 
cause the whole conception of that Greek 
church is the overriding power of Christ. 
You are, in fact, submitting to the power 
of symbolism. That is the only way in 
which inanimate objects can communi- 
cate with people. The dome on the 
Greek church you referred to is a symbol 
of the vault of Heaven. 

Mr. Maucer: If that is the meaning 
of symbolism, then I agree. I think it is 
not an intellectual understanding of sym- 
bolism but something more fundamental 
in the architecture. 

Mr. Mitts: There is another prob- 
lem, and that is the place of the church 
in very high density housing schemes. 
Has the church a place in the LCC flat 
developments? In the planning at the 
moment it certainly has not. I think 
there the answer is the setting up of very 
small cells which may take quite smal 
groups of people so that Christian people 
can meet, talk and worship together. 
There is a real tradition there because 
that is just how the early Christians met 
and worshipped in each other’s houses. 
The simpler the building, the better, for 
that purpose. I agree that it must be 
the best of its kind, but I do not believe 
that there is any value in pompous 
buildings. 

A SPEAKER: Mr. Mills has said that 
the function of the church is to change 
the world. The place to change the 
world is in the world and not in a church, 
and all these ideas of putting schools and 
halls as a continuation of the church are, 
to me, basically wrong, because there is 
a world outside which provides schools 
and halls. The only function of a church 
is a place for thought and worship. If 
one tries to make it anything else it 
becomes unrealistic. 





Photographs: The Sheffield Telegraph. 
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Fig. 1 (left).—Mechanical rendering and plastering : plaster being applied to the wall by means of the “ Putzwerfer”’ throwing 
machine. Fig. 2 (right).—An electric rotating disc smoothing the plaster after it has been roughly levelled with a board. 
These two photographs were taken in England for Messrs. Henry Hirst (Sheffield) Ltd., of Bourne, Lincs, the importers. 


TOWARDS HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY 


4.—Mechanical Rendering and Plastering 
By R. ROSNER, ARIBA, AMTPI 


—— and external rendering 

represent a sizeable proportion of the 
total cost of a building, and it is, therefore, 
not surprising that during the last 60 years 
many attempts have been made to super- 
‘sede manual plastering by mechanical 
means. In Germany alone, more than 
100 relevant inventions have been patented. 
Mechanical rendering in civil engineering 
is now being widely used, but mechanical 
plastering of interiors has advanced little. 
After investigating current developments, 
the Hanover Research Institute reached the 
following conclusions: equipment must 
be mobile and easily handled so that it 
can be used even in small rooms; cost 
must be within the reach of the small firm. 

Various apparatus were tested, but only 
one {(Figs. 1 and 2) was found satisfac- 
tory. Its equipment includes a storage tub 


for plaster combined with a mechanical . 


thrower, which can be adjusted to operate 
horizontally, vertically and at various 
angles at a maximum distance of 10 ft. 
The equipment weighs 275 lbs. and can be 





Fig: 3.—Mechanical equipment for 

rendering and placing mortar. (1 kW. 

and 2kW.) Output : 3 to 5.5 gals./ 
min. 


wheeled through door openings 2 ft. 4 ins, 
wide. A rectangular rotating disc driven 
by a small electric motor is used to obtain 
a smooth surface. During comparative 
tests, 12 rooms were plastered by a team 





Fig. 4—Rendering a ceiling with the 
aid of a slotted trowel. 


of eight plasterers and two labourers in the 
usual manner and 12 identical rooms were 
mechanically plastered by four plasterers 
and three labourers. The results indicated 
the advantages of the latter method:— 
Mechan- Traditional 
ised plastering 
plastering 
1. Areato be plastered ... 2,240m* 
2. Man-hours: 
(a) Skilled operatives 
(6) Labourers ... ae 


(c) Total 





Average output... 


Mechanical plastering proved to be 
47 per cent. faster than traditional methods 
and in no way inferior in quality. As 
more labourers were employed wage 
costs sank by 35.2 per cent., and quantity 
of mortar used was reduced by 20 per cent. 
In all, even allowing for capital outlay 
for new equipment, costs for plastering 





4.) areeabii')) 








Fig. 5.—Pressurised mobile silo for 
placing mortar and_ rendering 
(Eastern Germany). 


could be reduced by 30 per cent., i.e., 
2 per cent. of total building costs. 

More recently developed West German 
equipment is shown in Figs. 3 and 4, 
and East German in Figs 5 and 6. 


( To be continued. ) 


S 4 


Fig. 6.—Filling up the silo. 





bers 
or 4 
folle 
W 
clusi 
sent 
they 
actin 
ing a 
indeé 
of vi 
tects 
the ] 
in m 
tions 


quest 
whels 
for Pp 
Thi 
folloy 
leave: 
were, 
whole 
and t 
swam 
cleric: 
forth. 
inferi 
gover 
latest 
NJC 
major 
archit 
archit 
memb 
nome! 


archit 
conce! 
the ur 
years 

which 
cise oO 
setting 
depart 


The 
archite 
in th 
machi 
estima 
they | 
defeat 
unless 
them. 
startin: 
launch 
its co 
norma 
necess; 
the es 


May 6 1955 


REPRESENTATION OF 
SALARIED ARCHITECTS * 


ABT’s New Statement 


‘WHE Association of Building Technicians, 
having heard the views of their mem- 
bers on the question of the representation 
of salaried architects, issued recently the 
following statement on this subject. 

While it entirely agrees with the con- 
clusions reached by the RIBA on the repre- 
sentation of salaried architects, insofar as 
they refer to the impossibility of the RIBA 
acting itself as a trade union or of sponsor- 
ing an entirely new union of architects, and, 
indeed, to the undesirability, from the point 
of view of effectiveness, of a union of archi- 
tects only, the ABT considers the advice of 
the Institute to members to join, or remain 
in membership of the large general associa- 
tions such as NALGO to be unjustified and 
to the detriment of salaried architects and 
of the profession as a whole. 

It was because of their dissatisfaction, 
the statement continues, with these bodies 
ind their strong feeling that they are not 
appropriate or effective in fully representing 
or meeting their professional needs and 
aspirations, that salaried architects pressed 
the matter with the Royal Institute and 
the latter conducted the inquiry and 
questionnaire which showed such an over- 
whelming demand from salaried architects 
fer proper trade union representation. 

The advice given by the Royal Institute 
following the questionnaire unfortunately 
leaves their members exactly where they 
were, divided and parcelled out over the 
whole country in organisations where they 
and their interests are subordinated to, and 
swamped by, overwhelming majorities of 
clerical and administrative officers, and :o 
forth. . The reality of this subordinate and 
inferior position of architects in local 
government has been clearly shown by the 
latest revision of gradings negotiated by the 
NJC (on which NALGO has the great 
majority of seats on the staff side) in which 
architects are lumped under the heading of 
architectural assistants while qualified legal 
members of the staff have their appropriate 
nomenclature of “assistant solicitors.” 

Practically nothing has been done either 
by these enormous general associations 
towards improving -the organisation of 
architects as far as working conditions are 
concerned. It has been the ABT among 
the unions which has campaigned for many 
years for the “group” system of working 
which alone gives scope for the proper exer- 
cise of an architect’s abilities and for the 
setting up of independent architectural 
departments in local authorities. 


“ DEFEATIST” ATTITUDE 


The difficulties confronting a union of 
architects and kindred professional people 
in the face of the existing overgrown 
machinery of negotiation must not be under- 
estimated, but the RIBA’s statement that 
they cannot be overcome is completely 
defeatist. ‘They, will never be overcome 
unless a resolute effort is made to tackle 
them. The ABT provides the necessary 
starting point from which that effort can be 
launched.’ Any weakness or obstructions in 
its constitution can be eliminated in the 
normal way by the membership as found 
necessary in the course of the campaign, but 
the essential requirement is a strong and 
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growing membership. By joining the ABT 
architects will find themselves in possession 
of a weapon which is basically designed and 
suited to meet their requirements. 

The statement adds that the Association 
hopes/that the RIBA will reconsider without 
delay the conclusions it has unfortunately 
reached in this matter and enable further 
consideration to be given to the best methods 
of collaboration between the two bodies 
which will enable them, in the way appro- 
priate to each, to meet the legitimate pro- 
fessional needs of their salaried members. 


OBITUARY 


C. C. T. Doll, MA(Cantab), FRIBA 


THE sudden death occurred recently of 
Mr. Christian Charles Tyler Doll, MA 
(Cantab), FRIBA, of 5, Southampton-place, 
Bloomsbury, WC1. He was 75 years of age. 
After studying at Cambridge, Mr. Doll 
completed his architectural education as an 
articled pupil to his father, Mr. Charles 
Fitzroy Doll. During his earlier years he 
carried out exploratory work in Crete and 
was also connected with the design of many 
of the major London hotels, including the 
Russell and the Imperial Hotels. Almost 
the last scheme to be carried out by him 
before his death consisted of restoration 
work at Winchester College, following war 
damage. He was surveyor to the London 
estates of the Duke of Bedford, in succession 
to his father. 

In more recent times Mr. Doll relin- 
quished much of his architectural practice 
and devoted the major portion of his time 
to interests connected with Holborn 
Borough. He first became a member of 
Holborn MBC in 1930, and was elected 
alderman in 1949. During 1950-51 he held 
office as mayor, and as deputy-mayor during 
the period 1951-53. At the time of his 
death Mr. Doll was serving on several 
committees, including the Highways and 
Works Committee and the Ratings Com- 
mittee, and was chairman of the Establish- 
ment and General Purposes Committee. He 
was also a member of the Metropolitan 
Water Board for many years, as well as 
of Kent’s.Conservancy Board. He was a 
keen cricketer, and played for Charterhouse, 
Cambridge and the MCC. 


Arthur Stratton, FRIBA, FSA 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Arthur James Stratton, FRIBA (retired), 
FSA, author of “ The Life, Work and Influ- 
ence of Sir Christopher Wren”. and Editor 
of The Builder from 1912-1913. He was 
elected ARIBA in 1896. 

Arthur Stratton was author, educationist 
and architect. In his early twenties he be- 
came demonstrator in architecture at Liver- 
pool University College, a post he held until 
1900, when he came to London to take up 
the lectureship in architecture at King’s 
College, leaving in 1913 to assume a similar 
position at London University School of 
Architecture where, in 1920, he became 
Reader in Architecture. His own architec- 
tural education was at the RA Schools and 
the AA, and he was a pupil of Arthur 
Edmund Street. Commencing in practice in 
Liverpool in 1898, Stratton restored 
Chantmarle Manor House, Dorset, and 
Nailsea Court, Somerset, designed numerous 
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country houses, and built a science building 
at King’s College School, Wimbledon. 
Stratton’s tastes, however, were inclined 
more to education and writing, and his book 
on Wren, which appeared in 1897, was 
followed by his editing of the 4th edition of 
W. J. Anderson’s “ The Architecture of the 
Renaissance in Italy” (1909); and his own 
books “The Domestic Architecture of 
England During the Tudor Period ” (in 1912, 
with Garner); “The English Interior” 
(1920); and “‘ Elements of Form and Design 
in Classic Architecture” (1925). For just 


over a year, in 1912-13, Stratton was editor 
of The Builder, a position in which he 
succeeded H. V. Lanchester, but he was not 
temperamentally suited to this form of 
letters and relinquished the post in 1913. 
He had lived for some years at Pulborough, 
Sussex, where he died on April 9. 


E. B. Glanfield, FRIBA 

THE death took place on Sunday, May 1, 
of Mr. Ernest Budge Glanfield, FRIBA, 
senior partner in the firm of Riley and Glan- 
field, of Gray’s Inn. He was 69. 

Mr. Glanfield received his architectural 
education at University College School of 
Architecture (the Bartlett) and was articled 
in 1903 to the late Horace Field. He set up 
in practice in 1908 with Mr. Briscrop-Young, 
and in 1919 joined with the late W. E. Riley 
in a partnership which remained unbroken 
until the latter’s death. With Briscrop- 
Young and P. J. Waldram he won competi- 
tions for the Eltham parish hal] and the pier 
pavilion at Herne Bay. With Riley, Glan- 
field carried out a large number of buildings 
distinguished for scholarship and good plan- 
ning. He was a keen cricketer. His son, 
Mr. John R. Glanfield, ARIBA, continues in 
the firm. 


Hilda F. Mason, ARIBA 


WE announce with regret the death, which 
took place on April 14, of Miss Hilda 
Frances Mason, ARIBA, of Kingsknoll, 
Woodbridge. She was 75 years of age. 
Miss Mason designed the Church of St. 
Andrew’s, Felixstowe. 


J. E. Forbes, FRIBA 


THE death occurred on April 22 at 
Brighton of Mr. James Edwin Forbes, 
FRIBA, of Prince Albert-road, NW1. Mr. 
Forbes was.a partner in the firm of Forbes 
and Tate, architects, of Grosvenor-square. 
He was elected a licentiate RIBA in 1910 
and a fellow in 1915. 


W. H. Mussellwhite, JP, FIOB — 

WE announce with regret the sudden 
death of Mr. W. H. Mussellwhite, JP, 
FIOB, of Messrs. , Mussellwhite and Son, 
Ltd., Basingstoke, who was president of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers in 1945. He was 61. 

Mr. Mussellwhite had a long and dis- 
tinguished record of public service, having 
twice been Mayor of Basingstoke. 

He was president of the Basingstoke and 
District Association of Building Trades 
Employers in 1951, and served for several 
years on the employers’ side of the Regional 
Joint Committee. He came from a long 
line of builders, the family firm having been 
established in 1798. For over 25 years he 
was a deacon of the Basingstoke Congrega- 
tional Church, and he was also a director of 
the London Missionary Society. 
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Two-storey office block (right) with laboratories behind. 


RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE, BOREHAM WOOD 
for John Laing & Son, Ltd. 


Architects : S. GREENWOOD, ARIBA, and H. N. MICHELL, ARIBA 


ib hg = building, opened on April 27 

by the Rt. Hon. Nigel Birch, 
Minister of Works, has been designed 
as a mark of faith in non-traditional 
construction, unconventional method 
and concrete casting techniques 
developed by the Research and 
Development Department of the 
company, Messrs. John Laing and 
Son, Ltd., who were responsible for 
the manufacture of the units. 

The office block and laboratory 
wing are constructed from an 
assemblage of precast concrete 
frames. The jamb section embodies 
a deep groove which forms a 


Assistant Architect : J. PRZESLAK 


permanent shutter for an in -situ 
column when the two jambs abut. 
The frames are designed on a 
module of 4 ft. 7in., which allows 
for flexibility in the positioning of 
partitions and provides a clean 
window wall in each office. These 
frames are filled with metal windows 
in the upper portion and aggregate 
faced precast concrete panels in 
the lower portion. They are backed 
by a ‘* Thermalite ” inner wall and 
separated therefrom by a cavity. 
Electrical and telephone services are 
accommodated in a continuous duct 
immediately below cill level. Light- 
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ing is indirect and the light source is 
metal reflector bracket fittings on 
the column and _ within close 
proximity to the service duct. Heat- 
ing is by a low-temperature panel 
system combined with an acoustic 
ceiling. The first floor and roof are 
of in situ flat slab construction and 
the gable end walls have precast 
concrete panels externally and wood 
wool slabs internally, forming per- 
manent shuttering to a concrete core. 
Other blocks are in normal steel 
construction. The structures labora- 
tory is clad with asbestos sheeting 
and lined with fibreboard. The 
concrete laboratory wing is clad 
with ‘* Thermalite ” cavity walling 
and double glazed windows are 
provided in the laboratory itself 
since this is temperature-controlled. 
This laboratory incorporates a mist 
room for the storage of concrete test 

cubes in preparation for testing. 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were: Terrazzu, 
The Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd.; plaster- 
ing, Pollock Brother (London), Ltd.; painter, 
J. H. Magor; floor tiling, The Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd.; electrical installation, Electric Power 
Installation Co.; patent glazing, by 
and Co., Ltd.; “asbestos roofing, W. 
_ a *Ltd.: ’ asphalt work, The Excel Asphalte 
, Ltd.; heating installation, G. N. Haden-and 
io. Ltd.; Altro heavy duty floor, Adamite 
Co., Ltd.; *metal windows and doors. Crittall 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; wrought iron balus- 
trading and mahogany handrail, Grundy Arnatt, 
Ltd.; wall tiling and floor tiling, Parkinsons 
(Wait I Tiling), Le Led.; teen k, Robert S renson 
si 7 


ree bonded 
‘orien Sokal iohemeen and Co., 
lumbing and glazing, J. H. Shouksmith oad 

ms, Ltd.; and thermal insulating building 
blocks, Thermalite, Ltd. 








May 6 1955 THE BUILDER 






































Main entrance hall and staircase. 


Structures laboratory. 


RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT CENTRE, 
BOREHAM WOOD, for JOHN LAING & SON, LTD. 


The chemistry laboratory. 
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RESEARCH IN BUILDING 


Contractors’ Development Centre 
Opened by Minister of Works 


NEW Research and Development 

Centre established at Boreham Wood 
by Messrs. John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
the building and civil engineering con- 
tractors, was formally opened on April 
27 by Mr. Nigel Birch, OBE, MP, Mini- 
ster of Works, in the presence of a large 
company of architects, civil engineers 
and others connected with the building 
industry. Mr. John W. Laing, CBE, 
chairman, presided. 

Responding to Mr. LaING’s welcome, 
THE MINISTER said that prices could be 
kept in their place only if the industry 
made itself more efficient and produced 
at lower cost, and that meant more atten- 
tion being paid to research and its appli- 
cations. Much more pioneer work needed 
to be done on new materials and con- 
structional methods, and also on site 
organisation and the fullest use of 
mechanisation. ‘“ The fact that architects 
are at present not an integral part of the 
building team offers a problem which I 
will not go into here,” added the 
Minister. 

It was essential that we should have 
Government research on building mat- 
ters, he continued, but this should be 
complemented by more work carried on 
by the industry itself to supplement that 
done by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research which was spending 
at present about £700,000 annually on 
building research. “For that reason” 
the Minister concluded, “I am delighted 
to be here today to inaugurate this 
Centre. Messrs. Laing, by putting their 
money into research are benefiting not 
only themselves but their. industry and 
their country.” 

The thanks of the company were 
expressed by Mr. J. Kirspy LAING, and 
the Minister then made a tour of the 
buildings. Among the' departments 
carrying on work are: 

CHEMISTRY LABORATORY: Here are studied 
many proprietary materials to determine 
their value. Undertaken is detailed funda- 
mental materials research for special pro- 
ducts. When difficulties arise on sites these 
are investigated by the Laboratory and 
recommendations are made for their correc- 
tion and avoidance. An example, of the 
investigation of proprietary materials is the 
study of plastic emulsions and their use in 
renderings and applied surfaces. Funda- 
mental research has included the early 
development work on Thermalite blocks and 
on sintered pulverised fuel ash. 

Puysics LaporaTory: Largely engaged 
on specialised physical testing of building 
materials, and working in close co-operation 
with the Chemistry and Concrete Labora- 
tories. 

PAINT AND BITUMEN LABORATORY: This 
laboratory examines and tests numerous 
products in the field of paint, asphalts and 
macadams, mastics and resins, and when 
mecessary investigates complaints regard- 
ing their performance. 

Som MEcHANIcs SECTION: The work of 
this section comprises the investigation of 
substrata on sites and the testing of the 
samples obtained at the laboratory. From 
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data obtained in,the field and laboratory a 
report is drawn up to supply the informa- 
tion required for an economic and safe 
design of the proposed work, from multi- 
storey buildings to estate roads. 

CONCRETE LABORATORY: This laboratory 
undertakes the complete control of concrete 
materials and mixes on all sites from earliest 
stages to completion. It carries out general 
physical tests on concrete and its constituent 
materials, on the allied materials of the 
industry, and trains concrete control 
engineers for field work. Specimens of 
aggregate are kept from every part of the 
country. This laboratory also conducts 
research into concrete technology, for 
example, the study of gap grading and of 
workability aids, and serves the other 
sections when special developments are in 
hand, such as Thermalite and sintered P.F.A. 
aggregate. . 

CONCRETE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPERI- 
MENTAL SECTION: Here is pursued research 
and development in concrete technology 
and other experimental work and testing 
arising from the study of the problems of 
the industry carried out. This wide field 
includes: The development and use of pre- 
stressed concrete; development and applica- 
tion of the vacuum concrete process; and 
manufacture and testing of prototype pre- 
cast structures and elements, including the 
use of new materials and techniques evolved 
in the department. 

Other sections deal with MECHANICAL AND 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING AND _ PLANT 
DEVELOPMENT. The latter section advises 
the company on questions involving .mech- 
anical methods of ‘operating and makes 
recommendations for the development and 
improvement of the machinery used to 
achieve maximum economy and efficiency. 


CITY CHURCHES 
Progress Since Reorganisation 


SINCE the reorganisation scheme for the 

city churches became effective just 
over a year ago, architects have been in- 
structed to prepare plans for restoration, or 
the work of reconstruction has actually 
started, in the case of all the churches con- 
cerned. Under the scheme there are 24 
parish churches and 15 (out of 16) guild 
churches have been designated. ° 

Those where large-scale rebuilding opera- 
tions have begun include St. Lawrence 
Jewry, under the architect Mr. Cecil Brown; 
St. Mary-le-Bow, under Mr. Laurence King; 
St. Bride, Fleet-street, under Mr. Godfrey 
Allen; and St. Vedast, Foster-lane, under 
Mr. S. Dykes Bower. 

Plans are now being prepared for rebuild- 
ing the following churches by the architects 
named :- St. Andrew, Holborn, Messrs. Seely 
and Paget; St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, 
Mr. Marshall Sisson; and St. Nicholas, Cole 
Abbey, Messrs. Ansell and Bailey. Less ex- 
tensive restorations have started or are pend- 
ing at St. Katherine Cree; All Hallows, 
London Wall; St. James, Garlickhythe; St. 
Michael, Paternoster Royal; St. Martin, 
Ludgate; and St. Benet, Paul’s Wharf. 

All the guild church vicars have now 
been appointed, and most of their churches 
are now engaged in their primary task of 
ministering to the daytime population. In 
addition, their special purposes under the 
City of London (Guild Churches) Act, 1952, 
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have been determined as follows: 


All Hallows, London Wall, men’s work in the 
Church of England. , ‘ 

St. Andrew, Holborn, youth work and adult 
religious education in the diocese of London. 

St. Benet, Paul’s Wharf, Welsh Church. _ 

St. Botolph, Aldersgate, post-ordination training in 
the diocese of ndon. 

St. Dunstan-in-the-West, evangelistic work. _ 

St. Ethelburga, Bishopsgate, the Church’s Ministry 
of Healing. : 

St. Katherine Cree, sociology and industrial work. 

St. Lawrence Jewry, the official church of the Cor- 
poration of London. . 

St. Margaret Pattens, clergy centre for the diocese 
of London, Southwark and Chelmsford. 

St. Martin, Ludgate, associated with St. Paul's 
Cathedral. 

St. Mary Aldermanbury, promotion of retreats and 
the devotional life. 

St. Mary Woolnoth, pastoral work. g 

St. Michael, Paternoster Royal, centre for relations 
with Continental churches. : 

St. Nicholas, Cole Abbey, associated with the 
Anglican Communion throughout the world and with 
its Churches overseas. 


LCC 


South Bank Proposals 


[N reply to a question put by Mr. Ronald 

H. Hensman on April 26, MR. R. E. 
Goopwin, chairman of the General Pur- 
poses Committee, stated that British Euro- 
pean Airways had indicated that they in- 
tended to leave the South Bank, and the 
Council thad already given preliminary 
notice of its intention to determine the lease 
at Michaelmas, 1957. Agreement had 
been reached between the Council and 
the Shell Petroleum Co., Ltd., for the leasing 
to them of the site bounded by York-road, 
Chicheley-street, Belvedere-road, and the 
railway for the erection of an office block to 
serve as their main international head- 
quarters. In view of the decision of the 
British European Airways to leave the South 
Bank, the site now occupied by them would 
be included in the lease to the Shell Com- 
pany. With regard to the possible erection 
of a 26-floor skyscraper, due regard would 
be paid to the architectural and aesthetic 
amenities of the South Bank. 


Wandsworth Flats 


Answering a question by Mr. Norman 
Farmer on April 26, Mr. REGINALD STAMP, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, stated 
that his attention had been drawn to certain 
reports in the national Press concerning the 
11-storey flats at Ackroydon estate, Wands- 
worth. These had _ listed numerous 
complaints as folfows: heating by gas cost 
the tenants 35s. a week; dampness and ex- 
cessive condensation were present; windows 
and doors caused draughts, through being 
badly fitted; and the lifts were noisy and 
unreliable. 

Mr. Stamp had discussed these matters 
with the tenants. Many items had already 
been put right and the rest were in hand. 
He thought it would be wrong to infer from 
these complaints faulty construction or de- 
sign of the buildings. Weather penetration 
had occurred owing to the exceptionally 
tempestuous gales the previous November, 
and minor teething troubles had also been 
experienced with this new type of building. 
Remedial works had been completed but 
the cost was not yet available. .The experi- 
ence gained would obviate a recurrence of 
similar trouble in future blocks. 

On the basis of a survey by the 
Building Research Station, covering 18 flats 
for a period of six weeks, it was estimated 
that cooking, space heating, hot water and 
lighting cost an average of 20s. 6d. per week, 
which under the Gas Board’s new charges 
would be-reduced to 19s. 4d. 
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THE BUILDER 





Shops and maisonettes in Earl-street, Coventry, designed by Mr. D. E. E. Gibson, 
CBE, MA, ARIBA, MTPI, when city architect, Coventry. 


COVENTRY CONVALESCENT 


A New Townscape Emerging 


AT the invitation of Messrs. Radiation, 
‘i Ltd., a Press party visited Coventry 
on April 4, on the occasion of the open- 
ing by the Lord Mayor of the first new 
living accommodation in the redeveloped 
City Centre. This is a block of maison- 
eittes over shops in Much Park-street, 
designed by D. E. E. Gibson, lately 
Coventry’s City Architect. The visit 
afforded the opportunity to see general 
progress, although the object of the 
exercise was primarily Radiation’s 
“Heatmaster” in operation. I shall, 
however, deal with that second. 

When the time comes there will no 
doubt be plenty said about Coventry’s 
rebuilding; meantime, no reminder of 
what it stands for is needed, but in this 
necessarily interim and “surface” 
impression the drama—here with pro- 
mise of a happy ending—is underplayed, 
as we do with a convalescent to conceal 
deeper concern and relief. For the 
matter-of-fact bustle and optimism there 
shames any “ emoting ” over the ruins of 
the past and, apparently, carping over the 
architecture of the present. 

This impression was admittedly gained 
from a brisk trot round the centre under 
the guidance of David Percival, Acting 
City Architect and Planner, and suggests 
that Coventry is not only doing nicely, 
thank you, architecturally speaking, but 
being rejuvenated into the bargain. For 
the results of a task which far transcends 
patching-up or plastic surgery are very 
much of to-day, and as with the Cathed- 
ral it does not seem to have occurred to 
anybody that it should be otherwise. 
With all possible deference to the PRA, 
those who are persuaded towards his 
vision of what the St. Paul’s ambience 
might look like one day may not entirely 
approve, but others who cheerfully 
accept that the ill winds of war may blow 
us the chance to start from scratch will 
have few misgivings, I think, about a 


project in hand worth at least two in pro- 
spect. 

An incidental advantage of this 
adoption of the idiom of the moment is 
that the effect is homogeneous without 
the monotony or regimentation of 
“paper townscapes.” This is partly due 
to the skill and tact with which surviving 
features have been incorporated, linked 
or otherwise taken in the replanners’ 
stride, and partly to the variations, in 
detail, of certain familiar elements in that 
idiom—sometimes described as clichés— 
in which there is intrinsically no harm if 
they are good ones. On the one hand, 
there are the familiar “ bootlace” criss- 
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cross balcony railings and the staggered 
glazing-bars in curtain walling; on the 
other, some latitude is given in the letter- 
ing for fascias and shop signs, which in- 
clude the currently fashionable slab-serif 


italics, “Sans” types and more 
identifiably “proprietary” variants. 
Again, generally, balance of masses 


rather than strict symmetry simulates as 
nearly as possible the kind of townscape 
which grows gradually rather than 
popping ready-made from a mould. This 
consistency is such that one rather regrets 
that some temporary shop-fronts, which 
sit well in the scheme, must be demo- 
lished, but these are generally the mere 
facades to improvisations such as Nissen 
huts. 

The “ flavour ” may date, as I for one 
think is inevitable and even desirable, 
but there is an important difference be- 
tween dating and decaying—which, I 
suppose, is what is meant by “ growing 
old gracefully ”"—and it is mainly super- 
ficials which will betray the date. The 
“bones” are right and will last, but the 
opportunity was not one to judge them 
fully or fairly. It can, however, be re- 
ported with confidence and pleasure that 
Coventry is up and about again. 


THE “ HEATMASTER” 


Radiation’s contribution has been the 
evolution of what is believed to be the 
first appliance in this country to com- 
bine the three functions of cooking, 
space- and water-heating and give 
thermostatic control over a full range of 
oven temperatures. This was installed 
in “ advanced prototype,” still subject to 
modifications in detail, at the maisonettes 
and has been under test in most rigorous 
winter conditions. It is a development 
of Radiation’s whole-house warming by 
ducted air, providing for a lower-storey 
area of up to 350 sq. ft., with overspill 
into the upper rooms, as well as supply- 
ing an average family’s hot water needs. 
It burns a wide range of solid fuel virtu- 











The Radiation “‘Heatmaster” installed in one of the maisonettes in Much Park-street. 
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ally smokelessly—the site is in the city’s 
smokeless zone. 

Knowing something at first hand of 
Radiation’s research laboratories and 
their personnel, I can dispense with the 
customary reference to “claims” and 
confidently take the following data on 
trust, though at second hand-out, as it 
were. These combined services can be 
provided in the coldest weather at a cost 
of 12s. 6d. per week at current fuel 
prices; only four manual operations, 
including refuelling about twice in 24 
hours in winter, are involved: room 
temperatures during test, pre-set by 
thermostat, showed 65-70 deg. F. when 
the outside range was 26-32 deg. F., 
and horizontal variation at 4 ft. level 
was 1 deg. F. in room corners and, 
vertically between the 1 and 7 ft. levels, 
5 deg. F. Satisfied tenants and cooked 
food produced in situ were available in 
confirmation of working efficiency. 
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As the photograph shows, the appliance 
is compact, pleasant to look at, if not 
actually handsome, and free from flimsy 
plating or other “borax” sometimes 
characterising such product-design. Such 
items as handles and controls which 
punctuate and now virtually constitute 
“appearance design” are sensible and 
even of some workaday elegance. This 
is in line with Radiation’s design research 
policy of isolating the measurable factors 
from those of arbitrary aesthetic choice, 
and studying them as matters of con- 
venience in handling in use, and manu- 
facture and finish in production. This is 
surely a safer guide than “ eye-appeal,” 
though the two are, of course, closely 
allied; the architectural analogy is 
obvicus, and the Heatmaster is likely to 
commend itself as a “core” to the com- 
paratively open plan for which I imagine 
it is best adapted. 

BasiIL MARRIOTT. 





IN PARLIAMENT 


Town Planning Policy 


N reply to two questions by Mr. Robert 
Jenkins in the House of Commons on 
April 26, Mr. DuNcCAN SANDYS, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, made 
two written statements of Government 
policy in regard to: (i) establishment of 
Green Belts around large cities; (ii) Ex- 
chequer grants to assist the expansion of 
small country towns to relieve congestion 
in overcrowded cities. These announce- 
ments of Government policy followed upon 
recent conferences which Mr. Sandys has 
had on the problem of overspill with rep- 
resentatives of Manchester, Birmingham and 
the surrounding counties. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF GREEN BELTS: I am 
convinced that, for the well-being of our 
people and for the preservation of the 
countryside, we have a clear duty to do 
all we can to prevent the further unres- 
tricted sprawl of the great cities. 

The Development Plans submitted by the 
local planning authorities for the Home 
Counties provide for a Green Belt, some 
seven to 10 miles deep, all around the built- 
up area of Greater London. Apart from 
some limited rounding-off of existing small 
towns and villages, no further urban expan- 
sion is to be allowed within this belt. These 
proposals, if strictly adhered to, should prove 
most effective. For this the authorities in 
the Home Counties deserve much credit. 

In other parts of the country, certain 
planning authorities are endeavouring, by 
administrative action, to restrict further 
building development around the large 
urban areas. But I regret that nowhere has 
any formal Green Belt as yet been pro- 
posed. I am accordingly asking all planning 
authorities concerned to give this matter 
further consideration, with a view to sub- 
mitting to me proposals for the creation 
of clearly defined Green Belts, wherever 
this is appropriate: However, I do not 
intend on this account to hold up my 
approval of Development Plans already be- 
fore me. Additional provisions for Green 
Belts can be incorporated later. 

EXPANSION OF SMALL Towns: In order to 
help relieve congestion in large overcrowded 
cities, the Town Development Act of 1952 


provides assistance for the expansion of 
smaller towns in the surrounding counties. 
Provided that the places chosen are suitable 
and that the scale and pace of the expansion 
are moderate, both exporting and receiving 
authorities should benefit. Nevertheless, it 
seems that, largely owing to uncertainty 
about their respective liabilities, the local 
authorities concerned are finding it difficult 
to agree upon the necessary financial 
arrangements between one another. 

I have, therefore, been considering what 
the Government can do to clarify the 
position. In any scheme of town expansion, 
one of the main items of expenditure is on 
the extension of the water and sewerage 
systems; and we have always been prepared 
to make grants towards these costs. It has 
been our practice to vary the rate of grant 
according to the circumstances in each area. 
However, in order to eliminate this element 
of uncertainty, I have now decided, in 
agreement with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that henceforth these grants shall 
be made at the uniform rate of 50 per cent. 
for all schemes approved under the Act. 

In negotiations between exporting and 
receiving authorities difficulty has also been 
experienced over the apportionment between 
them of the liability for the payment of 
the statutory rate contribution to the hous- 
ing subsidy; and it has been suggested that 
the Government should help them to resolve 
this problem. Since the new houses will 
be allocated to persons on the exporting 
authority’s housing list, it seems fair that 
that authority should meet this expenditure 
during an initial period. On the other hand, 
it would not be reasonable to expect it to 
go on carrying this financial burden in- 
definitely. - 

In my opinion, the exporting authority 
should normally be prepared to accept res- 
ponsibility for paying to the receiving 
authority the statutory rate contribution for 
ten years, or such longer period as may be 
agreed between them. But at the end of 
that period its financial liability should 
cease altogether. By that time it is to be 
hoped that the increased rateable value re- 
sulting from the expansion will enable the 
receiving authority to meet the rate con- 
tribution on the new houses, without too 
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much difficulty. However, in cases where 
the Government are satisfied that this would 
place an unduly heavy burden upon the 
local rates, they will provide an Exchequer 
grant to meet the whole or part of the rate 
contribution for such further period, beyond 
the first ten years, as they may consider 
appropriate. 


PLANNING ACT CLAIMS 


Replying to a Question in the House of 
Commons on April 26, Mr. DuNcan 
SaNDys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, announced that the closing 
date for submitting claims to the Central 
Land Board for payments under the terms 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1954, is to be extended from April 30 to 
June 30. 

The most important cases concerned, 
where holders of claims on the £300 million 
under the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, may be entitled to a payment, are: 

First, where development charge has been 
paid on the land covered by the claim; 
second, where the land concerned was soid 
or leased for less than its full value to a 
public authority before January 1, 1955, 
or privately before November 18, 1952; 
third, where the land was given away before 
November 18, 1952; fourth, where the claim 
was purchased before November 18, 1952, 
and has been owned separately from the 
land. 

Persons who do not hold claims on the 
£300 million may also qualify if they bought 
the land for more than its existing use 
value from someone who holds a claim for 
it, and they have since paid development 
charge or sold or leased the land at less 
than its full value to a public authority. 
Forms of application can be obtained from 
any of the Central Land Board’s offices. 


Education Building 


GOME of the Government’s future plans 

for education building were revealed to 
the House of Commons by Sir David Eccles, 
Minister of Education, when speaking in a 
debate on education on April 26. 

Miss ALICE BACON, who initiated the 
debate, said that it was difficult for the 
Opposition to assess what was occurring 
about new school building because both 
Ministers of Education had quoted “ starts,” 
“work in progress” or “ work completed” 
according to the picture they wished to 
present. In a reply on March 29, it was 
shown that on February f, 1953, 986 schools 
were under construction, that on February 
1, 1954, that had fallen to 886, the number 
on February 1, 1955, being 786. On March 31, 
the Minister had said that the number of 
school places provided by new school build- 
ing from 1945-55 was 1,348,000, and only 
325,700 of those had been started since 
October, 1951. If the House examined the 
number of new schools, as distinct from the 
number of places provided, the information 
given by the Minister was that from 1945 
to 1955 the number of new schools built 
was 2,395 and that only ‘582 had been 
started since October, 1951. 

Sm Davp Eccies said that if no schools 
had been blitzed and the number of school 
children had not risen in eight years from 
5,000,000 to 6,500,000 what a clean sweep 
could have been made of the slum schools 
and the all-age schools in town and country, 
not to mention the provision of county 
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colleges, nursery schools and other matters. 
Neither’. the Conservative Party mor the 
Labour. Party had abandoned those neces- 
sary reforms, but they had been delayed by 
circumstances. When the Government came 
into power the school building programme 
was greatly overloaded and needed much 
sorting out to prevent long delays in the 
completion of schools. The cost of provid- 
ing secondary school places had been 
reduced so that they could now get 4,000 
placed for every £1m ‘spent against 2,800 
places when they came into office. 

He had been able to relax restrictions on 
building, but that was because the. battle 
of numbers was within sight of victory. So 
long as that was not so, building had to be 
restricted to the provision of new schools 
where there. was extra population. Now the 
re-organisation of rural areas could begin 
and the Government could say with con- 
fidence that the completion of new schools 
would no longer be a neck-and-neck race 
with the rise in school population. Year 
by year from now the total number of places 
would draw ahead of the number of school 
children. They expected to do substantially 
better than last year. The cost of extra 
building under Circular 283 was already 
known to be about £10m. for this year. 
The cost of minor works already known to 
them was £4m. more than last year. These 
programmes would provide a_ substantial 
increase in the number of new places under 
construction in their current building pro- 
gramme. County councils had on hand all 
the work they could do. He was encourag- 
ing them to put out their work to private 
architects, and they tried to do it. But that 
could not be done quickly and required 
some supervision. It was unrealistic to ask 
those councils to do more than they were 
trying to do under that circular. 


REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME 


As further resources became available, 
and assuming they were returned at the elec- 
tion, the Government would push ahead 
with the replacement of the slum schools 
and all-age schools in towns. That would 
certainly occur within the five years, and 
would yield an addition, as it got going, to 
the 1,000,000 new places which one could 
foresee on the basis of the old programme. 
He was much interested in the minor works 
side because there were many improvements 
and extensions which could be done with 
the freedom to spend £10,000 a job which 
local authorities never thought of when they 
did not have that freedom. They were 
expanding their programmes well. The 
total of such works had been doubled in 
Birmingham, Sheffield and Staffordshire as 
well as in other places. 

Replying in the debate to a question by 
Mr. FREDERICK PEART, the Minister said 
that provision for technical education build- 
ing this year had increased from £4,500,000 
to £7,500,000. He had been much impressed 
by the requests coming in from authorities 
for the 1956-57 programme, which he would 
have to consider, but if they carried on with 
the £7,500,000 this year they would do more 
than they had before. He would like to do 
better still. 

School building costs and programme 
were further pursued at question time in the 
Commons on April 28, when the following 
information, in reply to a question by MR. 
‘SPARKS, was given by the Minister. 
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Sir Davip Eccles, in a written answer, 
stated that: 


(1) (2) (3) 
Value of build- 


ing projects Places to be Pn myon Poy 
approved in provided by cr more pucile 
year ending projects in ‘in Saute 
October 1 qi) each year 
£ (thousands) 
1951 47,095 214,160 35,103 
1952 32,698 159,010 39,026 
1953. 41,465 211,180. 43,202 
1954 . 51,286 230,860 43,751 


THE MINISTER informed the House that 
the following projects had been approved 
for 1955-56. 

Oldham. — One primary and _ two 
secondary schools on which work is expected 
to start this year. 

Staffordshire—Ten primary and _ 15 
secondary schools, of which two primary 
schools are in Newcastle under Lyne. 


Norfolk.—Extension of primary school to 
provide 120 places: construction of eight 
new secondary schools to provide 3,780 
places. 


Factory Buildings in Old Industrial 
Areas 


DURING the second reading debate on 

the Finance Bill in the Commons on 
April 25, Mr. Hervey Ruopes, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Board of Trade in the 
Labour Government, complained about the 
effect on Lancashire which omission from 
the Bill and the Budget could have rectified. 


He said that two years ago the Opposition 
had urged the Chancellor to introduce in- 
centives to increase the building of industrial 
premises. Last year Mr. Butler brought in 
a useful measure which contributed in no 
small manner to the building of such 
premises on a scale probably not equalled 
since the war. But the investment programme 
as it would be operated by the Finance Bill 
of last year, and the omissions from the 
present Bill, was such that large areas of the 
county were being practically by-passed by 
industrial development. 


The manufacturing and distributing areas 
of the country could be divided into four. 
There was London with its tremendous 
octopus-like sprawl, unmanageable and a 
headache for any future’ administrators. 
Then there were other large cities or towns 
which had become identified in the last 20 or 
30 years with the modern-type 20th-century 
industry. There were the new towns which 
had come into being since the war, such as 
Stevenage and Harlow, and areas like 
Worsley near Manchester, which had been 
accompanied by the building of houses and 
the introduction of factories to provide work 
for the people on the spot. 

There was also a fourth category, the older 
towns where the majority of the buildings 
were 19th century, where little building had 
occurred since the war, and where there were 
industries which had their birth during the 
last century, but which during this century 
had declined and were feeling the pinch for 
one reason or another. It was interesting to 
examine the figures of development which 
had taken place in his constituency, which 
included the towns of Ashton, Mossley and 
Droylesden, since the war. This type of 
example could be multiplied throughout 
Lancashire. The development there had 
amounted to floor space to accom- 
modate fewer than 1,000 men and women, 
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and that space included new buildings and 
alterations and extensions to old buildings. 

A Government of the future, probably 
the next Government, would be faced with 
the acute problem of attracting industries to 
some areas in Lancashire, perhaps to areas 
in which there had been too much depend- 
ence on a single industry. He contended 
that this vital district had not made the 
progress in industrial building to which its 
record entitled it. The main factor in ensur- 
ing that industry was competitive was having 
suitable buildings to house suitable machin- 
ery on which suitable workers could be 
employed.. His constituency had _ those 
workers, but not the buildings. 

The Government ought to consider the 
situation that was now arising. Competition 
was increasing in intensity, and he would 
like to know what they intended to do, in 
the long term if they wished, about the 
buildings with which the area was saddled. 
The authorities in the areas had during the 
last few years provided houses that were 
necessary and had accepted the principle of 
a settled population. The Government 
would have to think seriously about an 
extension or a substitution for the Distribu- 
tion of Industry Act. Additional powers 
might have to be given to the President of 
the Board of Trade to allow him to put into 
operation a scheme to enable building to 
take place so that there would be buildings 
in which workers could be employed. 

He urged the Government seriously to 
consider the erection of factories, standard 
factories if they liked, on a modest scale in 
Lancashire. That would give hope and en- 
couragement to the people in those areas. 
Three American companies who wished to 
start business in Lancashire had gone else- 
where because suitable buildings were not 
available in the county. That state of affairs 
could not be allowed to continue. -Some 
action had to be taken which would give 
opportunity to industrialists from outside to 
come into the area. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


LOCAL AUTHORITY ADVANCES 


Mr. MAcCoL.t asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government what was the 
amount of advances made by local authori- 
ties in England and Wales under the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Acts and Housing 
Acts during the 12 months beginning April 
1, 1953, and April 1, 1954, for the acquisi- 
tion, construction, conversion or alteration 
of houses. 

Mr. W. F. DEEDES, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, stated, on April 26, that figures for 
the year 1954-55 were not yet available. 
The figures for April 1, 1953, to March 3, 
1954, were: 


Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts 


(a) for acquisition of houses £10,270,340 
(b) for construction of houses £10,020,792 
Housing Act, 1949 

(a) for acquisition of houses £4,740,009 
(b) for construction of houses £3,825,125 
(c) for conversion of buildings £41,553 
(d) for alteration of houses £142,707 


Housing Act, 1936 
Advances to Housing Associa- 
tions for construction of houses £3,018,797 








768 


KNOWSLEY BUNGALOW ESTATE 


Mr. HAROLD WILSON asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether 
he was aware that houses on the ex-Govern- 
ment bungalow estate at Knowsley, Lan- 
cashire, were now standing empty awaiting 
demolition; and if, in view of the shortage 
of housing accommodation in the area, he 
would reverse his department’s decision that 
the land should now revert to agricultural 
use, 

Mr. Deepes: There were 496 sub-standard 
dwellings on this estate of which four have 
so far been demolished, and a further 11 
are now empty. The rural district council 
propose to demolish these in pursuance of 
their settled intention, agreed with the county 
council as local planning authority, to clear 
the whole site by 1960. The Minister thinks 
that their policy is right, as he does not think 
that people should live in these sub-standard 
dwellings longer than is necessary; and if the 
whole site is to be cleared in five years this 
must be done by stages. 


RURAL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Sir ALFRED Bossom asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government if he 
would send a circular to all local authorities 
drawing their attention to the need to ensure 
that full information was in the hands of as 
many farmers as possible about the grants 
available to enable cottages to be improved. 


Mr. SANDys in a written reply on April 26, 
states: I do not think that another circular 
is needed at present. It is apparent from the 
recent marked increase in the number of 
grants made, particularly in rural areas, that 
both farmers and local authorities are now 
well aware of the possibilities. Publicity has 
been and is being given about the grants 
available by leaflets, booklets and exhibi- 
tions. In addition, 27 special meetings have 
been held by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food especially for farmers. 


BUILDING COSTS, SCOTLAND 


Mr. HamMILTon asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland to what extent the recent in- 
crease in the bank rate would affect house 
building costs and rents in the new town in 
Scotland. 

_Mr. Nixon Browne, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office: —The small increase in loan 
charges involved by the increase in the bor- 
rowing rate fom 33 per cent. to 4 per cent. 
is more than offset by the general reduction 
in housebuilding costs in the new towns in 
the last 12 months. There has been no 
change in the level of rents. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOAN CHARGES 


Mr. MANUEL asked what was the estimated 
increased financial burden to local authori- 
ties in connection with their building pro- 
grammes for this year because of the recent 
increases in the loan charges of the Public 
Works Loan Board. 

Mr. NIXON BROWNE: The average amount 
borrowed by Scottish local authorities from 
the Public Works Loan Board for all pur- 
poses over the last three years is about £30m. 
a year. On this basis the higher interest 
rates now charged by the board would in- 
volve additional annual charges estimated at 
£60,000 a year of which the greater part 
would relate to the building programmes of 
the local authorities. 
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CEMENT DUST NUISANCE 


Mr. Dopps asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government if he was aware of 
the concern in north-west Kent at the con- 
tinued heavy deposits of dust from cement 
factories over a widé area; and what action 
was being taken by his department to deal 
with the nuisance, 


Mr. DEEDES: The Minister knows that the 
dust from cement works in this area has been 
causing concern. No means of complete 
prevention are known at present, but his 
Alkali Inspectors, in co-operation with the 
cement manufacturers, are continuing their 
efforts to reduce the emissions as much as 
practicable. I am proposing to visit two of 
the works concerned shortly. 


HOSPITAL BUILDING 


Mr. STAN Awsery asked the Minister of 
Health for the estimated requirements of the 
South-West Regional Hospital Board for 
1955-56; what reductions he had made in 
those estimates; the reasons for those reduc- 
tions; and what proportion of them applied 
to Bristol. 

Mr. MacLeop: The board’s forecast of 
its requirements for the year 1955-56 totalled 
£17,216,990. The amount allocated to the 
board is £16,791,000, including £193,000 to 
cover expenditure arising subsequent to the 
submission of the forecast, and represented 
what seemed to me to be the board’s fair 
share of the total available for the hospital 
services, The proportion to be allocated 
to the Bristol area is a matter within the 
board’s own discretion. 


THE WORCESTERSHIRE PLAN 


Mr. Hicacs asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government when he would be 
able to give his decision on the Worcester- 
shire County development plan. 


Mr, W. F. Deepes, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, replied on April 26: The Worcester- 
shire plan has to be considered together with 
those of the City of Birmingham and the 
Counties of Staffordshire and Warwickshire. 
The issues involved are by no means simple, 
and will take some while longer to 
resolve. 

Mr. HiaGs asked the Minister to bear in 
mind that particularly in the part of the 
County near to Birmingham there was con- 
siderable pressure for building land, and the 
hand of the City Council would be 
strengthened in dealing with the pressure if 
the development plan was available and 
approved, : 

Mr, DEEDES: Yes. 


FACTORIES AT JARROW 


Mr. FERNYHOUGH asked the President of 
the Board of Trade how many factories were 
built on the Bede Trading Estate, Jarrow, 
up to October, 1951; and how many had been 
built since 1951. 

Mr. KABERRY, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Board of Trade: Between the end of the war 
and October, 1951, 18 Government-financed 
factories, having a total area of approxi- 
mately 480,000 sq. ft., were built on the 
Bede Trading Estate. Since then four ex- 
tensions, totalling 12,000 sq. ft. have been 
built and the building of two further exten- 
sions, totalling 38,000 sq. ft. is about to start. 
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IDENTICAL STEEL TENDERS 


Mr. J. P. W. MALLALIEU asked the Presj- 
dent of the Board of Trade whether he was 
aware that constructional steel firms were 
submitting identical tenders to local councils 
for the construction of schools; and what 
action he proposed to take, by reference ty. 
the. Monopolies Commission or otherwise. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, President of 
the Board of Trade, in a written reply on 
April 28: 

Yes; and I will take account of this in 
selecting further matters for reference to the 
Monopolies Commission. 


MONOPOLY REFERENCES 


Mr. MALLALIEU also asked the President 
whether he was aware that manufacturers 
of cement, chain link fencing, bolts, nuts. 
and washers, metal windows, precast con- 
crete goods, bitumen emulsion and road tar,. 
were generally making a practice of submit- 
ting identical tenders for a county couicil 
and municipal contracts; and what action he 
proposed to take, by reference to the 
Monopolies Commission or otherwise. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT: The supply of metal. 
windows is already being investigated by the 
commission. I will consider the possibility 
of other references where it appears that the 
conditions defined in the Monopolies Acts. 
prevail. 


CYPRUS HARBOURS 


Major PATRICK WALL asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, what port develop- 
ment schemes were planned for the harbours. 
of Cyprus. 

Mr. LENNOX Boyp:—Sir Eric Millbourn, 
Ports Adviser to the Minister of Transport 
and Civil Aviation, in a report to the 
Governor, has recommended the construc- 
tion of three new deep-water berths at 
Famagusta and three more at Limassol and 
minor improvements at Paphos. As he also 
recommended, a detailed engineering survey 
will shortly be carried out to confirm the 
engineering practicability of the proposals 
and to obtain accurate estimates of their 
cost. 


THE DISSOLUTION 


Parliament is dissolved to-day (Friday, 
May 6). It will meet again on Tuesday, 
June 7, when a Speaker will be chosen and 
the ceremony of swearing in of members 
elected on May 26 will begin. The Queen 
will open Parliament on Tuesday, June 14, 
when an outline of the new Government’s. 
programme will be announced. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Aluminium Imports 


The Board of Trade announce that from 
May 6, 1955, separate licences will no 
longer be needed for the import from any 
source of unwrought aluminium, unwrought 
aluminium alloys, and aluminium scrap. 
Details are given in Notice to Importers No. 
729 dated April 29, 1955. 


ESTATE DUTY BOOKLET 


A booklet dealing with estate duty and 
private companies, by A. R. Ilersic, MSc 
(Econ), BCom, has been issued by the 
Incorporated Accountants’ Research Com- 
‘mittee, Copies (price 4s.) may be obtained 
from the Secretary, Society of Incorporated 
Accountants, Incorporated Accountants’ 
Hall, Temple-place, WC2. 
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AN IMPRESSIVE BIF 


Some Notable Exhibits 


N impressive display of exhibits, includ- 

ing a reasonable proportion of new 
ones, have been on view this week to visitors 
from home and abroad at the Castle Brom- 
wich section of the British Industries Fair. 
If, as some critics have said, the BIF has 
lacked signs of inventiveness in recent years, 
that charge cannot be levelled against this 
29th fair which, for the first time, has been 
organised privately. More than -1,000 firms 
are represented in the Birmingham section 
alone. 

Following are some items of particular 
interest to the building industry which are in 
addition to the more detailed review of 
exhibits given in our last issue : — 

ALAN R. Davies, of Bristol, are showing 
their Multibloc machine, which is believed 
to be the first mobile blockmaking machine 
to be produced in this country. Operated 
by two men, it produces concrete blocks 
to British Standards Specification at the rate 
of 12 to 15 tons an hour. 


The firm have also developed a system 
of handling the blocks in bulk after leaving 
the machine. The success of the system lies 
in the principle of maintaining the blocks 
together. as “laid” by the Miultibloc 
machine, throughout the successive stages 
of lifting, carrying, stacking and loading. 
Thus, if 3-in. blocks are being made at the 
rate of 16 per minute, they are lifted in 
units of 16, carried 48 at a time, and the 
grab can stack them or load them 96 at a 
time. There is no breaking of bulk. Mass- 
produced, the blocks are mass-handled in 
units of increasing size, the grab finally 
depositing them on to transport in compact 
loads of one cubic yard. 


Four men are all that should be required 
to remove, stack and load the finished 
blocks, as fast as they are made by the 
Multibloc, even though the stockpile may 
be 100 yards from where the blocks are 
being made. 

The Freightlifter industrial fork-lift. truck, 
being exhibited at the BIF for the first time 
by SHELVOKE AND Drewry, LtD., of Letch- 
worth, Herts, is designed to handle loads in 
confined spaces; the turning radius is only 
9 ft. 8 in. It can be fitted with an inter- 
changeable crane jib or with a ram attach- 
ment for handling heavy coils. 

The main feature of a new crane exhibited 
by J. W. AND T. H. Carter, Ltp., of Hull, 
is that it is easily convertible from a pneu- 
matic-tyred vehicle to a tracked vehicle 
without a major workshop operation. For 
a small crane it has an unusually wide range 
of equipment. 

A new trenching attachment is now avail- 
able for a number of machines manufac- 
tured by F. E. WEATHERILL, LTp., of Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts, and increases their 
usefulness to builders. 

Among the heating and ventilating equip- 
ment is a two-way fan which is being shown 
for the first time by CoLT VENTILATION, LTD., 
of Surbiton, Surrey. It automatically 
replaces the air which it extracts from the 
room with a constant stream of fresh air 
from outside the building. Stale air from 
other rooms or corridors is not used, thus 
avoiding the draughts which are caused 
when replacement air is drawn throug 
cracks and crevices. 
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Some other notable items on view 
include: —A paint roller for applying heavy 
compounds such as texture-paint containing 
silver sand (B. HEYMAN, of Mildmay Park, 
N1); a cellulose-cum-synthetic lacquer that 
provides greater thickness per coat, together 
with a high gloss, straight from the spray- 
gun (Docker BroTHERS, of Birmingham); 
and a new two cubic yard diesel dumper 
(C. H. JoHNSON (MACHINERY), LtD., of 
Stockport, Cheshire). 


MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS 

The following notices regarding exhibits 
at the Castle Bromwich section have reached 
us since the appearance of the review in our 
last issue : — 

Two members of the Small Heath Group 
of the BSA Company—the BSA Precision 
Casting Foundry, and the BSA Power Unit 
Division—are exhibiting at Castle Brom- 
wich. “ Pouring” the shape into engineer- 
ing components, as against cutting the shape 
into them with machine tools and labour, is 
the theme of the BSA Precision Casting 
Foundry exhibit, while the Power Unit 
Division of BSA Motor Cycles, Ltd., is 
showing a range of small air-cooled power 
units. (Stand D, 504.) 

More than 300 electrical accessories are 
shown on the stand of CLANG, Ltp., Crown 
Yard, Cricklewood, NW2. New lines in- 
clude a 13-amp multiplug, 13-amp twin 
sockets and a. range of 5-amp 2-pin top 
entry switched sockets. The firm. are also 
showing a new. switch fixing device. (Stand 
C, 311/210.) 

For the second consecutive year the 
Unimer building system is represented by 
E. H. SMITH (WESTHAVEN), LTD. of Birm- 
ingham, one of the main distributors in the 
Unimer Scheme. The Unimer Scheme is 


. now four years old, and since it began there 


have been over 550 Unimer buildings sold 
to industry and agriculture in the British 
Isles and overseas. (Stand Nos. 1305/1204 
Outside and B, 502 Inside.) 


In the outdoor section VANE AND SCHO- 
FIELD, Ltp., Brighton-road Birmingham, are 
showing their portable buildings. This year 
they are showing their latest summer house, 
for which they have already received many 


orders. (Stand Nos. D, 1311/1210 Out- 
side.) 
Watts (Factors), Ltp,, High-street, 


Lydney, Glos., are exhibiting a full-range of 
automatic anthracite boilers. They are 
also presenting their first range of purpose- 
built oil-burning boilers for low pressure 
hot water systems, and it is intended that 
all models will eventually be available with 
a choice of burners, so that the appliance 
most suitable for the particular installation 
may always be provided. (Stand B, 211.) 


PILE DRIVING 
Noise Reduction Experiments 


EMERGENCY EXPERIMENTS on two new 
methods for reducing the noise of pile driv- 
ing are being conducted in the research 
laboratories of Sir Robert McAlpine and 
Sons, it was revealed in Birmingham on 
April 26 by Mr. MaLcotm D. MCALPINE. 

Mr. McAlpine was meeting a delegation 
of seven Birmingham businessmen who met 
the contractors with a view to cutting down 
the noise from pile driving at present in pro- 
gress on the site of Birmingham’s new “ Big 
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Top” building, for which McAlpines are the 
contractors. Mr. McAlpine told members 
that the firm is experimenting with the use 
of hoods designed to fit over the pile-driving 
hammer for the purpose of reducing the 
noise of the hammer striking the pile, and 
also in the use of a plastic pad to be placed 
between the hammer and the pile. 

The idea of a plastic pad is believed to 
be new in the civil engineering industry, 
and is being developed by McAlpines as 
a result of the Birmingham protests. The 
hood over the hammer has once before been 
tried on a small scale, and if it is extensively 
used in Birmingham it may be the first time 
such equipment has ever been used on a 
major contract. About 1,200 steel piles 
have to be driven. 


PREFABRICATED 
BUILDINGS 


Formation of British Export Group 


FPOLLOWING a series of meetings held 

over the past few months, a number of 
leading firms in the prefabricated building 
industry have formed a group to be known 
at The British Prefabricated Building In- 
dustry Group, with headquarters at, 15, 
Upper Grosvenor-street, London, W 1. , 


PRINCIPAL OBJECTS 


The principal objects of the Group are to 
establish a representative: body of the ins 
dustry to enable the industry’s view. to. be 
expressed and discussed with the various 
government departments and any organisa- 
tions with which the industry may, from 
time to time, have contact; .and ‘to. stress 
the advantages of prefabricated buildings. 
and the contribution that the industry ¢an, 
make to the social, industrial and economic 
life of the country. 

The Group, which will hold meetings 
from time to time in order that members 
may meet together and discuss matters.,of 
common interest, has no commercial .or 
sales function but is prepared to act in. an 
advisory capacity for the industry as. .a 
whole. 

Membership is open to those firms who 
are currently offering for sale, at home or 
overseas, buildings of which the majority of 
the components are factory-made -in - the 
United Kingdom, and are suitable. for 
human occupation. The following. manu- 
facturers are already members: 

Booth and Co. (England), Ltd.; Boulton 
and Paul, Ltd,; The Bristol Aeroplane Com- 
pany, Ltd.; G. H. Burgess and Co., Ltd.; 
Crudens, Ltd.; Hawksley -Constructions, 
Ltd.; Mayerete, Ltd.; Medway Buildings and 
Supplies, Ltd.; Mod-X Structures, Ltd.; 
H. Newsum, Sons and Co., Ltd.; Orlit, Ltd.; 
Reema Constructions, Ltd.; Robert Building 
Inventions, Ltd.; Seco, Ltd.; W. J. Simms, 
Sons and Cooke, Ltd.;. Spooners (Hull), 
Ltd.; Stephenson Developments (Hudders- 
field), Ltd.; and Woolaway Constructions, 
Ltd. 

The affairs of the Group are to be con- 
ducted by an executive committee consisting 
of four members,. who will be elected 
annually. The present committee comprises 
Messrs. R. A. Newsum, MBE (H. Newsum, 
Sons -and Co.,Ltd.) (chairman); Bernard 
Brunton (Seco,. Ltd.); L. .S. Abbott (Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd.); and W. W. aaa 
(Mod-X Structures, Ltd.). 
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More Efficient Management: The Need 
# for Leaders 


ME. L. J: HOLLOWAY, president of the 

LMBA, was the guest of Central Area 
No. 1 at -lunch on April 20. Mr. L. J. 
Bradshaw, chairman of the Area, presided. 

Since he took office, said Mr. HoLLoway, 
he had tried to persuade members of the 
urgent need for an increase in the efficiency 
of the contracting side of the building in- 
dustry. It was senseless to hide behind the 
fact that they might consider other sections 
of the industry less efficient than themselves 
and that nobody appeared to take notice of 
reports and recommendations of the various 
committees that had sat since the war. 

“TI firmly believe,” he said, “that while 
making every effort to persuade other 
people to mend their ways we must, as a 
matter of great urgency, turn our minds to 
the problem of becoming beyond reproach 
in our own sphere. 

“Since the war we have completely re- 
organised our methods of craft apprentice- 
ship. The National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board scheme had been going for just over 
ten years, and we are only now reaping the 
first crop of new craftsmen. That there 
are more vacancies than boys to fill them at 
the moment is a tragedy, but not so great 
a tragedy as it was 2 few years ago when 
there were more boys than vacancies. - We 
must not let up on the efforts we have made; 
we must keep at it in the hope of redressing 
the balance.” 

The next step forward, Mr. Holloway 
continued, was taken last year when the 
pilot scheme for certificated general fore- 
thanship studies was started at Westminster 
Technical College. So far this scheme ap- 
peared to have been a great success. The 
calibre of the men attending was very high. 
They were very enthusiastic, and showed 
almost 100 per cent. attendance. This course 
would proceed to its second year next 
session, and they would soon be asking for 
nominations for a new first year course. 


THE NEXT STEP 


‘“The next new step will, I hope, be 
launched this year,” said the president. “I 
Fefer to the scheme of articled pupilship 
for managerial, adminstrative and technical 
posts on the: construction side of the in- 
dustry. Just as we set the standard high 
for the foremanship course—some say too 
high—so we are starting this course at a 
reasonably high level, that is to say from 
the minimum standard of a General Certi- 
ficate of Education with passes in five sub- 
jects. This course is aimed at grammar and 
public school boys. These are the boys most 
likely to have an inbred sense of loyalty and 
responsibility. There are too few people 
about today who are prepared to undertake 
the responsibility of leadership, and it is 
leaders we desperately require.” 

Mr. Holloway added that all these lines 
of attack on the problems of managerial 
efficiency were long term ones, and it re- 
mained for every one of them to take such 
steps as they could to cut out waste and 
inefficiency and to improve the management 
and management techniques of their own 
firms. He could not see any immediate signs 
that doctrines of planning in advance, selec- 
tive tendering, codes of practice for invita- 


THE BUILDER 


tions to tender and other schemes designed 
to do away with the troubles that they in- 
herited when they got a contract, would 
be adopted. It meant, therefore, that any 
decrease in the cost of building must come 
from their own ability to manage more effi- 
ciently and make more efficient use of 
labour, materials and machinery. 


PRA to Give Lecture 


PROFESSOR A. E, RICHARDSON, FRIBA, 
FSA, LittD, President of the Royal Academy, 
is to give the LMBA Lecture for 1955 in the 
lecture theatre of the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. Albemarle-street, W1, on 
Wednesday, July 27, at 5 pm. He has 
chosen as his subject “ The Rebuilding of 
London.” 


Presentation of Medals 


THE LorD Mayor, who is to be the guest 
of the Council of’ the LMBA at lunch in 
the Savoy on May 16, is to preside at the 
presentation of the LMBA medals for 1955 
by the American Ambassador on October 24. 
By kind permission of the Master and 
Wardens of the Worshipful Company of 
Grocers, the ceremony is to take place in 
Grocers’ Hall. October 24 is, appropriately. 
United Nations Day. 


A City Luncheon 


THE ANNUAL “City” luncheon of the 
LMBA’s No. 3 Area is to be held this year 
in Cutlers’ Hall. Mr. F. L. Baker, FIOB, 
chairman of the Area, will preside and the 
guest of honour will be the President, Mr. 
L. J. Holloway.’ The luncheon takes place 
next Tuesday, May 10. 


Cricket Club 


THE LMBA CRIcKET CLUB opens its 
season With a match against the LCC Archi- 
tects on May 26 at Kidbrooke (Johnson and 
Phillips ground). It has five fixtures on its 
card. In addition to the LCC match, these 
are:— 

RIBA, June 1, at Wimbledon Cricket Club 
ground; RICS, June 9, at Malden Wanderers 
ground, New Malden; Blue Circle Sports 
Club, June 17, at Bromley; Eastern Federa- 
tion, July 6, at Brondesbury CC ground. 

Mr. B. J. Garrett is again. captain, with 
Mr, A. F, Wallis as vice-captain. 


Holiday Working 


Goop Fripay is in future to be a non- 
working day in the building industry in 
London. 


RAILWAY FREIGHT CHARGES 
Minimum 74 per cent. Increase 


BriTISH TRANSPORT COMMISSION announce 
that in consequence of the large increases in 
wages and salaries and of certain other in- 
creased costs, it will become necessary to 
increase both passenger and freight charges 
as from June 5. 

There will be a general increase of 74 per 
cent, in charges for freight traffic by goods 
and passenger train, except that an increase 
of 15 per cent. will be made in charges for 
freight traffic in consignments of under one 
ton by goods train and for traffic by 
passenger train, other than perishables and 
traffic carried at the loaded -van scale (i.e., 
charged by the van-load), which will be in- 
creased by 74 per cent. 
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NJC CHAIRMANSHIP 


Mr. Stephen Hudson Succeeds 
Mr. W. H. Forsdike 


T the annual meeting of the National 
Joint Council for the Building In- 
dustry, held in ‘London on April 27, 
Mr. Stephen Hudson of Sunderland was 
unanimously elected chairman of the 
Council in succession to Mr. W. H. 
Forsdike, CBE. 

Mr. Hudson’s election was proposed by 
Sir Richard Coppock, CBE, General Secre- 
tary of the NFBTO, and seconded by Mr. 
G. W. Buchanan, CBE, the senior employer 
member of the Council, Mr. H. Payne, JP 
(National Federation of Roofing Contrac- 
tors); Mr. W. E. Fishburn, OBE, chairman 
of the National Conciliation Panel; Mr. 
M. L. Binley (National Federation of 
Plumbers and Domestic Engineers Em- 
ployers) and Mr, J. C. Hill (Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers) also supported 
the motion. 


Warm tributes were paid by members to 
Mr. Forsdike’s long record of distinguished 
service to the Council, having been chairman 
since 1943, 

Mr. Hupson said: “ He has guided our 
deliberations with a wisdom and wit that has 
helped us through many a difficult situation. 
We in the building industry have little with 
which to reproach ourselves. We have had 
great troubles and difficulties and, by and 
large, we have got through them fairly 
amicably. In achieving that end we are in 
no small way indebted to Mr. Forsdike for 
the part he has played, 

Mr. H. WEAVER, President o fthe Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trades Workers, 
claimed that the National Joint Council had 
no superior in the. industrial life of this 
country, and Mr, Forsdike had guided it 
during the most difficult years of its history. 
He had occupied the chair with dignity, 
tolerance and understanding of both sides of 
the Council. SiR RICHARD CopPPock spoke 
of his appreciation of Mr.~ Forsdike’s 
patience, calmness, decisiveness and im- 
partiality—the latter being the predominant 
factor during his service of chairmanship to 
the Council. 

Mr. I. ERNEST JONES (joint secretary) said 
he would like to make it a condition of Mr. 


‘Forsdike’s retirement that he should “still 


come here and ‘tick me off’ in his own 
inimitable way which you all know. That 
is for the good of my health and perhaps fo 
the good of his.” 

In response MR. ForspDIKE said: “I have 
been very proud of the work of the Council 
and of its success. It will stand up to any 
inquiry or criticism or comparison with that 
of any other industry in this country. I 
think we have got the finest industrial agree- 
ment of any industry, and it has: worked. 
Why has it worked? Because we have stead- 
fastly maintained the principles of our con- 
stitution; something nearly as good or some- 
thing just away from it has not been good 
enough for us.” 

Mr. J. H. Mills, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
was unanimously re-elected vice-chairman 
of the Council, and Sir, Richard Coppock 
and Mr. I. Ernest Jones were unanimonsly 
re-elected joint secretaries, 
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T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand ee 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle... 
} in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze aie 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site eke 

Rapid Hardening Cement in ton Toads and up- 
wards to site . ee a 
I1to6ton do. site 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement aoa : 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). ‘ 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu aaa High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and u 

Stourbridge Fireclay, wha loads at Railway Depot, 
London “er 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... ree 

Second Hard Stocks’ . r 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 


2% in. Nominal Fletton oe to sites in = 
District Commons 
Cellular Gas ss aa ae a 
Keyed do. ate “Ee a genie 
Rustics pan mee ae aes 


Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) vu 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . 


23 in. Best Stourbridge Fire _— (London 
Stations) = 
3 in. do. (London Stations) 


2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red. ’Facings 
(London Sites) 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 


Sites) 

2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) 

2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ‘ 

Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 

Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour 


"Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. a aes 


per yd. 


per ton 


” 


per cwt. 


per ton 
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£ 
Rubber Bricks for gouges arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) : aa 13 
2jin. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock | Facings 
(London Sites) ai 14 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... a 64 
Headers ‘ ‘ a 63 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats" a 80 
Double Stretchers - ue 85 
Double Headers — = aaa Pi og 77 
One side andtwoends _... ne Sees a4 Be 87 
Two sides and one end ‘a 89 
Splays and Squints ma a 83 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above rices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10° 4, for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLay PartiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
. lorry loads. 
*2 in. 140 yds. . - yd. sup. 
*2¢ in. ... “e a 140 yds. ” 
i) ae ose one 120 yds. ” 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) Roe 95 yds. pa 
6 in. (8}” x 53” 1250 Blocks per 1000 25 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. 100 yds. ... per yd. sup. 
23 in. 85 yds. A 
2 in. 75 yds. ya 
4 in. 55 yds. po 
CRANHAM 
a in. ” 
23 in. ”» 
: ~ ” 
an in. Load bearing quality aaa o- 
FiLoor Biocks and Sewn tin 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ws 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... per 1,000 32 
4 in. do. * 34 
Sin. do. aos 41 
6 in. do. co 46 
af » do. a 4 tes see pa 56 
do. aes at isis aaa ia gee *.; 66 
io” x 3” x} Filler Tiles in multipies of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples 56 
12” x 3” x #” do. do. PP ” 63 
10° x4" xq” do. do. ‘ 9” 69 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons 


tif 4974 % 
y +37 
2 TAY: 


Over 2 tons 


+674 % 

- 10%" +674 % 
+373 4+07t% +3747%497 
+474%4674% +474%+97 


3 in. Land Drain nian - me in. a - 
4in. do. os 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ied daa eee 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


Best Quality 
B.S.S. Best do. 
Tested Quality 
B.S.S. Tested do. 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region pr? 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9in. x 3in. Rubbed, weathered, Lsmeens and 
stooled cills ‘ ea 
12 in. x 6in. do. do. 

12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated _ 

12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 
14in. x 6in. do. do. 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top. ‘and face 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes i 
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STONE—continued £ 28nd , ; . ; ' : £ s.d. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. bog rt bg al as if 7 13 in. x Sin. ... per ton 2 t Z 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 3 5 én. x 4} in Tin. % 6in . Sin. x din ppc oN. 150 
ee ee ee ee 9 in. x 4in 10 in. x Sin. Lo eee BR oes . 
uid 1710 | 12in: x Sin 22in. x 7 in. (ee 7 ° 
12 in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run e2 9in. x 7 in 10 in. x 8 in. 12in. x 8 in. 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 14in. x Shin 14in. x 6in. 14in. x 8 in. 
and front ... per ft. cube 2 348 1Sin. x Sin 1Sin. X 6in. 16 in. x 6 in. “ 10 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and ‘front .. ie 18 3 16in. x 8in 18i in. X 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 10 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 20 in. x 7} in. ; 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 em hater ac ele : wie eee we gs 4 2 ° 
TILES AND PANTILES Fabricated work delivered London— sas va % 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 R. S$. Tolste yen and fitted ” i ei Ae ec ee 
Machine-made Pantiles and French poppers Tiles from Compound girders a3 ay a 43 at 61°60 0 
Lincolnshire district 29 8 0 Stanchions © as ape ee Dele eee 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 47 10 0 Compound stanchions be. fs ae SIONS: 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... ... 0. gs |S 83 0 OO 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district BS eke 9 Average prices not for awkward work. 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district ie ae Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. D8 3 Stock fi in. diam., and upwards << of “ GX0 
Machine-made Hip ws Valley tiles do. l,,.6 tin. diam. p ia pertonextra 4 7 0 
ate tiles —_ a: He (9s) 7 i‘ . : fin. do. ia ook ac” Re $27 8 
0. nterlocking “ fin. do. Soa say oo ihe sah os 2. 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. : do. a 3) = a fi . 112 0 
SLATES . MILD STEEL TUBES 
F port gemayé Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
1,000 actual Class A NET } 
asa ~* i 4 Class B + 52bes Light + 24b% Malleable List—324% + 40% 
e ass A eavy A 
22 x Hi 93 4 6 ae 
20 x 12 88 0 0 es ca 214% 
20 x 10 82 1 0 Class B — 11% Light + 112% Malleable List—323% 
tebe ee ClasC + 14% Heavy + 193% 
16 x 10 48 16 0 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
16x 8 38 0 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
NOTE. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. tlie” Sea haw f 
u 
TIMBER ocr 3/- /10 
Softwood— ee ee 3/3 /10 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 4in. ie =p oa iis 3/9 3/8 1/3 
Carcassing quality do. ne £98 to £102 4h in. ai apy v4 5/24 4/1 1/6 
1 in. — and Grooved Flooring do. ne £108 0 5 in. 7) 5/94 4/5 1/10 
Hardwood— 
a <= S.E. so do. perft.cube 110 0 : C.I.0.G. GUTTERS 
Honduras do. cae do. oa 3. 2, 0 3 in. d ie .. 4/44 3/11 1/- 
Mg European do. cae do. a 2 3 2 3} in. 4/104 3/11 1/3 
do. Japanese do. a do. x 210 0 4 in. 5/44 4/1 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. 5 + 13° ® 4} in. 5/9} 4/8 1/10 
Teak 8.in. average S.E. ... do. Na 3 $°<Q 5 in. 6/44 5/5 1 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ‘ 38 ¢ re RA AIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) “yl yd. in 6-ft. mage me , ~— —— 
Delivered London area. in. an ose wa 
i} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern - in. on 23 in. sie sda 7/24 4/1 7/1 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. oe CRCh 1120 3 in. ee ed ss ce coe = OD 5/2 7/8 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i me ye . 113 0 3} in. se se ust séé ae eS 6/1 9/3 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sas a ses > 114 0 4 in. - ae 10/8 7/4 10/11 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Seid sand aah 1 16“6 L. pes CoareD Sot PIpEs 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 9 in. wr Bes 8/24 6/4 7/8 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Me See ae as 2 oy 24 in. Ee eh oo ae 8/74 He 9/7 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. soe tee eee ome 211.6 | 3in. Girne selene Saw eee ee 7/8 11/7 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. ¥ ee 10/10 9/7 13/7 
att. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee ane ie Bs 2°1 9 4in. . 12/4 10/8 15/8 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ove ose mat ” 2 3 6 Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under. 5 cwt. lots 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 24% 
Delivered “—— Sea ance Rene ee and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x t. O in. in 
quantities 1 ton (89 = to ; - per yd. ; . L.C.C. Coane Sane PIPES 
1$ in. oO. s. to 1 ton Seis ssa aa 
Bin” do: G2yseto ton | gig GEE Bata Brant 
in. () yds. to 1 ton wok see 56 : 
‘o 3 es rea . i) 33 | 6in. ee oa 37/11 46/5 74/3 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5, - ido a. re All less 17} per cent. discount. a he om 
. in. in. in. in. 
$ 4 seer ~ ess > asa ve nee ae ee ; : Pipes 6-ft. lengths - per vd. 3/9 4f. 4/10 6/5 
: . ; é ‘ eac 
#s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ; | per yd. sup. : : Single Branches’ cite oe 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
ne Felt, 4 od eee coe ° eve ose Pm seh Bends square or obtuse ra nid a re a 
: o. ee ee eee ” S N in. proj. A 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs per fewt. § 9 9 | Swagclecks ei to. ee ae ee 
Croid Glue : . 1. 28 Ib. 260 Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS . 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) , . per ton 58 5 0O in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton ‘jots) e ne 5415 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) os ... per cwt. 2:16. +3 Drop ends sae sos ~~ RCH 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) as sas ee 2AlZ, ~~ Ends at ote ai Pith 3/5. Mi ' iio 
ce eral Stee. Joists, Etc. a ig ‘en sa ‘i 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
6in. X 5in., 8in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. < 6 in. Union Clips... Mee a / / ! f 
12 in. x 6 in. sayates cut to = delivered London ~——" ASBESTOS eenaieg | 4 ang on ee “i 
rea ss per ton in. in. in in. in. 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 2/113 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3in. x 1pin. 4in. x Ifin. ... i bes - 310 0 Drop ends ne «. @ach: 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
3 in. xX Sin. ae ay se aa ar ral aa Stop ends se Langone /9 /10 /ll 1/- 1/2 
in. X: 3:m.,° «10in.’X Ain: ... is eee 110 0 Angles ... oP eer, ie EIS 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
4 in. ° ” g 
Sin ican, Sin x Sins. ,..; sae a we 115 0 Nozzles ae och amine Sele 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
43 in. x 1} in. os a OP A ay i KI Ya 1 Union Clips... nv, apt eene 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS— continued Per ton basis PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
ude aren Delivered London area. fs 4. 
lron—Staffordshire vont Le: some bed pe a .. 4117 6 cing Distemper... “ae = a s+ percwt. | 
Mild Steel. Bars . ... OES eT ED ay agg gt a geet eS 
Mild GOING he ag eek aes eae A ees oe ee ee 0 
Ex Merchant’s nowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ... . Perce. FT 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Soh Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 24 €é Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0 
O gauge ... oe a rae oe Pee . Oe 6 CO Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 5 ee 
25 eae oe LAUER ae Sees. Gos) eee Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 
26 gaug “ ss ‘ " a a ic Me @ a —— Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 7 Ss 211 0 
Galvanise orrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— ize quality, 28 Ib. a ... per tin 9 0 
20 gauge ... 3 ne i. sae. 56-6. 6 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra is ... per gal. 12 0 
_ gauge ... oF a ce ee ia wat -- 53916 6 Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... is “ss ¥ 12 6 
gauge . . Ree be <e, or FG ; 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— SUNDRIES. 
20 gauge ... ose ose ees ««« 37 16 6 Turpentine substitute s sal ) drums extra : i i 5 6} 
24 gauge ... ce Sea —- ae ae ee itan eG do. O gal.) do. do. ... i? a 4 8} 
26 gauge ... «« OG@.EF ¢ Solignum, mm... (5 Ba cans) Exterior ... Pe x 6 6 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, Copper, “Zinc, ‘ETC. Creosote (40 gal. barrels) F re Ae a 20 
Delivered = oe area. on oir me (1 Ib. cond whe 2 os per Ib. | 6 
. : t P re bs ap as aie i 0 
— All 4 doz. le sin. fin. lin. fin. 1din. 2 in. a at i waa : 
rewdown bib cocks Crutc 
head for iron 87/— 128/8 VARNISHES, etc. 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. ... 109/-. 158/5 ‘ : 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 | Delivered London area 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 = Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... =. =~. per gal. 1! 12 6 
Double.nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- Oak Pale Copal do. ae Ie gids) fase > Se 118 0 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/—.193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — Hard Drying Oak for Inside seeOh sso ee 20 0. 
Plumbers’ union dices lead to Crystal Paper Varnish GOe cx eee Soe See $s 2:0 0 
iron vs ene 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- Sarg) Flat i a wee ned ee eee 2 pas : 
ldin. i}in. 2in. 3in. 3}in. 4in inest Carriage Varnis ea a oe Sas a 
Caps and screws id . 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 Front Door Varnish ... ©... vee eee wees 200 
Brass sleeves... ew 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 Japan Gold Size CS ee eee 1 126 
“4h x 6lb. 14 x 61b.2 x 7lb. 3 x7 b. Black Japan... “re wee ees ad whe a 14-0 
Lead P. trap with baad me Brunswick Black wee eee eee wee eee * 110 0 
screws aa 63/6 19/6 127/- 217/3 Berlin Black... er Ae ad aaa ace me LR ae 
Lem S UWE Ben a 95/- 1156/3 281/- Terebene ce 1 8 0 
Solder s. Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... a ga uae ‘< 2.2.0 
Plumbers’... sats iv Mo a we per Ib. ; French and Brush Polish (do. ) dea aks re - 1 180 
5 RP aia ene Sg da 4 2 
Blow p' E 
Copper re. BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 364d. per Ib. - A GLASS 
and manuft ct uring extras —- Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. Delivered London area a oe IC inn Per ft. super ' 
QF es 
’ d. ali . 
bin. x 19 gauge rt 124 Total per lb: 481 be po Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 2 
Faget “iret. ts Se BR ge ni a ‘i 10 
\ in x 18 i st 3° _ 451 bin. Rolled Plate”. * 7 ° 4 
3: in. <7 ” oe 104 ” ” 40h yy in. and } in. Rough Ca: i a 1. 0 
in. ef 
Rolled ‘Chal sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic rice a a ti he, Figees oe saaie Cathedral Standard patterns: 9 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... . perton 375 17 0 do. Standard Tints ; 1 44 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge 3 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 6 3 do. Special Tints ... L 29 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do, ”» 8 4 6 Lin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 8 3 6 Luminating ot 
Brass tubes basic rice, -” sceipaale and manufactur: 
+ in. Wired Cast “4 i 
ing extras... : oe. per Ib. 2 44 1 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 24 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES Hollow Glass Blocks— ‘ Each 
Basis selling peice in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London wae 4 x 74 x 311 in. 2:9 
or Home unties. x x in. 42 
£-s, .¢& P.B.32 72 x. 72 Xx 34 in. @-3 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards perton 140 5 0 Radiused Conner Blocks to match up ui, 
Lead Water Pipe in coils . asi ds 141 10 O P.B.2 3.3 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to sli in. dia. ... ‘i 143 0 O P.B. 3 6 9 
_ P eae dia. ‘ one % 145 0 0 P.B. 32 2 ie ae3 ain 6 9 
ea as or Untinned Compo pipe aut fe 143 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton t in. Polished Plate Glass, GG. Quality rar Per ft. super 
5 ote on Sar J ton a sect” ce per emt 2 0 in pee nes eae 5 ft oan 4 eee 7 : 
cwt. oO. cwt. nai kee me x“ ‘i 40 * ” - 7 i 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. : 6 0 ” % 2 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. » ” 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis } in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates exceeding 100 ft. 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
extra according to current trade schedule. —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ai or 135 in. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per both ways... fe 8 4 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto ee 3 
oo ss ay og Ay or ditto i 16 0 
tes exceeding t. sup., prices on app ication. 
PLASTER, etc. Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at S i 
pecial Prices. 
C —_ = 1-ton loads me over ene on Site per ton 7 6 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Sirapite Coarse 7 - ‘ " 2 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
attern deliver yy the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
do. Fine do. do. be 717 0 p delivered by th fact t ite at 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads vs 6 9 6 Minimum Per ft. super 
Hydrated Lime do. is 512 6 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
Lump Lime do. eee a SRG 18 oz. sheet O. S5 as ore we da 4} 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in l-ton loads °.. re 10 4 0 24 0z. 5, * “as ia ais pe ... 2,000 64 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads__... a 918 6 26 - + ia bes eve as as ... 2,000 73 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ca a ss 9°6 3 32 o: 5 neh dua if ... 2,000 10} 
Hair: . .. .. per cwt. 417 6 4 in. "Rolled Piate 1,000 7s 
Gypsum Plaster. Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 i in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
a ah over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 9 Patterns, Xatg > “ Reeded, L 1,000 7h 
» ) a. in. Pinstripe, ammerstripe, eede uminatin; 
Gy ypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to : ' and Spotlyte... s 1,000 103 
2 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one fs in. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 103 
pd, Delivered site <.. : &. ane a 26 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ... 2,000 11g 
1,200 yds. cas ai a ua wea a 2 5 } in. Georgian Wired Cast ate aaa <n | Aone 1 Of 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. 


Town, Grade. 
ADSTAVON 20.000ccccccescccccecees A 













Aberdare ...... nee 
Abergavenny rrr 
Abingdon ..A2 
Accrington A 
Addlestone ... A 
Aldeburgh ............ A2 
Aldershot District... AZ 
Alfreton U.D........ a. 
Alnwick ....... mY | 
Altrincham — 
Amble........ Al 
Amersham .. Al 
Ammanford ... sine 
Andover ..... A2 
a “ mY 
— * 


2 
pon ae a-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U.D ; 
Ashford (Kent) ........ 
Ashford (Middlesex). 
CO a 
pS errs 
Ashton-under-Lyne... 
Aspatria and Brayton 2 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A 
Aylesbury A2 
Aylesby (Yorks).. sini 
PAIERDA ~ oo vcensesceconseienss 





Banbury .......... 
Barnard Castle 
Barnoldswick U.D. 
BENE ccsenevtoehas 5 
Barrow-in-Furness ..........++ 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
og Thrussington A2)...A 
DRIED. cocssabaeasbanbvnctbasestes A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A\l)...... 


2 >>25 


g 
g 
>>b>B>>> 


Lek. 


Berkhamsted 
Berrington ....... 
Berwick District.. 
Beverley ...... 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade 

Billericay ...... 
ee 
Billingham U.D... 
Bilsthorpe..... 
Birchington 
Birkenhead ..... 
Birmingham C.B. 
Bishop Auckland ... 
Bishop’s Stortford. 
BSRTR cccccescese 
Blackburn 
Blackpool ........... 
Blackwell R.D 

Blaydon U.D. 

Blidworth . 


Bolton ......... ‘ 
Bourne Bad ........0000.-.004 
Bournemouth District ...... A 
DE vnenesnescaducsnsecen A2 
BIOTS  ovccsscccccocses af 
Bradford-on-Avon = 
BREITOS >. cascbocsiccncrccoes Al 
Breconshire, County of...t{A2 
Brent Kmoll ...00000..ccsesce0 
Brentwood 
Bridlington 
Brierfield ... 
Brighouse ... 
Brighton . 
Bristol ...... 
Broadstairs ......... 
Bromsgrove U.D. 
ee Ste 
Bromehton (Cheshire) 

Buckley 


Z>>>B 











>D>>>R>>>>dd>R 





For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per 
Norte.—Carpenters and Joiners provi 


>>>d>>d>d>d>d>e shod or>derrre 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 































































Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... Abs 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/10} 
Labourers 3/53 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Town. Town. Grade | Tuwn. Grade. 
NOD 5 sins evenpiecvenscnobed A2 Felixstowe BR clcenccwesscteginssceseten A2 
Burnham-on-Crouch a Filey U.D. WAR vss ccannnssicn 
IEE | clancasnilensgenat Fleetwood Lyneham (Devon) ew 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. PUNE ....2+>+e Macclesfield r% 
cy ee eee Folkestone WMaticahend ce Al 
me deg Edmunds .. — os “ Maidstone .. “Al 
ceccecceesesceseseceeseeeeete = | BE POMO .ccccccecccccccceccesceence Maltby Wt ae 
Byfleet Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) ... Al 
Calder Valley .. = Gateshead ............. ae Malvern U.D. ... Al 
Cambridge ........ A Gillingham (Kent) .. Manchester ........ A 
Cannock U.D. a Glossop ...........+. ay Manningetrec ......... Al 
Canterbury “A2 eee A Mansfield M.B. .... oA 
Cardiff ........... ne % Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 PMNG I i inancssceeaseukes «hi 
Cardiganshire,Co nty a ee ee A2 ee eRe A2 
RNID cecckapcisscarccnsceates A Goole M.B. A Market Harborough U.D. A 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Gosport A ARE oun ta ssicyacctsesds 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 Grantham M. A Matlock U.D.... “ 
Pe ee A Gravesend... .... vA Melkshain ............ “ 
Castleford... et Great Yarmouth . Bees he * A Melton Constable ........... 
et eee mae x Grimsby C.B. & R:D.(part) A Melton Mowtrcy U.D.....Al 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . nee Grimsby R.D. rs hs ainder) A2 Merthyr teeeeee A 
Charmy Down ....... ber Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough .. neo 
Chatham & District Al Guilsborough A Middleton ........ A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .........A REGRSES se. 500s sccdshavesteoes oat eg % 
Chelmsford ............. oe y ; jen. . 
Cheltenham ... wes ow MLB. ve eeeeeeeeeeees Morecambe ...... a.” 
Chepstow Al Halstead aasapes ess ei MORleY ox. nesses ee 
ad eta aoe ashe Mundesley .. oben 
Chertsey “A Haresfield .. Al : 
Ce nad Harlow ......... ee Nantwich . A 
Chesterfield M.B. . asi Harpenden - Nelson .... A 
Chesterfield R.D. . ae Harrogate on Newark-on sl 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A petlars! et Newbury AZ 
Hartlepool Pen 
END cosscavcvsszeineseas A2 Harwich x Newcastle-on-Tyne ....... or 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .... “AR Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A 
ham Within and Harden- . Hastings a "A2 New Forest Distri Al 
A2 ep er a Newmarket ....... .Al 


huish) 















+ nota County of -. 
Coventry C.B. ....... 
Cranbrook 


Chorley iach 
Clacton ..... A 
Cleethorpes pred 
Clevedon <a 
Cleveleys ... A 
Clitheroe ........ A 
Coalville U.D. en 
Cobham (Surrey) _ cout 
Colchester ........ A 
REE, ascasenenes fe 
Colwyn Bay Al 
Congleton | 
Consett ...... pat 
re tit 
A2 
ae’ 
A2 
, 


eS! 


Cranleigh ... vilne 
Crawley (Sussex) Al 
errs A 
Lo ee Al 
Crowborough 04 
Cuckfield ........002. wA2 


Dalton-in-Furness .... 
Darlington District 


= Seenbneoganesens mee 

ssilctinlsdiaanients .A2 
Denbigh Town ae 
Derby C.B. A 
DIOVIRES os ois scesnes A2 
Devon, County of ¢A2 
ERIE, >> ahcaticenenesesnnee A 
BIBCOE sessed A2 
BEND: . crpimcnentans os ..A2 
Doncaster C.B. .. soit 
RIN. oncodscbacontbnvenessee A 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, vy wane and 
Wimborne Al) . 

Dover 

Dovercourt ........ 

Driffield U.D. 

Droitwich M.B. .. 





Dudley M.B. ..... ich 
Dunstable ..... ove 
IDLY, oc snsesescesecace A 
ee erro A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A 


East Grinstead District ... A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A 
Edenbridge a 


Fakenham 
Falmouth 
Fareham ...... 
Faversham 














Hat eld (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath . 
Hemel Hempstead .. 



















Henley-on-Thames .A2 
SES Arey rece A2 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of ..fA2 
PRES TEES. ocstsnckssvcpcenensond A2 
Hertfcrd ...... ee 
Hexham U.D. BN 
Heysham ...... A 


High Wycomte . 
Highwo ROR .cs545 
Hinckley U.D. 
Hitchin 


Hoddesdon 

Horley «ohn 
Horsham .. .A2 
Horwich ........ owe 
Hudder.field anc 
BE, sscscaeess acne rex 
Hunstanton ...... aha 
Huntingdon (Staffs).. a Y 
ee re ay as 
Ingatestone Al 
Ipswich _........ 


Isle of Sheppey . 
Isle of Thanet... 
Isle of Wight .... 
Jarrow M.B. 
Keighley 
OS” eee 
Kenilworth U.D. .. 
Kettering M.B. ., 
Keynsham _........... 
Kidderminster M.B. . 
ming 6 Lynn |....:.... 

Kingskerswell 
Kingstejgnton 
Kirkham 
eter ne UD.. ‘ 
MENT (Kony rcubarecvenssesesce 
Re eee A 
Leamington M.B. 
Leatherhead ..... 


Cea> 


P>>PPPs555555 















Leeds 

Leicester C.B. 
Leighton Buzzard 
—" eae 
PO eae 
Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoln C.B. 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool .. 
Llandudno Al 
Llanelly A 
London ...... sane 
Long Eaton. ...0..¢,...0 A 
Loughborough M.B.. A 
SS) ee A2 
TOWER. 6ccinstcsthossscasssevs A 

























Newport, Mon. .. 
Newport Pagnell 
Newton Abbct 

Northallerton Dist 
Northampton CC. 
North Shields . 

Norton Radstock 
IOEWICR  ...<i200..- 
Nottingham C.3. 
Nuneaton MB... 


2R> 


>>>2555 


Oakham U.D. . ..A2 
ne A 
Ongar... A 
eee ee A 
Ossett and Herbury . A 
Oxford .... A 
Oxted ..... Al 
Paignton .......... at 

A 


Peterborough .......... 
S 


>i 


Pickering 
Plymouth ave 
Pontefract .......... 
Pontypridd District. 
Portishead 
Portland Stoneyards . 
Portsmouth .......... 
Port Talbot ... 
PrestOM ....0000. 
PUGGEY  viccesecsss ‘ 
i ae 


Radnorshire, County of $A2 
Ramsgate ; 
Rayleigh ... 
Reading ...... 
Redcer BZ. .....-.. 
Redditch U.D. ....... 
Redhill and Reigate . 
Geer ee Aree 
Rochdale ... 
Rochester .... 
Rotherham ..... 
Rugby M.B. 


Saffron Walden ............... A2 
St. Albans ........ re 
St. Helens...... ae 8 
St. Neots ....... ..A2 
Salisbury City ... 
Salisbury Plain ... 
Sawbridgeworth .. 
Saxmundham 2 


> 
Moe 


B>d>d>>>>d>b> 


Scarborough A 
Scunthorpe wy 
Selby ....... A 
Sevenoaks | 
Sheerness A2 
Sheffield soe 
Shipley. ....c0ccees A 
Shoeburyness .....ccccsecsseeeeA 


working day. This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


WoMEN’S RATES.— 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 778. 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. Grade, 
Shoreham Pee, 5 
Shrewsbury M. oth 
Sittingbourne 
Skegness U.D, ... 
Skipton U.D. ..... 











Sleaford U.D. . AZ 
eee , aA 
Smethwick C.B. tA 
Snettisham _......... - AZ 
Somerset, County of tA2 
Southampton ....... A 
— Dist A 
outh 





South Shields Cc. - 
Spalding U.D. 


Stafford M.B. .. ww A 
een eA 
Stamford M.B. . Al 
Stantonwick 

Stevenage 

Stockport _ ....... oon 


Stockton R.D. .... 
Stockton-on-Tees _.... 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. . 
Stoke Orchard ... 
Stourbridge M. 
Stourport U.D. 
Stowmarket ........... 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. 
Sunderland District 
Sunningdale ........... 





affham 
Swanage 
Swansea 
Swindon ... an 
Swinton U.D. ......:.... escenne 


Tamworth M.B...... 
Tenterden ....... 
Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven 
Thetford 
Thorpe Bay is 
Thurrock U. DC, Atee 6.0500 A 
» North 7 to a A 
Ps ee 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge 
Torquay 
TOUS sccsces 
Trowbridge ...... 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth C.B. 


Uppingham (Salop) .. 
Uttoxeter U.D. ... 


Wakefield 
Wallsend B. ... 
Walsall C.B. 
Walsden ... 
Walton-on-Naze 
Ls 
Warminster 
Warrington _.. 
Warwick M.B. 
Wellington U. D, 
Wells (Norfolk) 
Welwyn ..........08 
Wetnnt Gar. City . 
West Bromwich C.B.. 
Westbury ............ oe 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Westerham 





seeeeneee 




























Weston-super-Mare Al 
Weybridge ... A 
Weymouth .. Al 
Whitby Tao ae Al 
Whitstable and AZ 
MP UENIOE «. ¢ wcecopenicodncesesian A 
Widnes 


Wigan .... 
Wigton ..... 
Willington ... 
Wilmslow _..... 


Wilts. County of.. 

Winchester ....... Pe 
Windermere ....:.... v2 
Windsor and Eton . me 
Wisbech .......... ..A2 


Witham .. Al 
Woking (Dis ict Al 
Wokingham ........... 


a a pm C.B.. an 
Woodbridge ......... ee 
Worcester C.B. A 
Workington ..... wA 
Worksop M:B. eal’ 
WORE isk ceccnsscvns A 

A 
Wymondham vel eae) 
WORE. savsavienn ie ba 


Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: —Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; 
iding own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receivé 


In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 1}d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
craft processes, 2s. 94d. per hour. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


SURVEYORS’ CONFERENCE 


The fourth triennial conference of quan- 
tity surveyors is to be held at the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 12, 
Great George-street, SWI, on June 16. 
During the morning session an address of 
welcome by the president will be followed 
by a report to be delivered by Mr. A. W. 
Davson, Member of Council, on behalf of 
the Quantity Surveyors’ Committee. This 
report will cover events which have occurred 
during the past. three years, and will be 
followed by a discussion on quantity sur- 
veying overseas. 


10B: AN OMISSION 


In our condensed report (The Builder, 
Aoril 22) of the recent dinner of the Institute 
of Builders an omission was made in the 
reference of the president, Mr. F. L. Wallis, 
OBE, JP, to the qualification ‘“‘ FIOB.” Mr. 
Wallis’s remarks should have read that he 
lcoked forward to the days “when the 
letters ‘ FIOB’ will be universally accepted 
as the hallmark of efficiency, ability and 
integrity of a builder and will justify him 
being called, in the truest and widest sense 
of the term, a ‘master builder.’” 


CUC COURSES 


Owing to the popularity of the one-day 
courses on solid fuel burning appliances 
arranged by the London Region of the Coal 
Utilisation Council for housing managers 
cf local authorities and housing societies, 
further day courses are to be arranged later 
in the year at the CUC Training Centre. The 
course held on May 5 was fully attended and 
that fixed for June 10 is already booked up. 


FCEC ANNUAL DINNER 


The annual dinner of the Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors will be held 
at the Dorehester Hotel, London, on May 
10. Speakers will include Sir Norman 
Kipping, JP, director-general, Federation 
of British Industries; Sir George M. Burt, 
MICE, president of the Federation; and Sir 
Harold Emmerson, KCB, KCVO, permanent 
secretary, Ministry of Works. It is expected 
that speakers will make reference to the pro- 
grammes for the roads, railways and atomic 
energy. 


SUSSEX LAND FOR SALE 


An area of 308 acres at St. Leonards-on- 
Sea, within the Hastings borough boundaries, 
is to be auctioned locally on June 7 by 
Messrs. Knight, Frank and Rutley in con- 
junction with Messrs. John Bray and Sons 
of Hastings. Known as the Wishing Oak 
Estate, the property includes building land 
with frontages to public roads, and about 
150 acres of woodland, all with vacant 
possession, also a dairy holding, Tilekiln 
Farm, which is let. 


TOWNS AND THEIR HINTERLANDS 


An analysis of bus services has provided 
the basis for a new official map showing how 
far each town and city of Great Britain 
serves as a centre for the surrounding areas. 

The map, the latest edition to the series 
of “Ten Mile” Planning maps (on the scale 
of 1/625,000) sponsored by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government and the 
Department of Health for Scotland, throws 
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light on many little-known town and country 
relationships. 

The map is available from the usual Ord- 
nance Survey agents in two sheets (sheet 1, 


_Scotland and N. England; sheet 2, the re- 


mainder of England and Wales) price 5s. 
per sheet. 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING 


The vocational training of young workers 
is the subject of a conference arranged by 
the European Bureau for Youth and Child- 
hood, which is to be held at Constance, 
Germany, from May 18 to 21. The con- 
ference will hear a report on vocational 
training in the building industry in Europe 
presented by M. Schiffers, of the German 
Federation of Building Industries. Details 
of the conference can be obtained from 
the Bureau, 221, Avenue de Tervueren, 
Brussels. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Messrs. James Crosby & Sons, Ltd., announce th 
appointment of Mr. J. E. PARKER and Mr, J. G. 
SMITH to the board of directors and Mr. G. S. 
STONIER as secretary. 

Mr. NorMAN ELLis has rejoined the organisation 
of British Paints, Ltd., in the capacity of sales man- 
ager of the decorative division. 

Messrs, J. M. and J. BarTLETT, of 3-4, Higham- 
place, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1, and Houndgate, Darling- 
ton, have been appointed as Pyrok agents for the 
North-East Coast. 

Mr. S. FERRADA, ARICS, MRSanI, Surveyor to 
the Hammerson group of companies, has been ap- 
pointed a director of the Hammerson Property and 
Investment Trust, Ltd., from April 12 last. 

Mr. E. H. BEAUMONT, sales and technical manager 
of the Industrial Adhesive Division of Evode, Ltd., 
will leave this month for a four-week tour of the 
USA to study recent developments in adhesives and 
their applications in American industry. 

Messrs. Williams and Williams, Ltd., have ap- 
pointed Mr. L. ParRKER as manager of the Newcastle 
office at 51, Grainger-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
He succeeds Mr. S. J. SAUNDERS, who is taking up 


an important administrative position in the company’s ; 


London office. 

Mr. ArTHUR Dawson, ACA, has been appointed 
managing director of Celotex, Ltd., North Circular 
Road, London, NW10. This appointment follows 
the return of Mr. Gerrard C. Snyman to America 
to rejoin The Celotex Corporation. Mr. Dawson’s 
post as secretary of the company is filled by Mr. 
DESMOND B. RODGERS, assistant secretary since Janu- 
ary, 1952. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 
Lamorna Valley Appeal Dismissed 


Mr. DuNcAN SANDYS, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has decided to 
uphold the Cornwall County Council’s 
refusal to allow more than limited building 
in the Lamorna Valley. 

The Minister’s decision follows an appeal 
to him by Mrs. E. N. M. Hill, of St. Buryan, 
Cornwall, against the refusal of the County 
Council to allow the erection of over 100 
houses and a petrol filling station and the 
establishment of a caravan camp at 
Lamorna. Mrs. Hill later modified her 
proposal and at a local inquiry held by the 
Minister she asked permission to build 21 
or 23 houses. 

In dismissing the appeal, the Minister has 
informed Mrs. Hill that he supports the 
County Council’s viéw that whilst limited 
development by individuals wishing to live 
in the valley might not be objectionable if 
it was satisfactory in siting and other 
details, development of the type proposed 
by the appellant would be out of keeping 
with the surroundings. He agrees that the 
erection of rows of houses as proposed 
would seriously detract from the natural 
beauty of the valley, and that it would be 
wrong to attempt to create a demand for 
houses in the district by permitting the 
proposal. 
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TRADE NEWS 
ROYAL VISIT TO DISPLAY 


A special display commemorating the 21st 
anniversary of Aero Research Ltd., Duxford, 
Cambridge, was visited by the Duke of Edin- 
burgh on April 20. The Duke flew by Royal 
Navy helicopter from London, and was 
greeted on arrival by Mr. Raymond Need- 
ham, QC, chairman of the company, with 
Dr. N. A. de Bruyne, managing director and 
Mr. R. F. G. Lea, commercial director. 

The display was designed to show the 
results of investigations into adhesives and 
adhesion, the development of new materials 
and the applications of these products. 


HYDRAULIC PLATFORM 

A demonstration to introduce the Simon 
Hydraulic Platform was held at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, on April 28. This 
machine, manufactured by Simon Hydraulic 
Machinery, Thomas Adshead and Son, 
Ltd., Queen’s Cross, Dudley, Worcs, has 
been designed to enable two men to put 
themselves and their tools and tackle into 





a variety of overhead positions up to heights 
of over 40 ft., which they could either not 
reach at all in any other way or only by 
means of ladders, scaffolding, etc. There 
is no power take-off or other connection 
with the chassis on which it is mounted 
and all movements are controlled from the 
platform, leaving the operator’s hands free. 
The machine can be mounted on any chassis 
of three tons or over with twin rear wheels, 
or on suitable types of road trailer, railway 
truck, barge or pontoon.- It is understood 
to have been fully tested in the past year 
and is on show at the Birmingham section 
of the BIF. 


OFFICIAL OPENING 

The new builders’ merchants’ showrooms 
officially opened at 179-183, Staines-road, 
Hounslow, on April 1, are those of Messrs. 
A. Moore and Sons and not as stated in 
our issue of April 22. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The offices of Almin, Ltd., have now been 
transferred to Almin House, Stoke Poges, 
Bucks (Tel.: Slough 25061-4). 
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COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Distribution of Funds 


NDER the United Kingdom Colonial 
Development and Welfare Acts of 
1945, 1950 and 1955, £220m. of United King- 
dom taxpayers’ money has been made 
available for expenditure on the develop- 
ment and welfare of the UK dependencies 
over the 14-year period 1946-1960. Of this 
sum, £120m. is for expenditure in the five 
years 1955-1960. 

In all, £21.4m. of colonial development 
and welfare funds has been committed to 
education, £10.4m. on primary = and 
secondary and £11m. to university, technical 
and vocational education. The expansion 
of. primary schooling has accounted for 
much of this money—£2m. in Nigeria, 
£850,000 in Jamaica, £645,000 in Northern 
Rhodesia, and £467,000 in Uganda. Other 
territories have devoted their. grants to 
secondary education and teacher training. 
The Federation of Malaya, for example, has 
had £400,000 for a new teacher training 
college, and Sierra Leone £170,000 for 
secondary schools. Assistance for technical 
and vocational education has included £1.6m. 
to Nigeria for technical institutes and trade 
centres, £566,000 to the Federation of 
Malaya for a technical college and £400,000 
to Malta to train intending emigrants. In 
addition £1.57m. allocated for higher tech- 
nical education is being spent on building 
colleges of arts, science and technology 
which will provide professional qualifica- 
tions. The building of these did not 
generally start until 1951, but courses have 
been running for two years at branches of 
the Nigeria. College, and the Gold Coast 
College now has over 1,000 students. 

To assist in establishing independent 
university institutions, £7.75m. have been 
allocated. With this aid supplementing 
finance provided by colonial governments 
and private sources, university facilities in 
the dependencies have been completely 
transformed since 1945. In that year there 
were only two universities (Malta and Hong 
Kong) both badly damageds in 1955 there 
are three universities (the new one is the 
University of Malaya) and four new univer- 
sity. colleges (West Indies, Gold Coast, 
Nigeria, East Africa) with a total of 4,000 
students, and a fifth college (Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland) is being established. 

Funds totalling £13.6m. have been devoted 
to health, a further £3.4m. to housing, and 
£10.5m. to water supplies and sanitation. 
The money available for public health has 
in some territories been used for general 
improvements to the services—£2.9m. has 
been thus spent in Nigeria. Other territories 
have used their grants for specific projects; 
in Jamaica, for instance, £1.5m. has been 
spent on hospitals, including the new teach- 
ing hospital associated with the University 
College of the West Indies. 

Governments have approached their hous- 
ing. problems in various ways according to 
local circumstances. The problem is par- 
ticularly serious in Africa where the recent 
rapid growth of towns has led to overcrowd- 
ing and slums, and grants for remedial and 
new work have included £750,000 in East 
Africa, £800,000 in Nyasaland and £360,000 
in Northern Rhodesia, with corresponding 
aid for urban water supplies. In West 
Africa £360,000 has been devoted to drain- 
age and town services in the Gambia’s 
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capital, and £2.1m. to rural water supplies 
in Nigeria. In the West Indies the emphasis 
has recently been on self-help schemes in 
which families build their own homes, under 
skilled direction, on land made ready by the. 
Government. £4m. has, for instance, been 
granted to Jamaica for a scheme of this sort, 
and similar projects have begun in the Lee- 
ward and Windward Islands. In British 
Guiana a grant of £600,000 is being used for 
slum clearance and rural housing, while 
Castries, capital of St. Lucia, has been re- 
built with the aid of a grant of £600,000 
after a disastrous fire in 1948. 


AFRICAN. BUILDING 


[From a Correspondent] 


OUTHERN RHODESIA’S first low-cost 
housing scheme is being started at 
Southerton, near the industrial sites at Salis- 
bury, Southern Rhodesia. About 200 of the 
houses, some of which have already been 
sold, should be ready by the end of the year, 
and it is expected that a further 1,700 houses 
will be built later. 

Steel Shortage in Pretoria—Builders and 
suppliers of building materials fear that 
Pretoria’s building programme will be seri- 
ously hampered by a shortage of steel. 

Slag Cement Dam.—The National Build- 
ing Research Institute is acting in an 
advisory capacity to the Irrigation Depart- 
ment in the design of the concrete for the 
construction’ of the large Beervlei Dam 
being built near Willowmoore, in the Little 
Karoo, South Africa. Because the ground 
waters are very high in sulphate, the use 
of concrete made with ordinary Portland 
cement was considered unwise. It has now 
been decided to use a ‘special super-sulphated 
slag cement. This will be the first major 
use of the material in the Union. The 
dam, which will ‘be of the multiple-arch 
type, with a crest length of 1,200 ft. and 
90 ft. high, will require about 17,000 tons 
of cement imported from Belgium. 
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Building Boom in Port Elizabeth.—Build- 
ing plans passed by the Port Elizabeth 
City Council in January amounted to 
£822,000. This is a record figure for any 
one month in the history of the city and 
exceeds the previous highest total by £70,000, 

£4m. More for Pretoria’s Native Housiiig. 
The Pretoria City Council is to receive an 
additional allocation of £4m. for economic 
native housing from the National Housing 
and Planning Commission. During ithe 
current financial year the Pretoria City 
Council will have spent £650,000 on 
economic housing schemes for natives, 
according to a statement made by ihe 
council. The additional allocation of £4:n. 
will enable the council to build 1,428 houses 
for natives. 

South African Building Activity.—The 
average monthly value of buildings ior 
which plans were approved in the 18 princi- 
pal urban areas of the Union during 1954 
was £5,881,000, compared with £5,131,090 
in 1953, according to the Department of 
Commerce and Industries.... Cemeat 
production in December amounted ‘to 
206,636 tons, which is only slightly below 
the record of 207,116 produced in August, 
1953. The monthly average output in 1954 
was 198,610 tons, which was 1.9 per cent. 
higher than in 1953 and 80 per cent. higher 
than in 1946. Notwithstanding this increase, 
however, the shortage of cement continues. 
Some alleviation of the situation can te 
expected as a result of the decision to permit 
imports of cement.... Corrugated iron 
and reinforcing steel were not freely obtain- 
able, but supplies of other building materials 


were, in general, adequate for current 
requirements. 
BRIDGE DECK SYSTEMS 


Building Research Report 


(PHE design of steel-concrete bridge-deck 
systems is at present based mainly on 
arbitrary assumptions, and experience has 
shown that the reserve of strength in such 
structures is much greater than that cal- 
culated. In order to bring about greater 
understanding of the mechanics of bridge- 
deck systems and to find out more about 
their behaviour under load the Building 
Research Station has carried out, at the 
request of the Ministry of Transport, an 
investigation of various systems of this sort. 
National Building Studies Research Paper 
No. 21, entitled “Studies on Bridge-Deck 
Systems, 1—Tests on a Model Jack-Arch 
Slab,” published by the Stationery Office, 
price 4s., is concerned with the behaviour 
of jack-arch slabs. It outlines the theory 
of the jack-arch and describes tests carried 
out on a model jack-arch slab built in 
accordance with the design of a full-scale 
bridge selected as representative of its class. 
The model slab, which was supported on 
a span of 9 ft., was subjected to three groups 
of tests. It was first tested at working loads, 
then at working loads after systematic crack- 
ing of the concrete, both with and without 
tie-bars. Finally tests to failure were made, 
including tests on bending and punching 
strength. The publication describes the tests 
and test results in detail. From the test 
data it was possible to deduce the effective 
cross-section for the slab tested and a later 
report will give general guidance on the 
design of jack-arch bridges. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Burma.—A ten-storey hospital building is 
to be built in Rangoon by the Burmese 
National Housing and Town and Country 
Development Board. The cost of the project 
is estimated at £14m., and tenders will be 
invited shortly. Information about this 
project is available from the National 
Housing and Town and Country Develop- 
ment Board, 228-234, Bogyoke-street, Ran- 
goon, Burma. Communications should be 
sent to the Chief Engineer. 


New Zealand.—The Works Committee of 
the New Zealand Cabinet has given its 
approval for the building of a plant quaran- 
tine and fumigation station in Christchurch. 
The New Zealand Government is pressing 
ahead rapidly with its plans to erect modern 
fumigation stations in the four main centres. 


Nigeria.—It has been announced in the 
Nigerian Federal House of Representatives 
that a £lm. housing project is to be initiated 
in Lagos for lower-paid workers. It will 
provide accommodation for 7,000 people. 
In addition to this scheme, the Government 
intends to ask large employers of labour to 
provide housing for their employees. Among 
those who will be approached are petrol 
companies, big commercial concerns, ship- 
ping companies, the Ports Authorities and 
the Railway Corporation. . 

The Government £1m. scheme will involve 
the laying out of an up-to-date estate of 
about 1,800 houses. Roads, drains and 
other amenities will be provided as well as 
electric light and water services. It is 
intended to build one-, two-, three- and 
four-roomed houses. Site development is 
to be started by the end of this year and 
it is hoped that the first 400 houses will be 
ready for renting by September, 1956. 


Singapore—The Singapore Government 
has plans in hand for an Asian Seamen’s 
Club at Beach-road, near the new Kallang 
Bridge. The plans include an open 
swimming-pool, sleeping accommodation for 
150 seamen in transit, an assembly hall, 
two lecture rooms, separate dining-rooms 
for Chinese and Muslims, recreation rooms, 
offices and a cafeteria for non-resident 
seamen. It is estimated that it will cost 
in the region of $1,800,000. 

Over 300 low-cost homes are to be built 
in the colony which will. be available to 
lower-paid workers for a deposit of $300 
to $350. 


Turkey.—A large factory is to be built 
in Turkey for the manufacture of military 
and civil vehicles. The site has not yet 
been fixed. The Government armament 
factory (Makina ve Kimya Endustrisi), which 
is sponsoring the factory, 
signed an agreement with the US Federal 
Motor Truck Co., the Express Bank, the 
Cukurova Agricultural Co-operative and the 
Izmir Agricultural Co-operative. These 
organisations have formed a new company, 
“Federal Trucks Joint Stock Company,” 
with a capital of £24m.; about £1m. cf 
which. will be provided by the American 
company. 

The Turkish Soils Products Office is to 
build a number of reinforced concrete silos. 
The work will include the construction of 
a silo of 100,000 tons capacity at Mersin, 
one of 60,000 tons capacity at Ankara, 
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another of similar capacity at Keya, and 
one of 20,000 tons capacity at Tekirdag. 

It is reported that the US firm Remington 
Rand; Inc., has received permission from 
the Council of Ministers to build a type- 
writer factory in Turkey with a capital of 
$300,000. .. . Work is to commence very 
soon on the huge £90m. Izmir dam and 
hydro-electric power station which will be 
situated on the Gediz River in Western 
Turkey. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY, CEYLON 


*Opportunities for United Kingdom ex- 
porters to take an increasing share in supply- 
ing Ceylon’s needs of more imported manu- 
factures and equipment for her secondary 
industries are outlined in “Economic and 
Commercial Conditions in Ceylon,” by the 
UK Trade Commissioner in Ceylon (HM 
Stationery Office, price 4s.), the latest addi- 
tion to the Board of Trade series of overseas 
economic surveys, recently published. 

Ceylon, the author writes, still has to look 
abroad for the bulk of her consumer and 
capital goods. Imports of lighter consumer 
goods have inclined downwards lately, but 
imports of machinery, electrical apparatus, 
vehicles and iron and steel manufactures 
have remained high or increased. The UK 
is still the principal source of overseas pur- 
chases in the aggregate. Her share of 
Ceylon’s import trade rose steadily in 
1948-52 and remains encouraging “in view 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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of the threat of increased competition from 
European countries and Japan.” Also re- 
viewed are the various irrigation projects 
that invite the attention of British industry. 


ICI RESEARCH LABORATORIES 


Imperial Chemical Industries of Australia 
and New Zealand have announced plans to 
build new research laboratories in Mel- 
bourne at a cost of £A325,000. The labora- 
tories are expected to be in use before the 
end of next year. Work in them will be con- 
centrated on improving the company’s 
present products and manufacturing pro- 
cesses for organic and inorganic chemical 
products. 


AIR ROUTE INCREASES TRADE 


Members of the Canadian trade delega- 
tion who “pioneered” the polar air route 
from Vancouver to London have flown 
back again after placing orders for con- 
sumer goods worth $7-9,000,000. 

Mr. R. T. Rose, general manager of the 
Vancouver Board of Trade, said at a con- 
ference in British Columbia House that the 
industries concerned included _ electrical 
engineering, plastics, chemical products, 
building, industrial machinery and pottery. 


AERIAL SURVEY CONTRACT 


Hunting Aerosurveys, Ltd., has won the 
1955 contract for air photography over a 
large area embracing parts of Tanganyika, 
Kenya, Uganda and Nyasaland. The con- 
tract was granted by the Crown Agents as 
part of the mapping programme being 
carried out by the Directorate of Colonial 
Surveys. 

Three aircraft will be used on the con- 
tract, which embraces areas of widely varied 
interests. They will start operations in 
May. 


HUNGARIAN PRODUCTIVITY PLANS 


Plans for an increase of 7.7 per cent. in 
productivity have been presented to a 
national building conference by Hungary’s 
Minister for Building. He asked for im- 
proved quality in building, with special 
attention to plumbing, carpentry, locksmith 
and finishing work and greater economy in 
use of material on sites. 

An increased proportion of big-prefab- 
ricated elements is to be introduced and 
there is to be more general use of proved 
“type” plans. Manufacture of big pre- 
fabricated concrete ceiling and staircase 
panels, wall blocks and wall panels is to be 
stepped up rapidly, and there is to be a 
more widespread application of methods 
of prestressing and spot-welding. 


REGIONAL BUILDING CONFERENCE 


The Southern Regional Council for 
Further Education, 22, The Forbury, Read- 
ing, are to hold a Regional Conference on 
Building on June 18 under the title of ““ Good 
Building—Planning and Practice,” at the 
University of Reading. On the same day 
they are also holding at Reading Technical 
College a Regional Building Crafts Com- 
petition for apprentices from the region in 
bricklaying (teams of two apprentices), plas- 
tering, plumbing, carpentry and joinery, and 
painting and decorating. There will be 
senior and junior competitions in each trade. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Kitchens and Bathrooms, Ltd. (546733.) Regd. 
March 29, 1955. 24, Berkeley-sq., WI. chts. and 
dirs. in sanitary, gas, elec., water and drainage 
fittings and equipment, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
B. Sunley. 


K. H. Spencer & Son, Ltd. (546732.) Regd. 
March 29, 1955. 89, Newcombe-rd., Coventry. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: K. H. Spencer. 


Arthur Webb & Sons (Quarry Bank), Ltd. (546762.) 
Regd. March 29, 1955 Sun-st., Quarry Bank, 
Brierley Hill, Staffs. Bldrs., contractors, etc. 
cap.: £20,000. Dir.: F. O. H. Webb 


Robt. B. Bainbridge, Ltd. (546744.) Regd. March 


Nom. 


29, 1955. Prudential-bldgs., High-st., Stockton-on- 
Tees, bldr. and contractor, Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Permt. dir.: R. B. Bainbridge. 


H. Everatt & Sons, Ltd. (546777.) Regd. March 
29, 1955. 40, Hemingfield-rd., Wombwell, Yorks. 
Bldr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Permt. 
dir.: H. Everatt. 


C. Byford, Ltd. (546811.) Regd. March 30, 1955. 
27, Norfolk-st., Strand, WC2. Bidrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: C. Byford. 


A. Davis Construction Co., Ltd. (546804.) Regd. 
March 30, 1955. 311, Hertford-rd., Edmonton, N9. 
Bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs. 
not named. Sub.: G. E. Malyon. 


Patman and Norton (Contractors), Ltd. (546858.) 
Regd. March 30,1955. 10, Vincent-cres., Chester- 
field. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. W. 
Patman. 


G. Savory & Co., Ltd. (546907.) Regd. March 
30, 1955. 17, Liddon-rd., Plaistow, E13. Bldrs. and 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: G. W. 
Savory. 


C. G. Robertson, Ltd. (546927.) Regd. March 31, 
1955. Bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
irs.: C. G. Robertson and Mrs. E. M. Robertson, 
49, Elmside, Guildford, Surrey. 


H. H. Stokes & Son, Ltd. (546946.) Regd. March 
31, 1955. 1, Bowstoke-rd., Great Barr, Birmingham. 
Bidrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir.: H. B. Stokes. 


Rose & Stewart, Ltd. (546964.) Regd. March 31, 
1955. 70, Mary-st., Balsall Heath, Birmingham, 12. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. C. Rose. 


A. J. Adams Builders (Exeter), Ltd. (547030.) 
Regd. April 1, 1955. 1-5, Lower-ave., Ladysmith-rd., 
Exeter. Bldr., joiner, decorator, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£6,500. Dir.: A. J. Adams. 


W. E. Morey, Ltd. (547109.) Regd. April 1, 1955. 
Ivy-house, High-st., Henfield, Sussex. ldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: W. E. Morey. 


Searson and Critchley, Ltd. (547142.) Regd. 
April 1, 1955. 21, Garden-st., Derby, bldrs. and 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. Searson. 


A. Harston & Co. (Enfield), Ltd. (547157.) Regd. 
April 2, 1955. _Bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: A. W. Harston (permt. gov. dir. 
and ch.) and Edna M. Harston, Broadfield Hall, 
Cottered, Herts. 


Cirencester Building Chemicals, Ltd. (547168.) 
Regd. April 2, 1955. 36, Oxford-st., W1. Mnfrs. of 
and dirs. in building chemicals (including concrete 
hardeners, waterproofers, plasticisers, etc.). Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: R. E. Holborow. 


F. Symmons & Son, Ltd. (547178.) Regd. April 
2, 1955. 51, Skelmersdale-rd., Clacton-on-Sea. Bldr. 
and decorator. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: F. Symmons. 


H. E. Green & Sons, Ltd. (547184.) Regd. April 

2, 1955. 466, Fishponds-rd., Fishponds, Bristol, bldrs. 

and contractors. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: L R 
reen. 


J. Freeborn & Sons (Poole), Ltd. (547191.) Regd. 
April 2, 1955. 24 igh-st., Poole, Dorset. Bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: J. J. 
Freeborn. 


W. E. Morey, Ltd. (547109.) Regd. April 1, 
1955. Ivy House, High-st., Henfield, Sussex. Bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom, cap.: £5,000. Dir.: W. E. 

orey. 


W. E. & L. Miles Bros., Ltd. (547235.) Regd. 
April 2, 1955. 47, Oaken Copse-cres., Hawley Estate, 
Farnborough. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: 
W. E. Miles. 


Macintosh Bignold & Co., Ltd. (547253.) Regd. 
April 2, 1955. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £16,000. Dir.: 
D. Bignold, Sea Tang, Salter-rd., Sandbanks, 
Bournemouth. 


Brown & Cosgrave, Ltd. (547270.) Regd. April 4, 
1955, Avalon, Peterborough-rd., Farcet, Peter- 
borough. _Bldrs. and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: H. A. Brown. 


Commercial Building Services, Ltd. (547275.) 
Regd. April 4, 1955. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dirs. to be appointed by subs. Sub.: G. F. Perring, 
Bambers Farm, Edenbridge, Kent. 
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Glasgow’s Overspill 





UMBERNAULD is not only to be 
designated a New Town: it is to be 
developed primarily to provide housing and 
employment for . Glasgow  families— 
probably more than 40,000 people or about 
a fifth of the overspill from the city. 

Mr. JAMES Stuart, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, has informed Glasgow Corporation 
and Dumbarton County Council that, assum- 
ing that the present Government are 
returned to office, the necessary procedure 
under the New Towns Act for designating 
Cumbernauld as the site of a New Town 
will be put into effect immediately after the 
General Election. 

The Minister has also asked the corpora- 
tion and the Clyde Valley Planning Advisory 
Committee to consider urgently what 
further measures should be taken to deal 
with the Glasgow overspill. In his letter 
to the corporation, and in a further letter 
sent on April '28 to the Clyde Valley Com- 
mittee, he points out that the Cumbernauld 
project of itself will not be sufficient to pro- 
vide an adequate number of houses to meet 
Glasgow’s needs, which can no longer be 
satisfied within the limits of the city itself. 

A conference with the Clyde Valley Com- 
mittee and the corporation has also been 
suggested, to be followed later by further 
discussions with other authorities likely ‘o 
be able to cater for Glasgow’s overspill. 


Technical Education Problems 


A SPECIAL COMMITTEE of the Educational 
Institute of Scotland draw attention to lack 
of classrooms, lack of equipment and over- 
large classes in a report “ Technical Educa- 
tion” (EIS, 7s. 6d.) published on Apri] 29. 

Among the recommendations the com- 
mittee make for an improvement in technical 
education in Scotland apart from more 
accommodation and equipment are higher 
qualifications and better promotion prospects 
for technical teachers, more guidance for 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
oe 
1st 25 44 0 
2nd 334 58 8 
zs = OS 
i: as gc. (age 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of 


‘ 
probationary period) A : coe 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ate 


d. 
5 


> 
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pupils as they leave school and enter indus- 
try, an apprenticeship scheme in engineer- 
ing which would combine works and school 
training, a “school of building” which 
would provide education in building at ail 
levels and for all subjects, compulsory day 
release classes, abolition of all fees for full- 
and part-time students under 18 and external 
degrees from Scottish Universities in 
engineering, architecture and building for 
those who, at a later stage than the normal 
training period, wish to qualify for entry 
to these professions. ; 

They also suggest wider use of “ practical 
ability” tests in the selection of pupils for 
technical courses in secondary schools. The 
present criteria “taking account chiefly of 
intellectual ability, offer no special guidance 
in the allocation of pupils to courses in 
technical departments.” 


Call for Improved House Design 


Too many Scottish houses built by private 
enterprise were 1935 or even 1925 models, 
said COMMANDER T. D. GALBRAITH, Minister 
of State for Scotland, speaking at the 
annual dinner of the Scottish Building 
Societies’ Association in Inverness. 

He suggested that improved designs would 
be one way of encouraging many more people 
to build their own homes and at the same 
time making it more worth while todoso. “I 
have been looking at a few of the new pri- 
vate houses schemes and I am left with an 
unhappy feeling that some of the new 
houses being built for sale are not all that 
they might be. The design is often not up 
to date, the appearance is often not as 
attractive as that of some of the better local 
authority houses in which equipment and 
also the internal planning are often superior. 

“The Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
told us that it is possible for us to double 
our standard of living in the next 25 years 
—a short time in the life of a house. And 
so, if our homes are to keep pace with that 
advance, we must be constantly studying to 
improve design and building techniques and 
constantly applying the lessons learnt. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Beauly.—Inverness-shire CC has had plans approved 
for scheme of 24 houses, etc. Architect, Col. Alexan- 
cer Cullen (F), County Offices, Inverness Castle, 
Castlehill, Inverness. : 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted in the Dean of Guild 
Court to McVitie and Price, Ltd., bakers, for the 
erection of garage and storage building (estimated 
cost £20,000).—Warrant granted to F. W. Woolworth 








Full 
found 
previou 


For 
this lis 
are adv 
of para 
a dagge 
name a 
whom 


*t Wi 
estate, 


*tOx 
Marsto 


*tEss 
School, 


*New 
public 


*tLe 
Hospit: 
gate. 

*Line 


Officer, 


*+Ne 
patient 
*Duniré 


*tEa 
Gramm 
June 1 

*Lut 
and ya 
tion. |] 


*tBe 


Denhar 


... "Bou 
aift at 1 


6 1955 


wv ua 
+t 








r indus- 
ngineer- 
| school 

which 
y at ail 
ory day 
‘or full- 
>xternal 
ies in 
ing for 
normal 
r entry 


ractical 
pils for 
is. The 
iefly of 
uidance 
irses in 


ign 

private 
models, 
Ainister 
at the 
suilding 


; would 
> people 
e same 
so. “I 
ew pri- 
with an 
ie new 
all that 
not up 
not as 
er local 
nt and 
iperior. 
rer has 
double 
5 years 
. And 
ith that 
ying to 
les and 
ic. 


approved 
Alexan- 
Castle, 





May 6 1955 


& Co. to extend their shop premises at Fountain- 
bridge and Semple-st (estimated cost £60,000).— 
Warrant granted to The Edinburgh and East of Scot- 
Jand College of Agriculture for the erection of school 
of agriculture at King’s-bldgs. », West Mains-rd. (esti- 
mated cost £320,000). (Work is expected to be com- 
pleted in three years.)}—Warrant granted to William 
Thyne, Ltd., carton printers and manufacturers, for 
the erection of factory in Sighthill Industrial estate 
(est. cost £450,000).—Warrant granted to Oliver and 
Boyd, Edinburgh publishers, for the erection of a 
paper _ at 45-59, St. Mary’s-st. (estimated cost 
£15,000 

Fifeshire.—Plans are to be prepared for corporation 
bus station for Kirkcaldy (estimated cost £30,000). 
Council A, Robert Meldrum (A), Master of Works 
Offices, Whiteswaycauseway, Kirkcaldy. 

Glasgow.—Plans for additions and alterations for 
William Teacher & Sons, Ltd., at St. Enoch’s-sq., 
have been approved. Architects, James Taylor Thom- 
son, McCrae & Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for - The 
Tredes House of Glasgow for scheme of demolition 
and erection of building at 7 to 21, Port Dundas-rd. 
Architects, Frank Burnet & Boston and Ball, 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their archi- 
tect for extensions, etc., at Firhill, for Chance Bros. 
& Co., Ed, manufacturers, Murane-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new com- 
munity centre for the Pollock division at Braidcroft- 
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rd. by the Architectural and Planning Department, 
Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans approved 
for new secondary school at Wellhall-rd. Council A, 
Mr. William G. Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. Quantity Surveyors, Fred Smith 
& Ptnrs., 4, Regent-st., The Cross, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—CC has had plans prepared for new 
Protestant school at Chapelhall. Architect, William 
G. at (F), County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 

ishaw 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
Airdrie & Coatbridge & District Water Board for new 
buildings at Roughrigg Waterworks. Architects, 
George Arthur & Son (F&A), 12, Stirling-st., The 
Square, Airdrie. 

Mirishant.—Ayrshire CC has plans in hand for 
Protestant primary school. Council A, Robert G. 
Lindsay (A), County-bldgs. Wellington-sq., The 
Sandgate, Ayr. 

Netherton.—Lanarkshire CC has_ had _ plans 
approved for the third development of the Netherton- 
rd. housing scheme. Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Prestwick. — Ayrshire CC has sketch plans prepared 
for extensions, etc., to the high school. County A, 
Robert G. Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., Wellington- 

The Sandgate, Ayr. 

‘gemewaiion —CC has had plans approved for new 
trades school at Renfrew-rd., Paisley (estimated cost 
£250,000. Architects, J. & D. L. Baird F&A), 
Gilmore-st., County-sq., Paisley. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of. this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of Paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (fT) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


a 


MAY 1 
*+Wimbledon BC.—Six tll West Side housing 
estate, SW19. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 12. 
*tOxford City C.—Extensions, Milham Ford School, 
Marston-rd. City A and Planning Officer. 


MAY 14. 
*tEssex CC.—Erection, Harold Hill 
School, Romford. County A, Chelmsford. 


Grammar 


MAY 16. 
*Faraworth BC.—70 dwellings, Plodder-la. South. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 
*Frinton and Walton UDC.—Three public shelters. 
E&S. Dep. £1 1s. each. 
*Newcastle-under-Lyme BC.—Shops, 
public conveniences, Hassell-st. BE&S. 


MAY 18. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, Naburn 
Hospital, York. A to the Board, Park-par., Harro- 
gate. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Alterations and exten- 
sions, County A.’s dept. County A, Sleaford. 

*Norfolk EC.—Clinics at three schools. Chief Ed. 
Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

MAY 19. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—New dental out- 
patient dept., Sunderland General Hosp. Secretary, 
“‘Dunira,’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2. 


MAY 20. 


offices and 


*tEast Suffolk CC.—Extensions, Lowestoft 
—- School. County A, Ipswich. Tenders by 
une 17. 


*Luten BC.—Demolition 28 and 30, Church-st. 
and yard block at existing College of Further Educa- 
tion. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sutton and Cheam BC.—Civil defence sete 
and recreation building. BE&S. ep. 

*tWandsworth BC.—12 flats, Ist phase, Rate “st. 
site dev., Clapham. TC. 


MAY 21, 
*tBeds EC.—County prim. sch. (first instalment), 
Shortstown. County A, Bedford. 
*Breconshire CC.—Additions, The Grove, Ystrad- 
gynlais, for home for aged people. County e: Brecon. 
*tBucks CC.—Two schools, at Wendover and 
Denham. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
Tenders by July 11. 
MAY 23. 


*tMaidstone BC.—38 houses and flats, Shepway 
Farm estate. BS, Palace-ave. 4 

*Salford City C.—Branch library, Stott-la. City E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Shrewsbury BC.—128 houses and 8 Pony ey 


‘Crowmoor and Judith Butts-gdns. BS. 


MAY 25, 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Extensions and new passenger 
dift at 148, Richmond Park-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 27. 
*Slough BC. 57124 garages. E. Gardner Thorp, 
- som £2 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Police sports pavilion, 


Wellstead-gdns., Westcliff-on-Sea. Boro’ A., 30, 
Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 


MAY 28. 
*tBucks CC.—Police headquarters, etc., 
County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
June 20. ~ 


MAY 
*Chingford BC.—Nine flats and 8 houses, Ching- 
ford Mount-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 1. 
*Brighton CBC.—14 flats, junction Carden Hill and 


Aylesbury. 
"Tenders by 


Woodbourne-ave., Hollingbury. BE&S, 26-30, King’s- 
rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 2. 
*Walton and Weybridge houses, 


UDC.—52 
Hersham-rd. housing estate. cS. 
*Walton and Weybridge UDC. —16 flats, Curzon-rd. 


site. E&S 
JUNE 3. 
*Farnham UDC.—12 houses, Weydon-la. (West) 
site, and 8 houses, Greenfield-rd. Gilbert & Hobson 
(L/A), 69a, Castle-st., Farnham. Dep. £2 


JUNE 6. 
*Wallasey CBC.—87 houses and 12 flats, Leasome 
housing estate. Boro’ A. 


— * 
*Hemel Hempstead —27 dwellings and 12 
garages, Highfield Neighbuarhood. BE, Market-sq. 


JUNE 10. 
C.—Five shops and 7 flats, 


*Birmingham City Cite A. D £22 
ity ° ep. 22 4S. 


Jiggiygs-la., Bartley Green estate. 
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NO DATE. 
*Wolverhampton CBC.—128 dwellings, Tettenhall 
estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 10. 
*tBlackburn BC.—Repairs, Bangor-st. school. BE. 
*tSouthampton CBC. —Improvements four houses, 
Timsbury pumping station, and improvements 14 
houses Otterbourne pumping station. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by May 31. 
MAY Il. 
*tPlymouth City C.—Heating boiler plant, etc., 
Police Headquarters, Greenbank. City A, Seymour- 
rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 14. 
*Paignton UDC.—Seven heavy Burma teak seats. 
S. Hodson, 
MAY 16. 


*tIsle of Ely CC.—Extension, existing installation of 
central heating, St. Audrey’s School, Ely. County A, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 31. 

*tLitherland UDC.—New roof, Sea Transport 
Stores. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 17. 

*+Northants CC.—Renewal of heating installation 
at Kettering Rockingham-rd. schools. County A, 
Northampton. 

MAY 18. 


CC.—Improvements to sanitary 
County A, Chiches- 


*+West Sussex 
accommodation at four schools. 


ter. 
MAY 20. 
**Durham CC.—Heating, etc., 
stables and garages, Stockton police station. 
A, Durham. 


three schools and 
County 


MAY 21. 
*Gravesend BC.—Renewal of lantern lights, Central 
Library. BE&S. 
MAY 23. 


*Goole BC.—Painting and electrical work, 33 houses 
and 2 garages, Weston-rd. and Charles-drive. BS. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
*Twickenham BC.—Installation of hot water ser- 
vices, etc., 232 houses. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Twickenham BC.—External painting 182 houses, 
Butts Farm estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wigan CBC.—Building mantel. B&WE. 


AY 26. 
*Leyton BC.—Approved list of electrical con- 
tractors. BE&S. 

MAY 27. 


Maldon BC.—External painting of houses and 
bungalows. Contract ‘‘ A,”’ 64 houses; ‘‘ B.”’ 100 
houses; ‘‘C,"" 36 bungalows. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 6. 
Tynemouth CBC.—Painting of street lamps. BS. 
NO DATE. 
*Forestry Commission.—External painting 33 houses 
near Brandon, Suffolk. Forestry Commission, Brook- 
lands-ave., Cambridge. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 20. 
*}+Breconshire CC.—Sewage disposal scheme, Aber- 
pedwar prim. sch. County A. Brecon. 
Dewsbury CBC.—About 2,178 yds. concrete sewer 
at Smithy Brook. BB&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Leicester TC.—Roads and sewers at various sites. 
City S. Dep. £1 Is. 


MAY 23. ’ 

Bridport RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
scheme at Burton Bradstock. Brassey-Edwards & 
Stowell, engineers, Court House, Trowbridge. Dep. 
£5 5s. 

Prudhoe UDC.—Sewerage and improvements to 
Low Prudhoe sewage disposal works. Eric G. 
Lediard, civil engineer, 4, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Dep. £3 3s. 


AY 24. 
Shrewsbury.—Construction of 870 lin. yds. of 


roadway, sewers, etc. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 28. 
Louth BC.—Roads and sewers. BE&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


MAY 30. 

South Cambs. RDC.—Contract No. 1, Melbourn 
sewerage and sewage disposal. Lemon & Blizard, 
engineers, 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. 

3s. 


JUNE 6. 
Bolton ot —Construction of street and sewering 
works. 
Newbury BC.—Roads and sewers, Bath-rd. housing 
site. BS&WE. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Friern Barnet.—SHoPpsS AND Fiats.—TP permission 
has been granted to outline proposals by Sir Robert 
Tasker and Ptnrs., architects, 1, Staple Inn, WC1, 
for the erection of shops, filling station and showroom 
with flats over on land at Woodhouse-rd., between 
Lyndhurst and Woodleigh-ave., N12 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—_TP Com. recommend 
that permission be granted to an outline application 








760 


by F. and H. Joyce, Ltd., building site, Howcroft- 
cres., N3, for the gran erection of 24 houses on 
= at the rear of ‘* Willowdene ’’ and 1510, High- 
r 

Friern ‘Bernct.—Housune. —UDC propose that resi- 
dential dwellings be erected at Derwent-cres., N20, 
and Middlesex CC have granted TP permission to the 
scheme, 

Hendon.—Houses.—Proposals have been made by 
the Hendon Housing Association, Ltd., for the erec- 
tion of nine houses on a site at the corner of Marion- 
rd. and Tennyson-rd., and in Hammers-la. (northern 
side) at an estimated cost of £10,800. 

Richmond.—F.ats.—Surrey Planning Com. has 
approved Corpn.’s scheme. for putting up 100 flats on 
land fronting Peldon-ave. Four blocks are proposed. 
In addition to those of nine storeys, there are to be 
one of four storeys and one (for old people) of two 
storeys. 

Wimbledon.—Suors, OFFices.—BC recommended 
that provisional approval be given to outline applica- 
tion for permission to develop sites of 21, 23 and 25, 
Worple-rd., by erection of shops, showrooms, offices 
and/or residential accommodation and car park at 
rear. 

Wimbledon. — Extension.—Provisional approval 
given by BC to outline application by Messrs. Elys 
for permission to build three-storey extension at rear 
of existing showroom and stores, 11-17, Worple-rd. 

Wimbledon. — INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS. — BC has 
given provisional approval to outline application of 
English Fireplaces, Ltd., to reconstruct and extend 
existing industrial buildings at Wellington-rd. 

Wimbledon. — BuitpInc_  PLots. — Provisional 
approval given by BC to outline application to divide 
ood of Sunnyside House, Sunnyside, into 14 building 

ots. 

Wimbledon. — Fiats. — Surrey T&CP Com. have 
approved plan for development of land Havelock- 
rd., fronting Plough-la., by erection of 6 flats. 

Woolwich.—F.ats.—Sketch plans submitted by BE 
for the erection of 47 flats on the cinema site at the 
junction of William Barefoot-dr. and Great Harry-dr. 

ave been approved by Hsg. Com. MH&LG approval 
is being sought. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
 aeeetinene’ propose new public hall, £75,000 


 eenenA a ropose erection of houses on site 
adjoining Atherleigh Hosp. 


Birkenhead.—BC propose erection of 12 shops at 
Houghton-rd., Woodchurch Estate; seek loan £39,520 
for erection of 30 houses at Prenton Dell Estate. 


Birmingham.—EC . approved erection of nursery 
school at Trimpley-rd., Woodgate, £20,810 est., and 
similar school, at Farwood-rd., Woodcock Hill, 
£18,667 est. 

Blackburn.—TC to negotiate with Gregory Housing, 
Ltd., for erection of 4 shops with 8 flats above and 
24 flats in blocks of 4 at Shadsworth Estate; and 
with Middleton & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., for 58 
dwellings at Green-la. and 62 at Shadsworth. 


Blyth.—TC to place contract for erection of 41 
houses in Laverock Hall-rd. BE, D. W. Foster, 
Municipal Buildings. 

Bradford.—TC propose erection of public baths. 

Brighton.—TC to erect 219 houses at North 
Woodingdean estate, cost £333,062 (est.); also home 
for old persons at Craven Vale estate, cost £38, 
(est.). Plans by BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton 1. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC approved development of 174- 
acre site at Romsley-hill, Romsley, as private 
housing estate for Mrs. C. C. Baylis and Mrs. E. M. 
Cooke.—Approved plans for development of land off 
Worcester-rd., Hagley, for Leaseowes Building Co., 
Ltd.; agricultural store at Storridge-la., Alvechurch, 
for D. & W. Craddock. 

Carlisle—TC approved plans new buildings on 
Durranhill Estate for Automatic Coal yeaein Co.— 
Rural Cinemas and Entertainments, Ltd., propose 
erection of cinema on Harraby Estate. Architects, 
Graham & Roy, Paternoster-row, Carlisle-—New 
radiotherapy department proposed at Cumberland 
Infirmary for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board. Archi- 
tects, Graham & Roy. 7 

‘Chesterfield.—BC to invite tenders for 16 aged 
persons’ bungalows and common room at Wim- 
bourne-cres., Pevensey Estate, 18 flats at Whittington 
Estate and 30 houses at Newbold Estate.—RDC 
approved plans for petrol-filling station at Mansfield- 
rd., Heath, for R. Little; private housing estate of 
250-300 houses adjoining Church-la. and Blacksmith- 

Calow, for Butterley Co., Ltd,, Ripley. 

"Geanete-Veus and Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, to construct new hotel on 
site of present  ‘‘ Crown and Thistle,’’ Catchgate. 
Firm’s chief A, N. Cox. 

Coventry.—Plans prepared by City Architectural De- 
partment for proposed south link block to be erected 
by Corpn. as in Lower Precinct of city centre at 
Corporation-st. Block will cost £143,500 and will 
have three storeys. 

Darwen.—TC to negotiate with William Townson 
& Sons, Ltd., Higher Swan-la., Bolton, for erection 


of further 60 houses. 

Derbyshire.—EC appointed Willink & Dod, 
Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool, 4, as architects for pro- 
posed Hope Valley Sec. Sch.; and Bartlett & Gray, 
Castle Gate-chbs., Castle Gate, Nottingham, as 
architects for Hatton Primary = 

Derbyshire (North).—Ed. Com. approval received 
for: comp. sch., Eckington (£158,430); sec. sch., 
South Normanton (£110,000); sec. sch., Pinxton 


THE BUILDER 


(£110,000); sec. sch., Brimington (£98,500); sec. sch., 


Whittington (£43,380); Tupton Hall Grammar Sch., 
Clay Cross (£44,070). 

Easington.—-RDC received sanction to build 68 
houses at Murton Colliery, cost £92,323. Plans by 
S, R. R. Lumsden. 

Gateshead.—EC to spend £10,000 on construction 
of nursery school at Bensham-gr. to accommodate 
40 \axenuae BE, G. F. Winters, Municipal Build- 


ing 
™“Gosforth.—UDC been allocated 60 houses for 
erection this year. 

Halesowen.—Cricket club propose erection of 
pavilion at Seth Somers Park, The Grange, £300,500 
est. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC Surveyor, R. C. Bestow, 
to prepare layout plans for Council’s proposed shop- 
ping centre scheme in Station-rd., Cackett, Burns 
Dick and MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, architects for proposed factory on site of old 
Tharsis Copper Works for A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. 

Hexham.—UDC to negotiate contract for erec- 
tion of 60 flats which form council’s building pro- 
gramme for this year. S, W. A. Hancock, Hexham 
House. 

Hexham.—RDC to build 24 houses at Haydon 


Bridge. Council’s A, W. Dixon & Son, 1, 
Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hyde.—BC propose erection of 20 houses at 


Ashion-, and 15 at Cheetham Fold Estate. 

rrow.—Revised plans by Cordingley & McIntyre, 
m College, Durham, for church hall in Perth-ave. 
have been approved. 

Kent.—Draft schools building programme for 1956- 
57 (est. cost over £44m.) approved by Kent Ed. Com. 
Programme provides for primary, secondary and 
special schools. Among main proposals are provision 
of schools for 480 pupils at Walderslade (Chatham), 
Linton ere and Longfield, each at estimated gross 
cost of £142,000; vey school for 480 at Shears 
Green, pner wo (£77,088); two schools for 320 
pupils at Wayfield, Chatham, and_ Fairview-ave., 
Gillingham (each £50, 336). Provision is made for two 
modern schools at Orpington. 

Liverpool.—Liverpool Reg. Hosp, Board propose 
following in 1956-7 and 1957-8 major building pro- 
gramme: New Mental Hosp. at Lathom Park; new 
General Hosp. at Fazakerley; new General Hosp. 
at Birkenhead.—Appointed R. N. Jones, ‘‘ Annan- 
dale,’’ 33, Thornton-rd., Bebington, as architect_for 
development of the Shell Ward at Birkenhead Gen. 
Hosp. 

Llandudno.—UDC to invite tenders for 54 flats and 
6 houses at Maesdu-ave. site. 

Lengbenton (Northumberland).—UDC approved 
proposal for zoning of land at Holystone as indus- 
trial estate. 

Maghull.—PC Council considering erection of com- 
munity centre at junction Hall-la./ Northway. 

Manchester.—Bates Bros., Ltd., propose exten- 
sions to factory and offices ‘at Shady-la. and Floats- 
rd., Baguley. Architects, Drury & ‘Gomersall, Roxy 
Cinema, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—TC approved 
two-storey extension ‘at rear of 340, Deansgate, for 
Merriman & Howard, Ltd. Architects, Reynolds 
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& Scott, 9, Albert-sq. Approved plans, warehouse- 
at Camp-st. and Severn-st. for G. & A. Heighway, Ltd, 
Plans by S. B. Sessions, 5, Priory-pl., Doncaster.— 
Geo. Angus & Co., Ltd., propose erection of offices 
and warehouse on vacant site bounded by Water-s:. 
Newquay-st. and Back Quay-st. Architect, Francis. 
A. Kerr, 134, Deansgate. 


Manchester.—William Hall & Co., Ltd.; propose 
erection of dye house at Monsali Mills, Monsall- “rd 
Newton Heath. Architects, Harry le Fairhurst & 
Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester. —CWS, Ltd., pro. 
pose extensions to engineering works on vacant s'te 
bounded ‘by Sherbourne-st., Knowsley-st., Blacklock. 
st. and Exchange-st., Cheetham. Plans by own 
architects’ department, 1, Balloon-st., Manchester.— 
Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd., Queen’ s-bldgs. -» Queen’s-st, 
Sheffield, 1, propose erection of petrol filling and 
service station with workshops and garages at corner 
Upper Brook-st. and Anson-rd., Victoria Park, 
Manchester, 14.—George Angus & Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of offices and warehouse with car 
parking and loading facilities on vacant site bounded 
by Water-st., New Quay-st. and Back Quay-st. Archi- 
tect, Francis A. Kerr, 134, Deansgate. 

Mansfield.—BS to prepare detailed estimates for 
erection of sports stadium at Fisher-la.—BC to seek 
approval for erection of 250 houses in 1955, 100 of 
which will be new tradition type. —Approved plans: 
Extensions to showroom at Nottingham-rd. for 
Central Motors (Mansfield), Ltd.; 6 houses at 
Holmsley-rd. for C. Mason; new licensed premises. 
to be known as ‘‘ Lord Byron’’ at Quarry-la. and 
Sheepbridge-la. for Mansfield Brewery Co., Ltd.: n 
PH, ‘“‘ The Ram Inn,”’ at Littleworth, and new 
licensed premises at Chesterfield-rd. North for Mans- 
field Brewery Co., Ltd.; branch shop at Ratcliffe 
— for Mansfield, Sutton & District Co-op. Socie:y, 

t 

Market Drayton.—Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Board 
approved in principle alterations to Cheshire Joint 
Sanatorium to provide therapic surgery unit, £50,000 
est. 


Middlesbrough.—Plans by BE, J. A. Kenyon, for 
houses at Park End and 64 houses at Pallister 
Park, been approved.—New board room and offices 
to be a at Marsh-rd. Foundry for Warner & Co., 
Ltd. , Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middles- 
lg 
Milnrow.—UDC received permission for erection of 
additional 27 houses. 


Morpeth.—TC to place contract for erection of six 
bungalows in Spelvit-la.. BE, F Perkins. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Moffitt, Cheviot View, 
Ponteland, prepared plans for 12 houses in Benwell- 
la. for R. Ramsay.—C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., 
Newcastle, architect for proposed motor showroom 
in Westmorland-rd. and Blenheim-st., for B. Russell. 
—Cragie & Son, builders, West-rd., Newcastle, to 
erect six houses at Fenham Hall-dr. to plans by S. 
Ash, 12, Elgy-rd., Gosforth.—Plans prepared by 
CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., New- 
castle, for proposed warehouse and offices in New- 


gate-st. and Chambers-crt. for Newcastle Co-op. 
Society. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reg. Hosp. Brd., Osborne- 


td., had plans approved for new radiology wing at 
General Hosp. Plans by own architect, P. H. 
Knighton.—British Engines, Ltd., Glasshouse-st., to 
build additional offices. Architects, Dryden & 
Shaw, Market-st.—Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick 
& MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., for new factory and’ 
offices at Fawdon for Scott & Turner, Ltd., Gallow- 
gate, been approved. Cost is estimated at £750,000.-— 
Thomas Hedley & Co., City-rd., to build offices and 
laboratories at their works. Architects, Dryden & 
Shaw, Market-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

North Shields.—G. H. Gray & Ptnrs., Camden-st., 
architects for residential flats in Wallsend-rd. West, 
for Corp. 

Oldbury.—TC to consider site for erection of 
slipper baths.—Approved layout for erection of 
houses on Stone-st. and Lodge-st. Redevelopment 


Area. 

Oldham.—BC to erect further 85 houses at Holts 
Estate. 

Penrith.—Cumberland CC to spend £11,200 on 
erection of four police houses at Penrith and for 
converting Hunter House, Penrith, into three police 


houses. County A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., 
Carlisle. 
Plymouth.—Layouts of City A, Mr. H. J. W. 


Stirling, for erection of 647 dwellings on western 
section of Southway and for 72 flats at Lipstone 
Estate have been approved by Hsg. Com. 
Radcliffe.—Manchester C of E Diocese have pur- 
chased site at Coronation-rd. for erection of proposed 
St. Philips Mission Church. 
Royton.—UDC considering erection of public baths. 
Salford.—TC approved .Cruickshank & Seward, 196, 


Deansgate, Manchester, architects for proposed 
Cromwell Sec. Mod, Sch. 
Saltburn (Yorks).—UDC considering proposed 


development of Longbeck trading estate. 

Scotswood-on-Tyne.—Vickers Armstrong, Ltd., to 
build laboratory and offices and sanitary accom- 
modation at their works. Plans by firm have been 
approved. 

Seaham.—UDC Surveyor, A. M. Smith, to prepare 
plans for 40 three-bedroomed houses. 

South Shields.—TC approved layout plans for 224 
houses at Horsley-hill for William Leech (Builders), 
Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Staffs.—CC approved erection of mixed grammar 
sch. at Brierley Hill, Wallheath Cty. Prim. Jun. 
Mixed and Inf. Sch., Kingswinford, Bromley-la. Sec. 
Sch., and Hawes Hill Sec. Sch. in 1956-7 programme. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—EC to obtain tenders for 
building Redbrook Cty. Prim. Sch. (280 places). BA, 
T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—TIC approved layout for 6 maison- 
ettes at Sneyd-st., Burslem, and 120 houses at Penk- 
hull New-rd. and Honeywall, Stoke. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans: Offices and canteen 
at Ayres-rd. for National Corrugated Paper Co., 
Ltd.; petrol service station at Chester-rd., adjoining 
“Pirelli ’’ ‘building, for K. Bailey; extensions to 
factory and new storage warehouse at Barton Dock- 
rd. for Massey Harris Ferguson, Ltd. 

Thornaby-on-Tess.—Layout plans been approved 
for 34 houses at White House Farm for Skeen and 
Keelan, King-st., Tornaby. 

Tynemouth.—TC approved plans for 18 flats and 
maisonettes. Plans by BS, D. H. O’Herhily. 

Wallsend.—Proposals afoot for building of two 
RC churches. A for one is P. J. Steinlet, Causey 
House, Elmfield-rd., Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

‘Warwickshire.—Ed. Com. to approve building of 
34 schools in county during 1956-57, cost £24m. 
Programme already submitted to M. of List in- 
cludes two new infants’ schools on Kingshurst estate, 
Coleshill; also sec. grammar sch. at Sutton Coldfield, 
cost £170,000; grammar schools for girls at Solihull 
anc Leamington, cost £168,000 each; and _ other 
schools at Nuneaton, Rugby, Castle Bromwich, Kenil- 
worth, Polesworth and Bilton. 

West Riding.—CC propose erection of following 
schools in 1956-7 programme: Aireborough, Yeadon 
and Rawdon Sec. Sch., Birkenshaw Sec., architect, 
J. G. L. Poulson, 29, Ropergate, Pontefract; Aston 
Swallownest, Sec. (further instalment), Featherstone 
Purston Prim., Ripon Prim., architects, Kitson, 
Ledgard & Pyman, Lloyds Bank-chbs., Vicar-la., 
Leeds; Pontefract Orchard Head Prim., Pontefract 
Carleton Prim., Harrogate RC Sec., Tadcaster Sec. 
(further extensions), Bentley Sec., extensions at Colne 
Valley Sec., extensions at Worsborough Sec., Snaith 
Sec. and Shipley Coak-rd. Prim. County A, Hubert 
Bennett, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield 

Whitby.—RDC to build seven houses at Hinder- 
well and 15 at Staithes. 

Whitley Bay.—TC’s scheme for construction of 
£15,000 crematorium being submitted to MH and 
LG for approval. 

Whitley Bay.—TC to build flats on land to be 
cleared at Monkseaton. Plans by BS, E. Roberts. 

Workington.—Curwen & Co. propose rebuilding 
Hippodrome Cinema, recently destroyed by fire. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Banstead.—54 flats with 35 garages, Eastgate-work- 
way, near Banstead Station, for UDC. Surveyor, H. 
Carmichael. 


G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., WC2 .. .. £130,363 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd.,: Brixton, 

sw... ws oa s os -. 127,472 
A. E. R. Prowting, Ltd., Buislip, Middx... 119,982 
William Willett, Ltd., SW1 .. ve >. SIS 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston . 116,734 
R. Durtnell & Sons, Ltd., Kent... .. 115,487 
G. W. Day & Co., Ltd., Westminster 115,294 
Downs Estates, Ltd., Banstead 113,139 


Orchard & Peer (London), Ltd., Wimble- 


don, SW ad by Ae + .. 111,900 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon, SW 111,587 
Poolman (Builders), Ltd., Edgware-rd. 111,251 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham 110,863 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd., SE22... 110,272 
Carlton Contractors, Ltd., SE9 .. .. 108,519 
Token Construction Co., Ltd., London, W1 106,142 
*Joseph Cartwright, Ltd., 9, Streatham 

High-rd., SW16.... ae - 104,584 


Billingham-on-Tees. — Showrooms in_ Chapel-rd. 
Architect: C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on- 
_— *Dawson Estates, Ltd., Chapel-rd., Billing- 
lam, 

Billingham-on-Tees.—40 houses in Roseberry-rd. 
for the UDC. Surveyor: J. H. Shepherd: *C. M. 
— Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, £1,357 per 
1ouse. 

Bootle.—25 dwellings at the Netherton Estate for 
BC: *H. Bevan (Builders), Ltd., 30, Desmond-st., 
Liverpool, £37,635. 

Brighton.—Factory, Hollingbury Industrial area, for 
CBC. Architect, Messrs. W. G. Phillips & Partners. 


F. T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd., Brighton .. £198,756 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., SWI re 4 \AShore 
*Rice’ & ‘Son, Ltd., 23, Gloucester-pl., 

Brighton .. 192,967 


(Three lowest only.) 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—The 
mentioned contracts have been placed:— 

*Henry Lees & Co., Ltd., Motherwell, repairs to 
mechanical coaling plant at Lincoln. *Johnson & 
Phillips, Ltd., Charlton, SE7, supply and installation 
of 0.1 sq. in. 3-core 33kV. cable between the Eastern 
Electricity Board’s capital sub-station at Rayleigh and 
the traction sub-station to be built in the Rayleigh 
area. “Dearing & Co., Ltd., 290, Essex-rd., NI, 
cleaning and painting of electric carriage inspection 
shed, repair shed, cleaning shed and washing plant, 
general offices, corridors, staircases, workshops, stores 
aud canteen at Ilford carriage sidings. *Henry West, 


under- 
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Ltd., 85, Netley-rd., Newbury Park, Ilford, Essex, 
cleaning and painting of station buildings, signal 
boxes, signals, goods yards, linework and bridges 
between Clapton tunnel and Chingford. *Charles R. 
Price, Barnsley-rd., Doncaster, completion of light- 
weight diesel train shed at Lincoln, including con- 
struction of foundations, inspection pits, drainage and 
cladding, etc. 

British Railways (London Midland Region).—The 
following contracts have been placed:—- 

*A. & J. Main & Co., Ltd., Vincent-sq., SWI, 
storage accommodation at Melton Mowbray. “. 
Fairclough, Ltd., 3, Chapel-st., Adlington, Lancs, 
formation renewal and drainage between 139 miles 
670 yds. to 139 miles 1046 yds. on the former G.C. 
main line at Culworth Junction. *The Butterley Co. 
Ltd., Butterley, mr. Derby, the reconstruction of 
the superstructure of bridge No. 57 on_ the 
Stour Valley line. *L. Fairclough, Ltd., 3, 
Chapel-st., Adlington, Lancs, reconstruction of 
drainage in the down cess between 12 miles 1096 yds. 
and 12 miles 1540 yds. in Halton tunnel on the 
Chester-Warrington line. *Robert Myles, Ltd., 30-2, 
Bridport-st., Liverpool, lavatory and messroom accom- 
modation at Freshfield, Signal Engincer’s depot. 
*Fred Pickering (Builders), Ltd., Rookery-st., Wednes- 
field, staff amenities and offices at Monument-la., 
Birmingham. 

Caernarvon.—Extensions to the Grammar School 
for EC: *H. E. Williams & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
Seiriol-yard, Bangor, £77,732. 

Chertsey.—26 houses, Longbourne-way, St. Anns- 
rd. site, for UDC. Engineer and Surveyor, W. V. 
Davies, FRICS, MIMunE. Quantities by E. C. 
Harris & Ptnrs., Ltd. A & J. Simmons, Ltd., 
Woking; Drury & Co., Ltd., London, SES; *E. Clarke 
& Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., Addlestone, £36,201. 

Chesterfield. Alterations to premises at Holywell- 
st. for Cavendish Motors, Ltd.: *Stanton Bros., Ltd., 
Pond-st., Chesterfield. B 

Durham.—Restoration of Prebends Bridge for the 
Dean and Chapter of Durham. Consulting engi- 
neers: R. T. James & Ptnrs., Clavering-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Gradon & Sons, North-rd., Durham 
(work, about to start, will take six months). 

Edinburgh.—Dismantling of a hangar, etc., and 
the erection of a hangar and administrative block at 
Turnhouse Aerodrome: *James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., 


35,000. 
Garforth.—14 houses at Bagshaw site 13, for UDC. 
Surveyor: N. Smith, . Townend Bros., 
Kippax; L. Garbutt, Ltd., Aberford; F. Ryans, 
Kippax; Harries & Midgeley, Castleford; James Miller 
& Partners, Ltd., Wakefield; *J. Scott & Son, Stone 
Croft, Cross-st., Gawthorpe, Ossett, Yorks, £17,288. 

Gateshead.—14 houses at Sheriff Hill and 24 at 
SS Yard for the TC: *J. T. Tarran & Son, 

erth. 

Glasgow.—137 houses at Campbell-ave. and Tan- 
tallon-rd., Langside. Architect: Norman H. 
Macfadzean, FRIBA, 147, West Regent-st., Glas- 
gow: *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Regent-st. 
West, Glasgow. , 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—10 ‘* Unity ’’ bunga- 
lows in Audley-rd. for the UDC. Surveyor: C. 
Wyld: *R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £11,750. 

Haslingden.—Stage 1 of proposed new factory at 
Helmshore for Textile Machinery Makers, Ltd.: 
*J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, near Manchester. 

Jarrow (Co. Durham).—24 houses at Finchale- 
ter. and 20 houses in Perth-ave., for the TC. 
Borough Engineer: H. W Perkins: *Direct 
labour. 

Leeds.—Further block of 12 three-storey flats at 
New Carlton Estate for TC: *West & Sons (Leeds), 
Ltd., Leeds. . 

Leyton.—Sites of 315-321, Lea Bridge-rd., E10. 
Erection of flats on the above site:— 

Yates (Bow), Ltd., Bow, E3 .. a .. £21,653 
Elsworthy, Ltd., London, NW8 20,969 
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E. A. Russell, Ltd., Walthamstow, E17 .. 
Law Land Building Department, Ltd., 

Strand, WC2 .. “y- ¢! wa aa 
“> Evans & Son, Ltd., Walthamstow, 


20,969 
20,399 


*Jenners (Builders), Ltd., Woodford Bridge 18,663 
Liverpool.—Erection of 36 dwellings at Upper Pitt- 
st., Liverpool, 1: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd. - 
rd., Formby, £73,899. - rere 
Liverpool.—Erection of a gymnasium and a h - 
craft room at Holly Lodge High School: “7B. 


ae & Co., Ltd., 17, Overton-st., Liverpool, 7, 


Liverpool.—Erection of the proposed Edge Hi 
Secondary Modern School: “atone Boot rs B.. 
Ltd., Heysham-rd., Aintree, Liverpool, £139,747. 

Liverpool.—Erection of a secondar techni 
school at West Derby: *R. J. Barton & Son, to 
Altcar-rd., Formby, £203,175. | 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts;— 

Devon: Building work, J. Stanbury, Lid., 
Alexandra Works, Alexandra-rd., Mutley, Plymouth. 
Hants: Building work, R. J. Winnicott, Ltd., Copnor- 
td. Portsmouth. Yorks: Installation of water main, 
J. Pullan & Sons, Ltd., Marley-ter., Leeds, 11. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended April 30:— 

Building work: Charles R. Rice, Barnsley-rd., Don- 
caster. Strengthening of hardstandings: Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Ecclesall-rd., South 
Sheffield, 11. Heating and ventilating services: W. H. 
Gascoigne & Co., Ltd., 15, Brackenbury-rd., W6. 
Artificers’ work: Joseph Whittle, Ballast Bank, Inver- 
keithing, Fife; Willcocks & Stephens, Ltd., Lower 
Polsham-rd., Paignton, Devon. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ending April 23 ¥ : 

Buckinghamshire: HPO & TE, Aylesbury, Bucks, 
alterations, *Mayne & Son, 9, Station-st., Aylesbury, 
Bucks. TE, Buckingham, construction of 
new workshop, *J. F. Booth & Son, Ltd., North Bar, 
Banbury. Gloucestershire: Broadmead, Bristol, erec- 
tion of a branch post office, *John Perkings & Son, 
Ltd., St. Mark’s-rd., Easton, Bristol, 5. Hampshire: 
SRDE, Christchurch, extension to ‘*M’’ block and 
erection of stores buildings, *Lavender MoMillan 
(Contractors), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Worces- 
ter Park, Surrey. Lincolnshire: Prison Commission, 
Greetwell-rd., Lincoln, erection of three houses, *Ellis 
Thompson & Co., Ltd., 1, St. James-st., Louth, 
Lincs. London: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, erec- 
tion of sub-structure to house No. 5. *G. E. Wallis & 
Sons, Ltd., 231, Strand, WC2. Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Palm House, Kew, rehabilitation of the 
north aisle and boiler house, *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., 
Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., SW8. Stafford- 
shire: ROF Swynnerton, Staffs, erection of new work- 
shop and laboratory, *George A. Poole, Ltd., 37, 
Liverpool-rd., Newcastle, Staffs. Worcestershire: 
Telephone exchange, Dudley, extension, *Foster & 
Dicksee, Ltd., Contractors, Rugby. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended April 23:— 

Co. Armagh: Miscellaneous, *A. C. Simpson, 
Armagh. Brecon: Painting, *Ian Williams & Co., 
Cardiff. _Co. Down: Miscellaneous, *Henry Cole, 
Newry. Durham: Miscellaneous, *J. Burnett & Son, 
Birtley. Essex: Miscellaneous, *S. Cronin & Sons, 
Ltd., Brentwood. Hampshire: Roadwork, *F. Bracey 
(Roads), Ltd., Watford; damp proofing, *Healey & 
Evans, Ltd., Southsea. Kent: Miscellaneous, *H. 
Goodsell, Maidstone. Middlesex: Painting, *T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. Norfolk: Flooring, 
*Oliver Staines & Son, Swaffham. Northumberland: 
Miscellaneous, *John Roxby Surtees, Ltd., Black- 
hill. Nottinghamshire: Miscellaneous, *George 
Cooper (Builders, Nottingham), Ltd., Nottingham; 
painting and decorating, *F. Labbett & Sons, Not- 
tingham. Wiltshire: Painting and decorating, *W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. 

Manchester.—Extensions to pithead baths and 
erection of first aid centre at Mosley Common 
Colliery for NCB: *W. Lionel Gray, Ltd., Hospital- 
bldgs., Darley, Farnworth. 

FP cn gy yy re". 5 at the 
adybroo! tate for s %. 3B. aley & Son. 
Mansfield, £13,354. es 

Metropolitan Police.—Tenders for 
Police building works:— 

Rebuilding of lavatories, East Dulwich Police 
Station, *A. Black & Son, Ltd., £3,541. Laying of 
netball court, Imber Court sports ground, *Maxwell 
Hart, Ltd., £553. 

Middlesbrough. — Alterations to premises. in 
Albert-rd. and Corporation-rd.. for A. Hinton & 
Sons, Ltd.: *R. Blackett & Son, Ltd., Bondgate, 
Darlington. 

Middlesbrough.—80 houses on the northern sec- 
tion of the Pallister Park: housing estate for the TC. 
Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers- 
st., West Hartlepool, £101,023. 

Middlesbrough.—Four shops in Heythrop-drive: 
*E. T. Sweeting & Son, Ltd., Back Haymore-st., 
Middlesbrough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Construction ,of superstructure 
for proposed £1m. factory at Fawdon for Scott 
Turner, Ltd., chemical manufacturers, Gallowgate, 
Newcastle. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick 
MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle: *A. Monk & 
Co., Ltd., Warrington, Lancashire (excavation work 
by *R. Costain, Ltd., Newcastle and London). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—44 houses to be built at Silver 
Lonnen, Newcastle-on-Tyne.. Architects, Dryden & 
Shaw, Market-st., Newcastle: *R. Bowey & Sons, 
Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Metropolitan 
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Art and Industrial Design for the EC: 
Ww 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions to the College of 
EC: *Palmer & 
ilson, Scotswood, Newcastle, £8,894. 
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Northampton.—Extensions to workshops at Gary- 
st. for Northamptonshire Association for the Blind: 
*Underwood & Weston, 19, Ladys-la., Northampton. 


Nottingham.—Adaptation works at Hogarth 
House, The Ropewalk, for Sheffield Reg. Hosp. 
Board: *T. Fish & Son, Ltd., Nottingham, £8,247. 


Oldbury.—Extensions to offices at Bromford-rd. 
for Midland Stockholders, Ltd.: *I. B. ee, 
Ltd., Hobmoor-rd., Yardley, Birmingham. 
dwellings at the Cakemore Estate for TC: "Rock R 
Downs, Ltd., Aldridge, £242,057 

Plymouth.—18 houses at St. Vincent-st., Keyham, 
*Wakeham Bros., £38,554. 


Preston.—RC_ school at Longridge-rd. for RC 
authorities: *John Turner & Sons, Ltd., William 
Henry-st., Preston. 


South Shields.—Repairs and reconstruction work 
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Wednesfield.—82 dwellings, Ashmore Park site, for 


UDC. Engineer and Surveyor, Thos. A. Peacock 
Quantities by Henry Vale & Sons.  ‘*Lewis Bros. 
(Wednesfield), Ltd., Blackhalve-la., Wednesfield, 


Staffs. 

Woolwich.—Redevelopment of war damaged sites, 
Nos. 1 and 2, Nightingale-pl., Woolwich: *Direcr 
Labour, £16,003. 

Woolwich.—Nos. 33-53, Heavitree-rd., Plumstead, 
erection of 17 dwellings (15 flats and 2 houses and 
4 garages): *Direct Labour, £32,442. 

Worcs.—Following fur CC: Extensions at. Red- 
ditch County High School: *J. Harper & Son, Lid., 
a £144,000. Erection of Wythall Second. 

ary odern School: *A. H. Guest, Ltd., Stour- 
bridge, £105,316. 

Yeovil (Somerset).—Block of 10 Unity flats an 
two shops in Stiby-rd., Yeovil, for TC: *Robert ts 























to West Middle Pier, Tyne Dock, for the Tyne Bros., Contractors, Ltd., £17,088 (subject to Minisiry Vol 
Improvement Commission, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on- approval). 
Tyne: *Direct labour. ‘ 
Bn agg | of rep 9 —., at 
} tin-st. ottram, Ltd.: . on, 
73, Peel-ier., Stafford. y STAINS IN TIMBER 
Sunderland.—Additions to the ‘‘ Seaburn, ag Stains and discolorations in wood can be 
Vannes “Associated “Breweries Ltd. = Architect, due to various causes, but whatever their 
E. M. Lawson, Barras-bidgs.. | Barras Penna New- origin or effect upon the wood they are 
Lint a CT” le to cause anxiety, sometimes justifizd sich 
Sunderland.—Erection of RC Church of st. Sometimes not, among those not familiar RAG 
Cecilia in Ryhope-rd. Areas, 3. Ww. Seibass & with them. That hardy annual, “ Blue ilts 
THE in nue a ee for instance, is still the subject of 7 
Wallsend.—Construction of factory for George SOMe misconception, particularly in the noe 
7 a4 ATI ~ Anos & Oe yg a building industry, and there are those who, ROYA 
np me Archlesate, S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., even to-day, will Teject “blued ” timber on SIOD 
eee. Sa wanna ae London (pre- the grounds that is is weakened or decayed. AFRIC 
pace ee Malia ae = flats in Harwell, for In view of this and of the many inquiries Hes 
RDC. Architect, J. C. Bagnall. Quantities by L. A. Which they receive the Timber Development a 
“ome £ Es neice: eile Association has produced a leaflet on “ Stains a 
cae” stnetieadinan ” £38,110 in Timber,” describing the different types DELS 
Smith & Son. Abingdon 37,020 of stain, harmless moulds and sap-staining DES 
cea g hiagg: o A 33,720 fungi, mineral and chemical stains, and sea- KIT 
HAS BRANCHES AT tA. J. Robey, Rowstock, Didcot 31,286 soning discolorations. An appendix to the PHILT 
leaflet lists the commoner stains and their SHA 
BIRMINGHAM =~ COVENTRY characteristics and gives the names of the ae 
DUDLEY ¢ LEICESTER various proprietary bleaches on the market. 
The leaflet is available without charge from 
a rill unequalle the TDA, 21, College Hill, EC4. 
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Please send particulars of the advantages of Og S CRADLES . 
membership to: ; F L R 1S 4 i 
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DEE eiae ag ge || | STEVENS & ADAMS LTD.| [AOIOUazanoe B. 
CATR A oe moll | Victoria Works, LOUGHTON ESSEX of t 
I KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES I : TELS EG UGHTON 72ers impr 
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com! 
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